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As sad and regrettable as it is, not every so-called minister of the gospel is genuine. Paul the apostle calls a spade a spade in 2 Corinthians 11; he tells what the false leaders are all about and contrasts their life and work with his own. One day you may want to be a minister of Christ. Let's examine the life of a true minister of Christ, Paul the Apostle, and consider what you have to look forward to if you desire to be a genuine minister of Christ. This lesson is taken from the entire chapter of 2 Corinthians 11 and considers ten areas key to ministers of Christ.
1- Ministers of Christ Say What Must Be Said

1 Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: and indeed bear with me. 2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.


What you have to like about ministers of Christ like Paul, Peter and James is the fact that they tell it like it is and let the chips fall where they may. They are quick on their feet and don’t mind using irony or even sarcasm in making an important point. Paul takes a jab at the Corinthian church right off the bat to get their attention. Paul’s thesis is that false ministers are really good at taking the simple gospel and coming up with something complicated. The major doctrines of the Christian faith are not that hard to understand but those who want some "new revelation" buy most anything being peddled these days (and in the days of the original apostles). The real minister of Christ is jealous over God’s elect because that’s the heart of God. People are important and when those young in the faith are being led away by false leaders Paul is not about to sit back and let it happen. 
2- Ministers of Christ Know Sound Doctrine

4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him. 5 For I suppose I was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles. 6 But though I be rude in speech, yet not in knowledge; but we have been throughly made manifest among you in all things.


Here Paul makes it quite clear that some so-called ministers of Christ are preaching a message that may sound good, look good and smell good, but is rotten to the core because it’s not the orthodox message. Paul, in other parts of scripture, emphasizes sound doctrine (1 Timothy 1:10 For whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine; Titus 1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.). Persons unaware of the major doctrines of the Christian church easily fall prey to the message of “another Jesus.” Paul may not have been the most eloquent speaker (…though I be rude in speech…) but he was crystal clear on the doctrines of the faith (…yet not in knowledge…). In my own walk as a Christian I had pastors, especially early out, who taught studies and series on basic doctrine that provided me a foundation for living and for training others. There are the “Show Time” preachers and then there are the ministers of Christ who preach Christ and live a life consistent with that preaching.
3- Ministers of Christ Understand Leadership
8 I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to do you service. 9 And when I was present with you, and wanted, I was chargeable to no man: for that which was lacking to me the brethren which came from Macedonia supplied: and in all things I have kept myself from being burdensome unto you, and so will I keep myself.


Paul came to these people with a hard message – they needed correction. They were getting off track and losing their grip. False teachers were rising up and influencing those Paul had won to Christ. He had to come back and clean up the mess. And his focus was on the good will of these people – people for whom Christ died. Paul could have been like so many others and swooped in and preached a feel-good do-you-no-good message and then taken up a “love offering.” But his mind was on their Christian maturity and to prevent any distraction he made it clear what he was there for and what he wasn’t there for. It is right and proper for a minister to receive of those to whom he ministers, but in this situation Paul drove home the importance of his trip by demonstrating that other churches, churches that were strong, were supplying Paul’s material needs for this mission so as to strengthen the brethren. This message would not have been lost on the Corinthian church. You don’t spank with one hand and extend the other to receive an offering. They knew Paul meant business. Paul led by example.
4- Ministers of Christ Know The Enemy

12 But what I do, that I will do, that I may cut off occasion from them which desire occasion; that wherein they glory, they may be found even as we. 13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works. 


Paul makes it clear that these false apostles exist, and they are tools of the devil himself. This is very bold and if he said this today he'd be shouted down by the false leaders and their followers. Paul says that they will get theirs in the end. Ever seen a shipwrecked minister? They steal from the church offerings. They use their holy office as a cover to commit vile acts. Be sure of one thing - no one gets away with anything. Sin has a price. The false minister of Christ will pay a price that should terrify any false or true minister of the gospel. 
5- Ministers of Christ Have an Eternal Focus

18 Seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will glory also. 19 For ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are wise. 20 For ye suffer, if a man bring you into bondage, if a man devour you, if a man take of you, if a man exalt himself, if a man smite you on the face.


Paul loves people and because he loves people he tells them the truth. The false ministers and their followers glory in the flesh - they exalt the glory of man and minimize the holiness of God. The spotlight is on "God's man of the hour" rather than on God himself. Paul says these men will devour you. They'll take your wealth, your health, your purpose, and your dreams and leave you as if you had been slapped in the face. Spiritually you have let your guard down and because of it you will get clobbered. The minister of Christ must keep an eternal perspective and do things consistent with the principles of the kingdom of God. People first and self last!
6- Ministers of Christ Do What Needs to be Done
23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. 24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep.

So what happens to a minister of Christ? They work their backsides off, they endure hardship, they forfeit some of the good things of this world and are rewarded with abuse, some even receive death. Anyone want to be a minister of Christ? Realize that like Abraham you are looking for a city whose builder and maker is God. But the unredeemed have only this life and they’re not interested in your lifestyle or your message. So be prepared for hardships. When you see a so-called minister of Christ living the high life and preaching a milquetoast message ask yourself the questions as Paul did in verse 23, Are they ministers of Christ?
7- Ministers of Christ Understand Peril
26 In journeying often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren. Let us consider the eight perils that are not uncommon for the minister of Christ:

1. Perils of waters - hardships due to environment (heat, cold, insects, humidity, storms)

2. Perils of robbers - when you go into places angels fear to tread you won't get the red carpet treatment

3. Perils by my own countrymen - sometimes those closest to you will turn on you. Ever been betrayed?

4. Perils by the heathen - It's nothing new for the devil to move a reprobate to come against a Christian who is taking ground for Christ

5. Perils in the city - the mafia, drug runners, and smut merchants are not interested in your street preaching.

6. Perils in the wilderness - taking the gospel to desolate areas with no civil authority protection is a risk the minister of Christ takes.

7. Perils in the sea - traveling to carry the gospel has its own risks, especially when you're not welcome.

8. Perils among false brethren - they are expert at being on offense so don't play patty cake with them

8- Ministers of Christ are Mature

27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 


Real ministers are not lightweights and are not easily intimidated. They endure sacrifice and extreme inconvenience, all the while keeping their eye on the ball - which means strengthening the Christian community, the saints, the church. Why? Because false teachers are everywhere and the love of God compels the real minister to be in ministry! So they endure weariness and pain (the human body has limitations); they sacrificially go without comforts or safety when it’s required or needed, and they do all of this for love of the people of God, to see them come into the full stature of the Christian faith, to be conformed into the image of Christ, to be more Christ-like, to manifest the fruit of the Spirit, and to advance the kingdom of God.
9- Ministers of Christ Love Christ

31 The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie not.


The minister of Christ has a life that backs up his testimony. God knows the heart of the minister of Christ, and the minister of Christ knows the heart of God, which is people, thus the minister strives to bring men and women to the Savior, who is blessed forever more, amen and amen!

10- Ministers of Christ Keep On Keeping On
32 In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king kept the city of the damascenes with a garrison, desirous to apprehend me: 33 And through a window in a basket was I let down by the wall, and escaped his hands.


So the Apostle Paul journeyed back to a church and experienced perils and hardships to do so, delivered a sharp rebuke to the church leadership and congregation, then escaped the local governor and risked his life yet again by being let down a wall in a basket. Does it ever end for the minister of Christ? Is there ever a time when you get to “retire” and sit back in comfort? For some yes and it’s legitimate, but for others there is a different call on their life and it may well mean hardship for the long road. I know of missionaries who to this day hear the voice of God, are moved by the Spirit of God, and influence multiple thousands for the kingdom of God. They will never get headlines in the papers, no special network report will follow them, no one outside of the kingdom cares for these non-descript missionaries. The minister of Christ is moved by the work of the kingdom of God and the good news of salvation in Christ. One day the minister of Christ will not need to do the work anymore. Regarding Paul the Apostle, he was finally tracked down by those who wanted to silence him. We read of his execution in 2 Timothy 4: 6-8 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. Paul kept on until the very end, and he didn’t die a bitter, broken old man, but he died a content, fulfilled, happy man ready to meet Jesus. This is the way it is for the minister of Christ.

_____________________________________
So there you have it. You can go the stardust trail way. That's the way where you are loved and admired by the world. You live in great wealth and are forever pursuing it. You have a big title. You preach the same lame, powerless gospel. Lives are not changed but everyone feels good. You are a physician of no value (Job 13:4) and a whited sepulcher (Matthew 23:27). Being conformed into the image of Christ is not the goal; having a "new revelation" and "speaking a word" is preferred over prayer, holy living, and sacrifice. If you challenge the feel-good "preacher" you will be accused of "stretching forth your hand against God's anointed." They shy away from teaching doctrine because "it's divisive" (true). They don't want to offend anyone. The cross of Christ is not taught because it is too offensive. Paul had little use for these false ministers. But they draw the crowds, are lovers of themselves, and enjoy the praises of men.
Then there's the sawdust trail. This is the faith life. This is the one where you're no friend of the world’s system. You preach a consistent, real, relevant gospel and are hated for it. Your message may not make people feel good at the time, but you’re preaching a message that does them good and is to their eternal benefit. Paul said “Am I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?” (Galatians 4:16)  My pastor gets in the arena of public debate - he has had death threats, has been slandered in the print and visual media. He's been accused of bigotry and hatred. So much for the praises of men! That’s what happens to a real minister of Christ. I've watched the leader of my prison ministry carry the gospel into prisons all over the world. He knows what "weariness and painfulness" (2 Corinthians 11:27) is all about. Life in developing countries is often difficult; our leader of the International Ministry team has been sick during and after an international campaign. A missionary in my denomination was attacked on the mission field; his family was brutalized and he himself had his skull cracked in the event. All of those I've described are still in active ministry taking ground for the kingdom of God. They preach a relevant gospel; they teach how a person can receive Christ and live for Christ. They teach Christian principles and truths and lives are redeemed and changed. There is nothing new about real ministers suffering persecution, hardship, perils, and difficulties. None of them are driving expensive cars. All of them have the respect of mature Christians. None of them are friends of the world’s system. All of them love people. None of them are involved in scandal. All of them have long lists of accomplishments. None of them receive the praise of men. All of them have built ministries that impact people locally and around the world.
And then there are the pastors and Christian workers I came to know and love in Africa. Even in the midst of their own material lack they are not only raising families and ministering to the local church, but they are carrying the good news of the gospel of Christ into the prisons of their land. They have no desire to strive for comfort; they are ministers of Christ. And I can speak of the volunteers I have the privilege of ministering with in the jails and prisons in Washington State. We have a team that drives four hours one way to hold a 90-minute church service in a notorious, remote prison and they’ve done this monthly for seven years. Not only is the fuel cost high but twice they’ve had major and expensive vehicle breakdowns that they had fixed with their own resources. Music and concert teams practice endless hours, invest large sums of their own monies to acquire equipment and lug it around all over the place – all for volunteer work. The teams I have ministered with have endured rainstorms, snowstorms, heat waves, automobile breakdowns, fatigue, you name it. They have sacrificed time with their own families because it is in their heart to be a minister of Christ in jails and prisons. Because of a severe speech impediment on my own part for years and years I practiced each of my sermons over and over and over before ever going into a jail or prison to share them (still do actually). I didn’t want to botch it up inside so I worked as hard as I could beforehand to make up for my own inabilities. God is not interested in your ability near as much as he’s interested in your availability. Our International Missions teams raise their own support, leave their families, and go into countries that don’t enjoy the comfort, laws, medical facilities, and safety that we have come to appreciate in the United States. We go to Rwanda, India, Russia – not Paris or the Caribbean. This is often the case; ministers of Christ of all ages have had it in their hearts to go where the Spirit of the Lord leads them and that leading often is to the least of the least of society, the poor, the brokenhearted, the desperate. Such ministry always comes at a price. Always. Always.
If you want to know something about being a minister of Christ, be it on the mission field or in local ministry, I recommend three things to do:

· Study the lives of the ministers of Christ throughout the scriptures. Note the consistency from Genesis to Revelation on how the true minister was a friend to sinners but not of the world, often suffered hardship, but was one in whom the Spirit of God dwelt and their works testified of it.
· Study the biographies of ministers that successfully completed their race. Read of men who have gone home to be with the Lord, men like George Mueller of the Bristol Orphanages and Mark Buntain of the Calcutta Mercy Ministries. Read about present-day ministers of Christ like David Wilkerson and Teen Challenge. Study their lives and see what they endured so you won’t be surprised when it happens to you. Perfect, no; consistent, yes.
· Interview present day ministers of Christ with a track record of success. Find out what they do and what they did. How much they pray; how much they study; how much they minister; what impact they make; where they put their money; where they spend their time; their position on the issues of the day as it relates to Christian doctrine. Don't bother asking the pew-warmer what he thinks about doctrine or ministry. He’s a spectator with an opinion. He hasn't had to prove his doctrine in the field so he doesn't know if it holds water. 
Jeremiah got so weary of persecution he said he was going to bag it and no longer preach in the name of the Lord (Jeremiah 20:8, 9 For since I spake, I cried out, I cried violence and spoil; because the word of the LORD was made a reproach unto me, and a derision, daily. Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.). But though discouraged Jeremiah had a call of God on his life he couldn’t ignore and he indeed continued to be a minister of Christ. 

All of the original apostles died a martyr's death, except John the Revelator, and he suffered greatly his entire life. Old and New Testament there was hardship for the minister of Christ, be they a prophet, apostle, evangelist, pastor or teacher; there was persecution for the lay Christian as well. If you want the stardust trail, you'd be better off eternally if you instead get a job at a service station pumping gas. If you want the sawdust trail, you will never be in this world what you could have been because you just don’t fit in. You will pay an economic price, a recognition price, a promotion price, and a lifestyle price. You will never be able to put 100% of your focus on business if you are also participating in advancing the kingdom of God and working within the boundaries of the kingdom of God. You can do well in business and should to the best of your ability. But there will come a time when your worldview will clash with the world’s system – when this happens you too will get to take part in suffering for Christ, in a measure. If your motives are pure as a minister you will love life, love God, love people, and like Paul finish your course with great joy.
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