The Moment of Truth

Bob Jordan
P.O. Box 1530
Prisoners For Christ
Woodinville, WA 98072-1530
From time to time it’s very probable that you will face a “moment of truth.” This is a time when you have the opportunity to see what you’re really made of. The moment of truth is where you face a decision, and based on your character, your judgment, your training, your teaching, and your maturity you make the right or the wrong choice. The right choice is the godly choice; the wrong choice is the fleshly choice. One leads to life and peace, the other appeals to our fallen natures and leads to heartache, heartbreak, disappointment, discouragement, and death. Let’s consider some persons in the Bible who faced the moment of truth and what the results were. Let’s also consider our ultimate example of godliness, the Lord Jesus Christ.
	Who
	What
	Decision
	Short Term Results
	Long Term Results

	Joseph
	Adultery with a willing woman
	Did not do it.
	Jailed for a few years
	Saved a nation, reputation restored

	Judas
	Sell out his best friend for money
	Did it.
	Gained 30 pieces of silver
	Hanged himself; went to Hell

	Daniel
	Cease praying
	Did not do it.
	Jailed, tossed in Lion’s den
	Enemies destroyed, Revelation prophet

	Aaron
	Give in and make golden calf
	Did it.
	Everyone liked him
	Lost his testimony, many died, fostered rebellion

	Job
	Property and children lost
	Did not curse God
	Rebuked by his “friends”
	Everything restored to double the original

	Jonah
	God wanted him to go to Nineveh
	Didn’t do it.
	Got a free boat ride
	Got a free ride in the whales belly


Hebrews 12   Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. 4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. 5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 

The Bible is very true when it speaks of sin having pleasures for a season (Hebrews 11:25). Because sin has pleasure, and there no denying the short term pleasure, is sin something we really want to participate in? Can’t we just “get forgiveness” and have it both ways? Paul says in Romans 6:1-2, What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Thus, for the Christian, who has received Christ as Savior, and has the Holy Spirit of God living in him, there is power to live for Christ. Still, we live in a fallen world, and we have a nature inclined toward sin. So what does it take to succeed in the moment of truth? Let’s consider the scriptures from Hebrews 12 above.
#1  Lay Aside Sin v1  let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us…
It’s easier to run a race without packing excess weight. Sin is a weight. Remember that. It will be easier to succeed in the moment of truth when you’re living clean and walking in the Spirit.
#2  Be Patient v1  run with patience the race that is set before us.
The Christian life is a marathon, with occasional sprints. It takes patience and long-range vision to get to the finish line. Know that every prayer is not answered in our time frame. And during this long race, various moments of truth will come. Be patient and go through them successfully.
#3  Remember Jesus v2 Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith…
We have an example in Jesus. We have someone who was tempted in every way as we are, yet without sin. Remember Jesus, with whom our faith begins and will be completed.  Trust Jesus and remember Jesus’ example when our moments of truth come.
#4  You Can Stand Alone v3 For consider him who endured such contradiction of sinners…
Everyone abandoned Jesus. Those closest to him denied him, fled from him, left him alone. Jesus endured it, and so can you. Be prepared to stand alone when the moment of truth comes.
#5  You Can Take More Than You Think v4 Ye have not resisted unto blood, striving against sin…  Ever read a POW book? Torture. Deprivation. Ever read the last part of Hebrews 11? Don’t be a light-weight flake – determine to make it regardless of the personal cost when facing the moment of truth.
So how do we know we’re on the right track? What if we want to do right, and we think we’re doing right, but we’re actually doing something wrong?  Do you think that God will let you go down the wrong path, even if you’re “sincere”? Being sincere isn’t the issue. It’s part of the issue, but it’s not all of the issue.
When an earthly father corrects a son, according to Hebrews 12:10 he does it after his own judgment. That judgment may be godly or ungodly. The Almighty WILL chastise and correct us. This is a guarantee. If you’re not being corrected by God, then you don’t belong to God. Think about this. If you have no consciousness of sin, and no awareness of sin, and are continuing on in error, then you need to consider that you may well not be a Christian at all.

Remember the scriptures from Hebrews 12:5-11, and how no chastening is joyous or pleasant in the short term (remember our examples on the table above), but, according to Hebrews 12:11, for the long term, it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness.  We gave five reasons above for what we can draw upon for succeeding in the moment of truth. Let us conclude with a sixth: The more we learn about the will of God, and do the will of God, the less we need to be corrected by God. When we are doing right we can expect to succeed in our relationships, our business, our decisions, our growth, our participation in advancing the kingdom of God.  If we want to avoid needless correction, when the moment of truth comes determine to be an overcomer.
Let us let God have his way with us. Let us decide in advance that when the moment of truth comes we can win, and we will win. We will do what is right. We will glorify God. We will enjoy the long-term benefits of godliness and holiness. We will take our position in this last day as a man of God, committed to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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