No Mail Today
Mike N.
PO Box 1530

Prisoners For Christ 
Woodinville, WA 98072

Have you ever found yourself in a situation where you would write a letter to someone and they would rarely, if ever, write back to you?  What was your first response, now come be honest.  Was it something like, I am never writing them again!  As of recent I have found myself with additional time on my hands and have been writing to many people each week.  Some of these I have written have responded regularly, others not at all.  So tonight after mail call, and not receiving any letters, I found myself getting bitter about the whole thing.  But God tapped me on my shoulder and brought this scripture to my heart.

3Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.  4Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.  Philippians 2:3-4
When we find ourselves in a situation that doesn’t seem fair, nobody is responding to my letters, Paul tells us the first thing to do is “Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit.” The word “nothing” translated in Greek means nothing!  Selfish ambition is me putting my desires before someone else, conceit is empty pride.  There is no room for selfish or pride in the Kingdom of God.  Paul’s next admonition is that we should be lowly in mind, humble.  “Let us each esteem others better than himself.”  We are being told to put that other person above ourselves, regardless of our situation.  Again Paul tells us not to look out for our own interests but also for the interest of others.  The whole theme here is “no” to self and “yes” to others.  Sure we all have needs but far too often we confuse wants with needs.

Maybe the person that I am writing to has had some tragedy in their life that I know nothing about.  Maybe they are having to work extra hours or an additional job to make ends meet and don’t have extra time like I do to sit and write a letter.  Possibly they don’t know how to respond to my letter.  Or they could be a non believer who I’ve written and something I said has brought conviction in their heart causing them to seek the Lord.  Or maybe they are struggling emotionally and can’t respond.  There are so many things we just don’t know.  This is why it’s so important to elevate others over ourselves.  Let’s look at another scripture.
24Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies it produces much grain.  25He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  John 12:24-25
In this verse Jesus is speaking a truth many of us need to learn.  He is using the analogy of a grain of wheat.  If it doesn’t fall to the ground and dies, it stays alone.  If we don’t stop being selfish and self consumed we will end up alone.  How many of us have bridges we have already burned, or said hurtful things to people who really care about us?  Possibly done things against loved ones and now they don’t trust us?  These things in deed leave us alone and out of relationships with others.  “Do not be deceived God is not mocked, for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.” (Gal 6:7)  For the grain of wheat to die, that’s us, we need to say “no” to self and put others first.  But Jesus said “if it dies it produces much grain.”  Think of it this way; how many people will one piece of grain feed?  Now compare it to an entire field of grain?  When we die to ourselves we become spiritual food for others and they become satisfied because they see Jesus in our actions.  Jesus also points out that when we try to save our lives we really die, but if we hate our life we gain eternal life.
Have you ever considered what Hell is like?  It’s not like kicking it with your homeboys, sitting around drinking beer and watching football – NO – It’s being completely and literally alone forever, with nothing to do but to remember over and over again how selfish you were.
5Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6who being in the form of God, 7but made Himself of no reputation taking the form of a bondservant and coming in the likeness of man. 8And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death of the cross. Philippians 2:5-8
Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit of God wrote out these words to the church at Philippi and to us saints.  We are to have the mind of Christ, to think like He did and does.  This tells us Jesus is God and He chose to make Himself of no reputation by becoming a man.  He not only became a man but took the form of a bondservant.  My commentary says this was the lowest of the social ladder.  Then He humbled Himself to become obedient to the point of death, even death of the cross.  Gods word says “cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree” (Gal 3:13) Jesus became a man, a bondservant and a curse for us.  All this He did to save us from our sins.  He put everyone above His own self.  God’s word says “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. (Rom 3:23) and “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”. (Rom 6:23)
Jesus died that we might live but it’s a “gift” and we have to receive it.  Jesus said “I am the way the truth and the life.  No one comes through the Father except through Me”. (John 14:6)  So it’s only by accepting Jesus Christ’s free gift that I can be saved from eternal Hell.  It's simple to ask Jesus to come into my heart and save me, but you have to mean it.  No half hearted requests, no get-out-of-hell-card and keep living in sin.  No we must repent, turn 180o away from our sin and live different.  God will give us this Holy Spirit to enable us to do that.  Receive Jesus today not only as Savior but as Lord and you will enter today into eternal life!
Jesus set the standard He gave up everything to give us everything!  So as we learn to die to self, put others first and refresh others, this may mean they won’t respond to us how we expected but one day we will stand before our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and hear these words, “Well done, good and faithful servant”.

May God bless you and keep you.

___________________________________

This message was written by a friend of mine currently serving a prison sentence in the State of Washington. His name has been abbreviated for sake of privacy. But know this, I have known this man for many years. We write regularly, he prays for our international missions campaigns, and is a chapel worker and musician. He, like many inmates who turn from a life of sin to a desire to live righteously and pleasing to God, knows all too well that this is easier said than done in a prison environment.
My friend Mike is preparing himself for eventual release. He is not only faithful in chapel and Bible study services, but is also improving himself in the sales profession by reading and studying these subjects.

Recently I asked him, during a particularly low time in his life, to write a Christian study message. He has received and read dozens and dozens of my lessons over the years and I challenged him to write one too, out of his own experiences. This lesson is the first he’s written, and the first any inmate has written at my request. It will not be the last.  – Bob Jordan
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