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Jesus, God incarnate, identified with the humanity of mankind. The Great God Jesus Christ, God’s Son, came at the right time, to the right people, for the right purposes, all within the will of God. Nothing in the high counsel of God was out of order, mistaken, or in error, regarding the mission of Jesus Christ. The heartbeat of God (if I may use that expression) was that man would have a personal relationship with God. To this point sin had separated mankind from God, and through a series of required, yet imperfect sacrifices man had a relationship with God, in some measure. Furthermore, there was the written Law and the Scriptures, which further directed man to God. When Jesus came and saw how those who should know better were perverting the very means whereby man could come to know the ways of God, he did not take it in a namby-pamby manner; he didn’t “turn the other cheek.” Rather he was zealous for the work of the ministry. Let us consider this zeal, and let’s see how what we do either mirrors those who are slack concerning God, or brings people (including ourselves) to a closer walk with Christ.
John 2:13-25 And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting: 15 And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables; 16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise. 17 And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. 18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign showest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things? 19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? 21 But he spake of the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said. 23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did. 24 But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, 25 And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.

Misguided Ministry
13 And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 And found in the 
temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting.
The scriptures admonishes church leaders in Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. Yet we have here a situation in the temple of Jerusalem the very people who are supposed to be bringing people closer to God putting obstacles in their way to keep them from getting to God. And to compound it, they were profiting financially from the whole affair. And here they are sitting on their backsides, gathering in the spoils, all in the name of Godliness. Here’s how the racket went: The leaders point to convenient scriptures and show that God wanted sacrifices and added some guilt to the situation (always get to people’s emotions – false religious leaders have this down to a science). Then, “to make it easy on the people” have the sacrifice-offerings right there in the temple for purchase. Of course, it has to be purchased with certain kinds of money, and if you don’t have that kind, then you can trade, or “change” your money for the required money. Since there are “handling charges” involved, the temple leaders profit from changing the money, and also from the sale of the sacrifices, and they claim to have a clear conscience about it. That’s called “double dipping” and is an abomination in God’s eyes – note Psalms 11:1 A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is his delight. Interesting, is it not?  The very people who handled the word of God and were justifying a false balance probably didn’t even know that it was an abomination to the Lord.  They just sat there and raked it in. 
Today false leaders do the same thing. But what about you, the average church-goer? What about when you skip church, or bounce from church-to-church to avoid accountability and involvement? What about when you are stingy with your tithes and offerings and works of service? What about when you are more concerned about a business deal with people at church than you are about inviting the unsaved to church? Today, everyone in the church has a responsibility to draw near to God personally, and help others to do the same. General William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army, exhorted his ministry team to “get saved, stay saved, and get someone else saved.” Is that your testimony as a Christian, or are you misusing the Church?
Cleaning House

15 And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep,
and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables; 16 And said unto them
that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise.

Note that this occurs in John 2. Jesus cleanses the temple in another account in other gospels too (it is generally understood that they are two separate temple cleansings, not just the same one repeated later). Here in John 2 this cleansing is being done at the beginning of his ministry. Concerning Jesus and his behavior, recall 1 Peter 2:22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth. So Jesus made a whip, drove both people and cattle out of the temple, overturned the moneychanger tables, rebuked them roundly, and yet did this without sin! Today, we think if we look at someone sideways that “we’re judging them.” Yet Jesus ran them out. Fascinating. Sure doesn’t look like the weak, meek, lowly Jesus some would have us to believe we should model ourselves after. 
Today we want to make the rich guy happy, so we give him a pass as he introduces his third wife and we give him a pass when we learn he’s a liquor merchant and we proceed to do what we’re not supposed to do, as described in James 2:3-4 And ye have respect to him that weareth the [expensive] clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool, are ye not then partial in yourselves…? Jesus ran out the money guys. Further, Jesus dealt with the hard issues, the ones where church discipline was required. I have not been in on everything that goes on in any church I’ve been a part of over these last many years, but in all my years in the church I’ve seen “church discipline” carried out only a few times, and it should have occurred a lot more that it did. But we give a pass because we don’t have the zeal for the ministry like we should. We don’t realize that by giving a pass we cheapen the gospel, we minimize it, we keep people away, we spread confusion, and we miss the will of God. Cleaning house means just that – if we’re keeping others from coming to God, or we’re putting obstacles it the way of those coming to God, or we’re preferring the rich reprobate (even if he’s a tither – a big giver) over the lowly among us, then we need our own house cleaned. I repeat, clean your own house before you clean the house of others!
Intellectual Honesty in the Ministry
17 And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.
Note how the disciples “remembered” what was written? If they had never read it in the first place, or been taught it, they wouldn’t have anything to remember. Note the church leaders, they remembered nothing, knew nothing, because they likely had read nothing and had no zeal for the work of God, only for their own gain. Disgusting. And note also what was remembered was from Psalms 69:9 For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me. Look at the New Testament leaders – Peter, Paul, Steven, John, James, to name a few. Do you think they didn’t have zeal for the ministry? We should have a zeal for God that is second to nothing in our life. We should have a passion for holiness, for souls, for advancing the kingdom of God, for building up the saints, for teaching people the ways and will of God. And if we don’t, and won’t, then even if we make our living from the gospel we should get out and go pump gas somewhere. Make an honest dollar, but get out of the way of others! I’ve seen national ministry figures fall as well as local ministers fall all because the “man of God” can’t keep his eye’s off another man’s wife, can’t keep his hand out of the offering plate, and can’t muster the courage to confront sin in the camp. Jesus knew his mission, and he knew how the phonies were getting in the way of the people, and he ran them out! Be honest to yourself in ministry.


We’d do well to examine our own lives. Are we showing respect to the House of God? Do we have influence and use it to rule over others or do we use our influence to encourage and lead others and assist others to Christ? Divorce. Crime. Addictions. Ignoring the brokenhearted. Building programs rather than building people. Conduct your ministry like Jesus conducted his if you want to be in ministry. 

Consider this verse in Mark 10:21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. This is the account of the young ruler, who was rich, who confronted Jesus with questions, making it clear that in his own life he had kept the commandments and wanted to know what to do to inherit eternal life. Note Jesus, “…beholding him loved him.” When you love someone, I mean really love someone, then you can and will speak the truth into their lives – head on, even if it cost you something. When you don’t love people then you don’t speak into their lives, plain and simple. You can always find a reason to do something else, and bury yourself in other responsibilities, and leave the greater thing undone because you don’t love people. Jesus spoke the truth to the young man, Jesus spoke the truth to those in temple. And why not, for we know the words of Jesus from John 1:14 … I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. Jesus knew that the church would be the method whereby man would know and grow in God, and it was his zealous passion from the beginning. It should be yours and it should be mine also if we are to be in ministry.
The Results of Proper Ministry
18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign showest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things? 19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? 21 But he spake of the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said.

Amazing, but the religious leaders wanted yet another sign (miracle). Jesus was about to give them one. And in their thick-headed, natural, unregenerate mind they missed it completely. Jesus was speaking obviously about his own body. His disciples at the time didn’t fully understand it. But they would. They would because they stayed with Jesus. They let the Holy Spirit speak to them. Just as He brought Psalm 69:9 to their remembrance, He also brought “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up” to their remembrance after Jesus was raised from the dead. This only happens when you stay in the game, walk by faith, put Christ first, and listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit. This is how it’s supposed to work in the church. You grow in Christ, you stay near, you participate in the work of the Church, you are zealous of good works, you want others to be won to Christ, you support the work of the Church, and the Holy Spirit speaks to you, guides you, brings things to your remembrance, and comforts you. Would you rather have that or some cheap imitation – the imitation that leads to shipwreck? If your gift is singing or music, be the best you can be and dedicate it to Christ; if you teach or preach practice and study to be the very best you can, if you open doors to greet people, be the very, very best at that you can be. This is how your ministry should function. 
Saving Faith Does Matter
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, 
When  they saw the miracles which he did. 24 But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because

He knew all men, 25 And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.

Ever heard of a jail-house conversion? Know what it means? It means that an inmate takes Christ as Savior to gain favor with others (judges especially). Do you know what miracle-faith is? It’s faith in Christ based on what you see, not based on a change of heart. Jesus knew this, he knew what was in the heart of man. He didn’t commit to them because he knew them, that they followed him because of the miracles and not because of a changed heart. God is interested in faith, not a bunch of noise, activity, excitement, emotion, with no substance, and no fruit, and no change of heart. If you want Christ to bless you, bless your ministry, and bless your church then you had better have a genuine conversion, a genuine change of heart, show genuine repentance, and produce some real, lasting fruit, or else God is going to pass you by. Zeal without a change of heart is just a lot of commotion, contention, and confusion. Zeal with a change of heart and a heart that is following hard after God will cause the world to stand up and take notice, and the Church will be triumphant, the ministry will flourish, and the saints will take part in the end-time harvest of souls that the Master came to this earth, lived, died, and was raised again for. If we aren’t busy about the Master’s business in our ministry, then just what is our ministry about anyway?

It is my firm conviction that the pimp, the prostitute, the doper, and the drug pusher will have to stand in line on Judgment Day and wait while the pastor, teacher, and Christian Worker who was supposed to know God and was supposed to lead the people to God, and didn’t, get their sentence. Remember Matthew 7:22-23 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

Beloved, let God have his way with you. Ask him for courage, ask him to cleanse your heart. In my many years in Jail and Prison ministry whenever we give the inmates an opportunity to pick one of songs from the song book, they always pick “Create In Me A Clean Heart” taken from Psalms 51. These men have had a belly full of sin, are tired of it, and know that if they’re going to ever make it, it’s going to have be with the power of God in their life and a heart cleansed of sin and iniquity.

 Psalm 51 Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. 4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. 5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. 6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 8 Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 9 Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. 11 Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. 12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. 13 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. 15 O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 16 For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 18 Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem. 19 Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar.
This prayer, which is good for the inmates, is also good for those on the outside. We can get it right in our ministry. We have the Bible, we have the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit, and we have God making a way for a personal relationship with us, we have the Church. But sin won’t be tolerated. Lukewarmness won’t be tolerated. Heed the words of Christ in Revelation 3:15-16 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Get it right if you desire to be in the ministry. Be zealous for God and for the work of God and get the results God intended for your ministry. The ministry is about Christ.

Ephesians 3:20-21 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.
PAGE  
1

