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Many frontiers have been conquered – researchers have discovered antibiotics and vaccines; explorers have been to both poles and the highest mountains; singular pilots and seafarers have circumnavigated the world; inventors have produced untold numbers of instruments and equipment to promote human progress and alleviate human suffering. Scientists, engineers, and the will of a nation and its government placed a man on the moon – thirty years ago!  But there are other frontiers to be conquered. Every time I see someone in a wheelchair or using a seeing-eye dog I know that there are frontiers in medicine to be conquered. When I see war, conflict, and tragedy, I know there are frontiers of human behavior to be conquered. 2000 years after the death, burial, and resurrection Christ, I know there are frontiers in missions still to be overcome. One of those frontiers is to the jails and prisons of the developing nations of the world. Here, the least of the least, the truly forgotten, wait in darkness for a bright light to shine. Paul the apostle set the tone – he showed how one can go to the new frontiers, and lay A New Foundation for the work of the kingdom of God.

Romans 15:14-21 And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. 15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting you in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God, 16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost. 17 I have therefore whereof I may glory through Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to God. 18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, 19 Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 20 Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon another man's foundation: 21 But as it is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: and they that have not heard shall understand.

November 1, 2009 a four-man team with Prisoners For Christ, (Bob Jordan, Don Szolomayer, Dennis Wilson, and Mark Youngs) departs for India for a two-week missionary campaign. For the first week of the campaign we will strengthen our local ministry in the great city of Hyderabad. Our team will teach an advanced-subject training conference to seasoned prison ministry persons and we will hold crusades in multiple jails and prisons. The second half of the trip the team will be in the capital city of New Delhi and neighboring Delhi. This is the first time we’ve taken Prisoners For Christ’s ministry to this region. We will be building something new, we will be establishing A New Foundation. Let us consider some parallels with Paul’s experience and that of the India missionary team.
14 I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.  If Christians are perfect then why the need to admonish one another? The answer is that Christians are not perfect. To mitigate this, the Prisoners For Christ missionary team invests hours upon hours of preparation time for every campaign. We review a training manual that is over 100-pages long. We read the Book of Acts with a keen eye toward missionary actions. We coach on the need to “die to self,” to prefer others above ourselves; we invest effort in understanding the difference between an offense and an irritation. On the mission field our experience is “everything is exaggerated,” meaning emotions have to be kept in check. Our team members are qualified, they are full of goodness. We study, so that we can be filled with all knowledge. And we provide leadership so that, as necessary, we are able also to admonish one another.
15, 16 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting you in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God, 16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.  Even though our prison team is prepared, we are prayed-up, we have fasted, and we have submitted to the Lord and one another, we still need to keep “our head in the game.” Paul wrote boldly, being sensitive to the fact that we are who we are because of the kindness, mercy, and grace of God upon us. That we need to live holy and be mindful of the grace of the Lord as we endeavor to be ministers of Jesus Christ. Our team, like Paul, has a focus – ministering the gospel of God, that the offering of the Gentiles (the lost) would be sanctified (set apart for God’s purposes) by the Holy Ghost. Our team is purposed to train leaders in India, to conduct conferences, to establish ministers – and we are also intent on ministering the gospel of God that the lost in jails and prisons would know Christ and be converted.
17, 18 I have therefore whereof I may glory through Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to God. 18 For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed,  Because of the grace of God and because of the work of the ministry Paul took delight in seeing the work of the gospel go forward, to see lives changed, to see believers brought to maturity. Paul recognized that human effort, in and of itself, without proper motivation, could accomplish some temporary good, but how it pales next to a work enabled by the Holy Ghost, with the anointing of God upon it. If there’s anything I have confidence in, it is that in my weakness, faults, shortcomings, fears, and uncertainties, as I put myself in God’s hands and pursue His will, not only will short term good come of it, but lasting good. I believe God, and in preparation for any trip, be it to the county jail that I can get to in 30 minutes, or to the prisons across the state of Washington that take all day to get to, or the prisons of India that take 24 hours of flying and months of preparation, I know that God will have His way, and that the work of God will advance, and that God takes pleasure in using an ordinary man like me, yea, a full team of ordinary men, and will do something extraordinary with them.
19 Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.  The extraordinary! Mighty signs and wonders! We look forward to this. With humility and reverence we expect it. The power of the Spirit of God is without comparison. The greatest hydroelectric dams, the greatest nuclear plants, the tides of the great oceans, all of this power cannot hold a candle to the power of the Spirit of God, God the Holy Ghost, third person of the Trinity of God, the one who was given when Christ Jesus ascended to Heaven after his resurrection. The promise of the Father, the Spirit of God, who indwells the believer, guides the believer, protects the believer, and comforts the believer. When God lives in you, you are emboldened to fully preach the gospel of Christ. Let others say God is limited and doesn’t do what He did in the Book of Acts today, but the reason we read the Book of Acts before every trip is because we believe God is alive and well and we will most fully preach the gospel of Christ. We’ll do that locally, nationally, and around the world. God be praised!

20, 21 Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon another man's foundation: 21 But as it is written, To whom he was not spoken of, they shall see: and they that have not heard shall understand.  These two verses are the verses given to Evangelist Alan Barrentine of Prisoners For Christ January, 2009, a full 10 months before the team was scheduled to depart for India. We’re going to New Delhi and Delhi. This is all new. We will lay A New Foundation. We will preach the gospel in prisons, with the help and grace of God, in a new city, a city of 16-million in a nation with 10-times the population density of the United States. There are many frontiers left to conquer in prison missions – the waiting list for new countries gets longer and longer. To sustain the work is important, but to advance into new territory, to places not where Christ was named, is part of the Great Commission, to Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature Mark 16:15. That includes the prisons of distant lands – the last frontier of evangelism.
_________________________________

We have the example of scripture, we have the experience of international missions, we have the power of the Spirit of God, the testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God with us – what shall we fear?
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