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Beloved, I have some news for you: God is not in a box! In our walk with God we are ever challenged to become conformed into the image of Christ, that is, to be more like him in behavior, attitude, actions, thoughts, purpose, holiness, and obedience. In this process of developing fruit in our lives useful to the kingdom of God there is a requirement for personal growth, for stretching, for maturing. When we think we have God in a box, when our simple understanding comes to a stop because we have settled in to a comfort zone, then we are not being conformed into the image of Christ – we are coasting! Let us consider the following passage and see how what was thought to be God’s way was different from God’s way, then we can either fold up the tent and quit or we can get out of our comfort zone and see what the Lord will do in our midst!
2 Kings 5:1-19  Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, and honorable, because by him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in valor, but he was a leper. 

Naaman was not a godly man as this chapter begins, yet we still observe the lesson of “living in a box,” or, being comfortable with the norms of society. Captain Naaman had the hand of God on him, and was used, even as a heathen military man, to accomplish the Lord’s work. And Naaman was honorable (a quality lacking in a great many people today, of all stripes). He was brave, he was a man of war, he understood strategy, systems, organization, leadership. He worked hard, he was a student. He had it all going his way, but he was a leper. Leprosy is a degenerative disease affecting nerve endings causing external features (toes, fingers, nose, etc.) to decay and to fall away when the disease is in its advanced stages. It was a crushing hardship and in Old Testament times; it was tantamount to a curse. The leper was destined to be an outcast. Naaman would understandably be distressed, as would all those close to him.

2 And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. 

If God wanted to get the attention of someone, who do you think he’d use: A giant like Goliath, or a little maiden? Well, God is not in a box, he can use anything he wants! As the story unfolds we see that this little girl was taken from her own land (to the obvious great grief of her parents and family) but God is working, and he has a plan. This little girl is working for Naaman’s wife. This is no ordinary little girl. This is a little girl who has been taught the things of God. Who do you think taught her? Her own mom likely. So why is she not with her own mom? Why is her own mom crying in Israel because her daughter is gone. I don’t know, but God is working and the story is not over. When God does a new thing he uses his own means and it’s up to us to enter in by faith and allow the Lord to lead us and have his way. Trust and obey is still good advice for the Christian!

3 And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy.  4And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel. 

Well, not exactly a firebrand sermon, but effective just the same! Clearly the little girl had faith in God in her heart, and she also sensed and even observed directly the anxiety in the home over Naaman being a leper. And the faith of this little girl, child-like faith, went to the heart of the household. There was now hope! Beloved, when faith is in the air, when the Spirit of the Lord is present, good things happen. People start to get happy, people start to get hope, people start to get optimistic, people start to get moving. Yes, people start living right when God is in the house! People start paying attention to holiness, righteousness, and living consistently with the will of God when faith rises up. There is a prophet in Samaria! There is a balm in Gilead! The patriarch Job said in his affliction “I know my Redeemer liveth” (Job 19:25). There is a Redeemer who binds up the broken hearted and makes the paths straight! There is a calm in the storm, and his name is Jesus! 
5 And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter unto the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. 

Behold this! A little captive girl has now set the King of Syria into action! Who would have thought that! It wasn’t some professional diplomat, it was the little Israeli servant girl! God is not in a box, God is doing something new! The King sent a letter, and Captain Naaman loaded up great wealth to go and pay off the prophet for a healing. Can’t blame him for this, likely he’s watched a lot of ‘Christian’ Television and knows that nothing happens without ‘seed money’ so he’s loaded for bear! It’s the finest silver and gold, and the best clothes and cloths to give to the man of God. But God is not in a box, and God has plans and purposes above ours. If you have money to give to the man of God, fine, but what if you don’t? God is up to something, and Naaman is packing for the trip. A great deal of effort is going into the health and recovery of just one man… Is it really worth it? The Great God Jesus Christ will leave the ninety-and-nine sheep that are in the fold to go after the one that is wandering. The Hound of Heaven, the Holy Ghost, is on the trail. He has a hook in the jaw of Naaman, and he’s bringing him to the prophet!
6 And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy. 7And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me. 

Now the devil, who is a loser from the day he rebelled against God in heaven, is seeking to start a war. Any excuse will do, and men don’t need many excuses to go to war. One wonders if the little maiden thought this through, and had an answer for the possibility that the King of Israel would mis-interpret this request from the King of Syria. Did she hold a strategy session to consider all sides and make a plan? Clearly not. And for you dearly beloved, if you have to have all of the answers before you are going to move “in faith,” then you are never going to move. And guess what, most Christians don’t move! Do you want to be like that? Do you need every answer ahead of time? Or do you want to have child-like faith and believe God, not putting God in a box but exercising REAL faith by letting him have his way, moving and leading you by his Spirit? What sounds more exciting to you? What sounds more like real Christianity to you? 

8 And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel. 

So Elisha gets word that the King is upset. The man of God handles it. The man of God has the goods. The man of God has handled hard cases before. The man of God is not a cupcake counselor without value, but he is a man of God who hears from God and is constrained by the will of God to do the will of God. If he’s wrong, and it really is a trap from the war room of Syria, then the prophet is not going to look good and it’s not going to bode well for Israel. It’s all on the man of God! How would you like it to be all on you? When it’s time to witness to your neighbor, it is all on you, for you are the one standing in the gap for that neighbor. When it’s time to help the poor, it’s all on you, will you come through? If you are used to sitting on an upholstered pew watching ministry without ever getting involved then it will never be on you, and what could have been the glory of God revealed in your life is lost. Let God do something new in your life, let God out of the box you have put him in as you stand up like a man or woman of God and take your place in the work of the kingdom of God!

9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. 

So here comes Captain Naaman, in full military regalia, with his horses and chariots and wealth in tow, looking very important and impressive. He’s ready for the man of God to present himself. He has it all figured out. But Elisha doesn’t even come to the door. He sends a messenger with an outrageous instruction and that’s that. Hey churchman, guess what, maybe the pastor can’t come hold your hand everyday and you’re offended. Get over it. Let God do a new thing in you. Let God show you things in the scripture and don’t be dependent on someone else until the end of your days to explain everything to you. Grow for yourself! Get to meetings yourself. You Baptists need to get to get to a good Holy Ghost revival and see what else God is doing! You need to see prophetic utterance, the laying on of hands, the ministry of the Holy Spirit, and get outside of your box and see that God has never been in a box. You Pentecostals need to get to get to a Baptist conference where it’s pure teaching and see if you can get through one meeting without seeing someone slain in the Spirit! God is working in new ways, in different ways, and God is in the house! If you think the perfect sermon is “three points and a poem” then get your nose in the Bible and see that there are no examples of a “three points and a poem” sermon! It works today in American, and that’s fine, but God is not in a box! For some in the Christian camp if they got snubbed by the man of God like Naaman they’d quit and go to another church, one that “appreciated them.” God is doing new things, don’t miss out!
11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage. 

Verse 11 begins with Naaman being wroth, and after thinking about it by the end of verse 12 he’s now in a rage! Naaman says “I thought…” What about you and me? God says the tithe is his, and we say, “Are we not in hard economic times, and isn’t it better I invest in my 401(k)?” So we harden our hearts and the work of God struggles because most Christians don’t do what the man of God and the Word of God says. Or we do give something, and after 20 minutes when the windows of Heaven haven’t opened up on us we’re confused, disappointed, or in a rage? Naaman had it figured out – the man of God would come out, pronounce some great prayer, wave his hand like the TV preachers do, and he’d be cleansed. Nothing for me to do but bring the bounty, which I’m all too anxious to do! I’ll just stand in line and give my money and buy my miracle. Well, it didn’t happen that way, God is not in a box. God is doing something new. The only non-Hebrew, non-Israeli, non-Jew to get healed in the Old Testament was Naaman. He may have come kicking and scratching, but that’s the way it is! I am reminded of Mother Theresa, who at the time of prayer kept visiting dignitaries waiting for hours while she and the sisters were in prayer. So much for the dignitaries. Let God be true and every man a liar. God is doing a new thing, and if we are bound by the old thinking we are going to miss it, or worse, be critical of it. 
13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? 

Once again cooler heads prevail. The unregenerate Syrians are counseling among themselves and recommending to Naaman that he just do what he was asked. Beloved, that is great advice! Go ahead and bargain with God if you want, but you’ll wind up wasting time, money, and energy. God is who he said he is. When the commandment comes, line up and get with it. You want a new thing in your life? Get busy being faithful to the old things, the things you know to do, and then see if God brings a new thing. The voice of reason came to Naaman, who, remember, is still a leper, and he’s still upset, and he’s made a long journey, and the man of God didn’t even come out to meet him. But he’s having a change of heart, and God is about to do something new!

14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 

A new thing has happened! A Syrian is cleansed of leprosy, right in front of everyone. Dipping seven times in a muddy river! First he has to disrobe to his shorts, all of his sores and wounds are exposed for everyone to see. No hiding anything. God is stripping him of pride, which is more sinister and devilish than the sins we so easily condemn (adultery, drug abuse, divorce…). Then he has to wade out into the water. More pride stripped away. Then he has to lower his head and dip in the water, according to the word of the prophet who didn’t even come out to see him! One dip – nothing! Two dips – nothing! What’s running through his mind? Faith? Revenge if this doesn’t work? Isaiah says If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land (1:6). When the man of God tells you something, you can dig in your heels and get no blessing, even though you went through the motions, or you can enter into the blessing by being willing. God is not in a box! Let God have his way with you, believe God for good things, believe God for his Word and take God at his word. Let God be true and every man a liar. God is doing a new thing in the land, get involved and get in the river of God and don’t miss out. Six dips – nothing! Now it’s the moment of truth! Seven dips – Cleansed! Skin like the skin of a child! God is good, the man of God is a true prophet, and ministry and forward progress have occurred. This is God’s way!

15 And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came, and stood before him: and he said, Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant. 16 But he said, As the LORD liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none. And he urged him to take it; but he refused…19 And he said unto him, Go in peace. So he departed from him a little way.
There it is! A new thing is done! The outrageous request, misunderstood at the time, and the visit to the man of God, misunderstood by the King of Israel, has now been made clear! Naaman is healed and God is glorified. Naaman embraces the God of Israel. He is overwhelmed with gratitude and comes back to the man of God and wants to give an offering. This is customary, acceptable, and even appropriate. He has it to give, and he wants to give it. Yet the man of God refused it. This must have completely baffled everyone present. But clearly the Lord spoke to Elisha, and said to not take it, so he didn’t. The obvious isn’t always the obvious. Remember when the prophet Samuel was going to Jesse to pick one of his sons to be the next king? Samuel saw the oldest, tallest, and best looking son and figured him to be the one, but he wasn’t. And it was the seventh son, David, who would be anointed. The shepherd boy! Seems God likes the number seven and he likes working with boys and girls as well as men and women. God is doing a new thing, God is not in a box, don’t you put him in a box and don’t you short-change yourself in the kingdom of God. Get busy, get active, get motivated, listen to the voice of God, move in faith, let the Word of God be real and magnified in your life. Let God be true!

_______________________________________

Let us close with a passage from the prophet Isaiah. Now is the time of rejoicing and it is a time of encouragement. In Christ there is hope for the hopeless, joy for the sorrowful, peace for the anxious. It is a time for new things, for new beginnings, for new vision. It is a time to elevate our prayer and praise life – it is a time to praise the Lord openly with a new song. All of this is for the Christian who is a new creation in Christ Jesus! God is not in a box, he can do new things in the earth! In faith, believe God for new things!



Isaiah 42:6 I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; 7 To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house. 8 I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images. 9 Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them. 10 Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise from the end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof. 
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