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1 Corinthians 15:46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. One of the properly accepted methods of biblical interpretation and thus learning how things work in the kingdom of God is to recognize the reality that many natural events portrayed in the scriptures demonstrate a spiritual truth. This is the biblical way of conveying truth. A common natural event with a spiritual significance is the story of the Noah’s Ark. In the natural a warning was given of impending doom. A physical ark was prepared and Noah’s family, along with animals, went in. The storm came, and only those in the ark survived. The spiritual aspect is that those that are found in Christ Jesus will escape the judgment of God. Those outside of the ark perished; those outside of Christ perish. Throughout the Old Testament there are countless similar events wherein the truths of the kingdom of God are revealed.

In the New Testament Jesus taught in parables. This again is a natural illustration spoken to convey a spiritual truth concerning the kingdom of Heaven. On the International Missions field many American Prisoners For Christ missionaries use the “natural and the spiritual” method of preaching. We preach like Jesus preached. In America often a preacher will have four points in the outline and finish with a poem. That works in America. It doesn’t work on the International field. For starters, we don’t have the time to develop a four-point sermon, and the point of the poem is very much “lost in the translation.” In America we can preach a 40 minute sermon; on the mission field the sermons are 15 minutes long, maximum, including the time for the interpreter. I have had to preach a full message in only seven minutes, with interpreter, on the foreign field. Following are three sermons that could be used on the foreign field, using the principle of “first the natural, then the spiritual.” Read it considering how it would sound preached live!
 “God, Be Merciful to Me” – (key verse Luke 18:13 And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.)  Jesus told a story of two men who went to church to pray. Praying is a good thing. When we pray to God we should do so with thanksgiving, reverence, humility, and we bring our petitions before him. John the Baptist taught his disciples to pray, and Jesus taught his disciples to pray. In this story we have two men. One is an educated religious leader. All the people admire him. They say this man speaks for God. He is a teacher in Israel. Jesus is teaching about those who are proud, arrogant, and that trust in themselves and not in God. The first man to pray is the religious leader. His prayer isn’t about confession, it isn’t about asking for wisdom to ministry the heart of God to the people. No, his prayer is thanking God that he’s not a lawbreaker, he’s not a criminal, he’s not a cheater, he’s not an adulterer, he’s not even as bad as this tax collector! He then goes on to sing his own praises, how he tithes from his income, he fasts, he prays, he’s a teacher, he’s important, and how he’s a good man. Probably has a family, property, status in the community. And he’s doing God a favor by standing in the middle of the church for all to see, praying out loud! Then there’s the second man, where the Bible says And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. The hated tax collector has his face to the ground, he won’t even look up, and he’s pounding his chest in grief and guilt asking God for mercy. God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Jesus says the tax collector went back to his house justified. God had heard his prayer, even though the man left just as he’d come, discouraged and ashamed. Let us pray to God with humility. Let us receive grace from God. Whatever we have done that can cause us to beat our own chest, to not even lift up our eyes to Heaven, to weigh heavy on our hearts, let us ask God for mercy, let us ask God to be merciful to us. Jesus came to save sinners. Let him have his way with you today, let us come to God through Christ Jesus, the one who love us and gave himself for us. Truly the Lord hears the prayer of the humble, and he’ll hear you today!

 “Remember Me” – (key verse Luke 23:42-43 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.) Jesus the Son of God came to this earth in the form of a child, and grew to be a man. He was God in the flesh and his mission was to do the will of his Father. Jesus was betrayed by his best friends. Judas betrayed him to the authorities, Peter denied knowing who Jesus was, and all the disciples fled when Jesus was taken captive. Then there was a trial. Many people gave false and conflicting testimony in an attempt to find a reason to condemn him. When Jesus admitted that he was the Son of God the religious leaders had their crime: blasphemy! Then he was hit in the face, he was spit upon, he was beaten with a whip and a crown of thorns was shoved onto his head. He had to carry the cross until he could carry it no more. He was then nailed to the cross, the spikes being driven through his hands and through his feet. He was in great physical and emotional pain. This was the lowest point in human history, but it was about to be the greatest victory in the history of the world. Jesus was crucified between two thieves. Both thieves railed against Jesus. Then one thief admitted that they were there for their crimes, getting what they deserved, the death sentence. The other thief remained bitter and hateful, but the second thief had a change of heart. He had nothing to offer. He was a lifetime criminal, a man in the gallows, a man receiving the death penalty. A man already on the cross of crucifixion. No hope of reprieve, no hope of another trial, no hope of a pardon… or was there? Was there hope of a pardon? The thief saw something in Jesus, And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise. How many of us have said “Lord, Remember Me!” There was not time for the thief to make things right before coming to God. There was not time or opportunity to be baptized, to join a church, to read the Bible, to even pray. He could only ask Jesus “remember me.” And Jesus remembered him. And the first person to follow Jesus into Heaven was a condemned prisoner. No good works, no nothing. Just a heart that reached out to God, and God reached out to him. How many here want to say to Jesus “remember me”? How many will give their hearts and lives to Jesus Christ, the risen Savior of men. Today is the day of salvation, let us invite Christ Jesus into our hearts today.
 “Coming Home” – (key verse Luke 15:24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.)  Jesus told the story of a wasteful son, an ungrateful son, an unteachable son. Jesus was telling the people how the Kingdom of Heaven works. Many religious leaders of that day were teaching many wrong things about God and Kingdom of God. Jesus told a story of the heart of God. The story goes like this, A man had two sons, and one of them wanted his inheritance NOW. So with a broken heart the father gives to the son his inheritance, and the son kicks off the dust of his old town and goes to a far away land. He spends money recklessly. He has no wisdom, no guidance, no mentor, no one to help him. He runs out of money at the same time he runs out of “friends.” His dad cared for him. His mom cared for him. But he left all of that, he wanted to do his own thing, go his own way, he’d say, “what does dad know anyway, he just wants to keep me down with rules and regulations.” Then a famine came, and with no money, no skills, and a bad attitude, the son begins to get hungry. He’s now feeding the pigs and he’s not even allowed to eat the food that’s given to the pigs. Then he comes to himself, he starts thinking for the first time. He decides to go back home to his father, to be one of the hired help so at least he doesn’t starve. He knows he’s messed up badly, and he’s ashamed, and concludes that he’s got to pay a price for his sin for the rest of his life. Meanwhile his dad is looking down the road every day for his son to come back. He cries, he prays, he thinks of his son, his tender son, out in the world on his own. His heart is broken. He continues to pray. Then one day the father sees in the distance someone walking. Is it his son? He’s got a beard now, he’s thinner, his clothes are raggedy, but wait… yes… it’s him! He runs to his son and hugs and kisses him. The son, so ashamed, is trying to say that he’s sinned and is ashamed and is no longer worthy to be called his son, but the father isn’t listening to it. He calls for a feast, he calls to have the family ring put on his hand, a new robe, new shoes. Why? Because the father said For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. The heart of God is thus toward you and me. We were sometimes lost in this world, doing our own thing, running headlong in disobedience and lawlessness. We wasted what we had, and caused grief to our own families and friends. But God has open arms. He knows we’re sinners, he wants relationship with us. He wants us to have life and have it more abundantly. Let the love of God be your portion, let Jesus have his way with you. Come to the cross and receive forgiveness of sins and be restored to your Heavenly Father. For God is like unto the father in this story – he rejoices over a lost son who comes home. Who today wants to come home to Jesus? Who would invite him into your heart this day. The angels in heaven rejoice over one sinner who is converted. Let the angels rejoice over you!
___________________________________________

Jesus taught in parables; he used various natural examples to give the hearer, those who wanted to hear, how the kingdom of Heaven works so that the hearer could have relationship w/ God according to the will of God.
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