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A missionary is a person who has the call of God on their life to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ to persons outside their own community – a missionary does the work of an evangelist, proclaiming Christ to persons who don’t know him, and then continues on in Christ’s service to these new converts in teaching, training, and befriending them. Following are four accounts of missionary activity in the Book of Acts. Let us see the work of evangelism, and what we can expect if we too answer the call of God to be a missionary. Each event has a major lesson from the account, something for any Christian worker to consider.
Missionary work takes courage and conviction     Acts 8:5-13  Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. 6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 8 And there was great joy in that city. 9 But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great one: 10 To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the great power of God. 11 And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries. 12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 13 Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done.

Philip the Evangelist went to the people of Samaria, previously the hated peoples bordering Israel. The missionary has a heart for the gospel, and for people, because that’s God’s heart. God is interested in people. Philip had great boldness, for he went to these people and openly preached Christ, and God confirmed his ministry with signs and wonders following. And people whom the devil was tormenting were being set free by the power of God, because a man came and preached Christ! The result was that there was great joy in the city. This is how it is supposed to be. When the light of the gospel comes people are set free, there is liberty, there is freedom, and there is great joy. Notice that there’s a reason why people were oppressed of the devil – there was an abundance of sorcery in their midst, and they had embraced this false doctrine, this doctrine of devils. But when the glorious truth of the gospel came, lives were changed! When the gospel of grace penetrates hearts and minds and people make a change, they can believe, be baptized, and begin the process of being conformed into the image of Christ, even those individuals bound by Satan’s lies!
Major Lesson: Sometimes a missionary has to go to where demonic activity is in abundance, to where the people are despised. The missionary has to have the courage and conviction to preach a pure gospel message. This is spiritual warfare, but according to 1 John 4:4 Greater is he [Christ] that is within me, than he [the devil] that is within the world. In this we have the victory, and the missionary goes in confidence.

Missionary work is worthy of investment and support     Acts 11:19-30  Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phoenicia, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only. 20 And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching the LORD Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord. 22 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. 23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. 24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord. 25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: 26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 27 And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch. 28 And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar. 29 Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea: 30 Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.

The missionary is glad when souls come to Christ. When you see a Bible on the pulpit of a church preaching hate, racism, division, and elitism know this: they did not get that teaching from the Bible. Here the Jews, used to living among themselves, are seeing the gospel being opened to the Gentiles. Good advice is that when you see God doing something, join in! Good men, discerning men, mature men, were witnessing the gospel fanning out, just as Jesus said in Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. Because Christ taught this, and they understood it, when it happened before them they were ready to receive it. The brothers then sent for the apostles, who abode with the new converts for a full year, teaching the people the ways of the Lord. No one is born knowing the principles of the kingdom of God – they have to be taught, and that requires investment. The brothers back at home-base, learning by revelation that a famine was coming, purposed to send relief to the missionaries and the new converts, that the word of the Lord would not be hindered. Each sent what they could. They sent it via recognized leaders. There was giving, and it was to men of honor and accountability.
Major Lesson: When God is doing a new thing, and good men are embracing it, and it’s consistent with Christian teaching, then join in and support it with your efforts and your finances. Giving allows the men on the front lines to teach and train new converts, such that the kingdom of God can be strengthened and then extended.
Missionaries must be spiritually prepared     Acts 13:1-12 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. 4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. 5 And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John to their minister. 6 And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Barjesus: 7 Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith. 9 Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him. 10 And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by the hand. 12 Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord.

The men were seeking Christ, and they were in prayer with much fasting. They practiced the spiritual disciplines, and ministered to those being sent forth by the laying on of hands. The missionaries were putting first things first, putting themselves in the hands of God and seeking him with all earnestness as to their course of action. They then preached in the synagogues and afterward kept on their journey. They then ran into a child of the devil himself – more spiritual warfare, more opposition. More need for the rich anointing of the Holy Spirit of God. And God was there! The missionaries, recognizing the situation before them and having spiritual discernment, thanks to the season of prayer and ministry to the Lord, were spiritually prepared and declared that God’s hand was on this evil obstacle, and God took him out! Then the surrogate saw the power of God and believed the message, being astonished at the teaching of Christ. 
Major Lesson: The missionary has to go out in the power of the Holy Ghost, and do so by prayer and ministry to the Lord. The mission field is no place to “play church.” It’s serious business but victory can be the missionary’s if he’s spiritually prepared and in-tune. Prayer, fasting, study, discipline – all are part of being spiritually prepared.
Missionaries are Teachers and Must be Themselves Teachable     Acts 18:24-28 And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus. 25 This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. 26 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly. 27 And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed through grace: 28 For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publicly, showing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ.

Apollos of Alexandria was travelling to Ephesus to preach the gospel. Apollos was articulate, capable, passionate, and knowledgeable. He had a genuine concern for souls. He preached with all he had, and the Spirit of the Lord was with him. He too was preaching in the synagogue, something that took boldness in this early church age. And a well-seasoned couple, Aquila and Priscilla, heard the message and no doubt were well pleased with the zeal of this young evangelist. Yet they in their wisdom and experience were able to speak into his life, explaining certain aspects of the scriptures more thoroughly. This young man received their instruction and counsel, and became even more effective in his ministry. He went on to be included in other parts of the scriptures, still fervent and still preaching and teaching. The church was further equipped as a result of his ministry.

Major Lesson: Any missionary would do well to open themselves to Godly input, regardless of the measure of success they may be having in their ministry. A teacher must be teachable.
PAGE  
2

