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There are a lot of philosophies and teachings going around that, when it comes right down to it, aren't good enough to meet the need of the hour. We'd do well to be intellectually honest, face it, and make corrections when it's obvious that our belief system or practices aren't cutting it. Rather than clinging to pet ideologies, let's examine the evidence and confront it. The following events show just how imposters and erroneous thinking can be exposed.

Moses versus Pharaoh and his Magicians

Exodus 7:7-14 And Moses was fourscore years old, and Aaron fourscore and three years old, when they spake unto Pharaoh. 8 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 9 When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying, Show a miracle for you: then thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and cast it before Pharaoh, and it shall become a serpent. 10 And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and they did so as the LORD had commanded: and Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and before his servants, and it became a serpent. 11 Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments. 12 For they cast down every man his rod, and they became serpents: but Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods. 13 And he hardened Pharaoh's heart, that he hearkened not unto them; as the LORD had said. 14 And the LORD said unto Moses, Pharaoh's heart is hardened, he refuseth to let the people go.

No one saw the cataclysmic miracles of God like Pharaoh did. Today people want some great miracle, thinking this will compel them to believe in God. Ha, what a joke! Pharaoh saw it all, and he still hardened his heart. His magicians came along and, by the power of the devil, created their own serpents. But it wasn't good enough. The rod of Aaron, being transformed into a serpent, swallowed up the magicians serpents. Then Pharaoh got to experience the ten plagues, including the plague of blood, where the waters were turned to blood, then the plagues of frogs, of lice, of flies, the plague on the cattle, the plague of boils, of hail, of locusts, of darkness, and then the death of the first born. In my book Pharaoh goes down as one of the stupidest men in human history. A man bent on a scorched earth policy who thumbed his nose at God and Moses the man of God. Eventually Egypt lost its entire army in the drowning at the Red Sea. Pharaoh's gods of Egypt and the practitioners of magic all came up short, they weren't good enough. Fighting God is a losing proposition, if you're fighting God wake up and get with it. The devil hates you whether or not you're a Christian. Don't make the mistake Pharaoh made in hardening your heart in the face of direct evidence. If you're philosophy isn't good enough, change it!

Elijah versus The Prophets of Baal

1 Kings 18:20-39 So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word. 22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: 24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken. 25 And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under. 26 And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made. 27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. 28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them. 29 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. 30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down. 31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name:  32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. 34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time. 35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water. 36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. 37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. 38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God. 40 And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.

The Prophets of Baal, practitioners of a false religion in the land, received a challenge from Elijah the man of God. There were people on the fence, not ready to serve Baal or Jehovah God. So a little challenge was in order. Elijah told the people that they would have to chose between two opinions. You, too, may have to make a choice. The man of God (the preacher) will give you a choice, if you want to investigate the claims of Christ and get your head in the game. Get to an evangelical church and determine if the things that are said about Christ are so. Find out what's going on in the kingdom of God! Elijah challenged the false prophets. The Christian should always be up for a challenge; truth never minds a question. So with the crowd sitting in the bleachers in the "valley of decision," Elijah, an army of one, challenged the prophets of Baal, all 450 of them. But what the false prophets had wasn't good enough. Despite all they did, not a peep was heard from their false gods. But then it was the man of God's turn! But he really stacked the deck against himself, he had the altar drenched with water three times, until everything was soaked to the core. Then a simple prayer and God moved! The people looking on, being intellectually honest, declared that the Lord was God! The false prophets, being imposters, didn't change their tune, and paid for it with their live. It's never too late while you still have breath to change and embrace the Christ of the Bible, who alone is above all other gods, who alone is the Creator, the Savior, the Master. Don't miss out; don't go for an opinion that's not good enough. Serve the Lord Jesus, he's altogether worthy!

Solomon and Pleasure, Possessions, Prosperity, and Production

Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: and, behold, this also is vanity. 2 I said of laughter, It is mad: and of mirth, What doeth it? 3 I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom; and to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was that good for the sons of men, which they should do under the heaven all the days of their life. 4 I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me vineyards: 5 I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind of fruits: 6 I made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees: 7 I got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had great possessions of great and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me: 8 I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces: I gat me men singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts. 9 So I was great, and increased more than all that were before me in Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained with me. 10 And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my labour. 11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun. 

Eleven verses above, and 20 times the word “I” is used. Solomon, at this time in his life, was struggling in his walk with the Lord. He begins this chapter by trying to fill the void in his life with pleasure, and he withheld nothing from himself, as we can read in other books of the Bible. But in the end the laughter and the pleasure was temporary, and he was still not satisfied. So he determines to go the drug and alcohol route, and maybe find some answers there. The wine merchants and the drug pushers and the purveyors of pornography said this would make him happy, but in the end it was misery and folly. So enough of the party lifestyle says Solomon, I’ll become a work-a-holic, I’ll do great things, I’ll pour myself into my work and my projects. I’m an important person and this is what I’ll do with my life. But that didn’t satisfy either. Something in his life philosophy wasn’t working. He then gathered possessions. “Boys like their toys” as the saying goes. So he gathered unto himself whatever he wanted, and for a bit of time he liked it, but when he was honest with himself the void in his life was still there. So back to entertainment, and the jet set lifestyle, and when he looked around he was still not content. He concluded it was all vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun to pursuing anything, good or bad. Read through the entire book of Ecclesiastes. Get to the end, where Solomon draws the conclusion on why pursuit of anything outside of the will of God is not good enough. In the next to the last verse of this book, Solomon writes in Ecclesiastes 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. Anything else is not good enough. Anything less will not satisfy. 
Daniel versus Belshazzar’s Soothsayers and Astrologers
Daniel 5:5-12 In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote.  6 Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another. 7 The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and show me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.  8 Then came in all the king's wise men: but they could not read the writing, nor make known to the king the interpretation thereof.  9 Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him, and his lords were astonished.  10 Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his lords, came into the banquet house: and the queen spake and said, O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be changed:  11 There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers; 12 Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams, and showing of hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will show the interpretation.  

The knuckleheaded, drunken king, with no respect for God or the things of God, got himself blitzed one night and found out that his money, power, and position were not good enough. God had had enough and judgment was pronounced. The finger of God wrote out the decree, and the formerly brash head-of-government was about to cash in his chips. But he had one chance, he could rely on his astrologers, his soothsayers, and his fortune tellers to get him out of this jam. Too bad that those he looked to didn't have the goods, their knowledge and supposed powers were not good enough. They then called on Daniel the servant of the God of the Universe, in whom is all knowledge, power, and majesty. Daniel gave the interpretation, and the clown king died in his sins. Beloved, when your philosophy doesn't cut the mustard, if you're not getting the results you want in crunch time, if you are stressed out, have no peace, are in confusion, and even in fear, know that this is not the portion of the Saints of the Most High. Consult the palm readers and the horoscope if you want, but like Belshazzaar you too will die in your sins and your ending may be as terrifying as his was. 

Paul versus the Seven Sons of Sceva

Acts 19:11-19 And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul:  12 So that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them. 13 Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth.  14 And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so.  15 And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are ye? 16 And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 18 And many that believed came, and confessed, and showed their deeds. 19 Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.  

Paul the Apostle had the goods. He had himself been a religious leader who had zeal without knowledge. He persecuted the Church of Christ until he met the master on the road to Damascus. And Paul in this passage was ministering life, he was being used of God to teach, to preach, to heal the sick, and to contend with the naysayers. And then some phonies thought themselves to be something, and went about looking to cast our devils. Only their ministry wasn't good enough. They knew not the Lord God, and they were playing with fire. So much for the vain philosophy when the rubber hit the road. Seven men, routed by one person possessed of a devil. But the ministry of Paul continued, and men's hearts were touched, and they confessed their deeds and repented and made a change. They saw the phonies, and they saw someone who had sold out for Christ and was getting the job done and getting results. Beloved, get in the saddle! Shuck off the games and get about the business of advancing the kingdom of Jesus Christ. If you persist in your vain philosophy, then life may well rout you. Like Paul, make a change and find out how exciting, fulfilling, challenging, and wonderful living for Christ can be!

________________

So there it is. Be honest with yourself. You may have never darkened the door of a church and don't know the first thing about the Christian faith. But if you believe that the Lord God, by the Holy Spirit, is making his move with you, then embrace this call on your life and commit your life to Christ. Do not resist the Spirit of God! Maybe you've been warming a church pew for many years but have never stepped out in faith, you've never believed God for anything, you may have hardened your heart like Pharaoh, maybe you like the idea of astrology and horoscopes like Belshazzar, maybe you have your own little pet religion like the prophets of Baal that has no substance and no results, or maybe you’re like the seven sons of Sceva who think they have it all figured out and are playing church but are a million miles from God. Whatever it is, be honest with yourself. If your faith requires nothing of you, and is getting you no where, then your faith is not good enough. Your religion is not good enough. Your little god is not good enough, even if that god is you!  Let the Lord God have his way with you. Let the Savior minister to you and through you. Get in touch with your Creator, the Great God Jesus Christ. World without end, amen!
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