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What does "Ministering Life" mean?  To minister is to give or extend.  Life is that which is growing.  To minister life is to impart something to someone for their benefit, for their growth.  Christians are called to minister life.  Many things in the Bible are very clear as to what a Christian is to do (such as husbands being commanded to love their wives; of Christians needing to be baptized, etc.).  Other things are not as clear, and sometimes there can be a misunderstanding among good men as to what God wants.  But through it all the Christian must ask themselves, "Is what I'm doing ministering life?"  Let us consider some men in the Bible who had to settle a dispute regarding ministry, and let's learn from this passage about ministering life.
Acts 15:1-12  And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved." 2 Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and dispute with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem, to the apostles and elders, about this question. 3 So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through Phoenicia and Samaria, describing the conversion of the Gentiles; and they caused great joy to all the brethren. 4 And when they had come to Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the apostles and the elders; and they reported all things that God had done with them. 5 But some of the sect of the Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, "It is necessary to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses." 6 Now the apostles and elders came together to consider this matter. 7 And when there had been much dispute, Peter rose up and said to them: "Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago God chose among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 "So God, who knows the heart, acknowledged them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to us, 9 "and made no distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. 10 "Now therefore, why do you test God by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 11 "But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved in the same manner as they." 12 Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas and Paul declaring how many miracles and wonders God had worked through them among the Gentiles.  NKJV
In light of the above passage, let us ask ourselves some questions about whether or not we're ministering life.

Does Our Doctrine (Teaching) Minister Life?
5 But some of the sect of the Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, "It is necessary to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses."

Whether you have been a Christian two weeks or twenty years, God is not through with you and you have more learning to go.  We are to continue to mature as a Christian, as we read in 2 Peter 3:18 (NKJV)  but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.  But sometimes in our zeal for the Lord we lose sight of the greater picture, that is, ministering life in Jesus' name, and we see others as people who need to be corrected and who need to see everything in the Bible the way we do.  We take it upon ourselves to "straighten them out" without thought for really ministering life.  In this passage of scripture we see the Pharisees teaching that the new Gentile believers need to be circumcised, as the Jews were according to the law of Moses.  Physical circumcision does not minister life anymore than shaking a preachers hand makes you a Christian or shaking a donkey's tail makes you a farmer.  This doctrine of physical circumcision is not a New Testament doctrine and it does not minister life.  What doctrines do you hold to, dear reader, that are not ministering life?  Are no churches in complete agreement with your every interpretation of the Bible such that you don't go to any church at all?  Where is the life in that?  Are you angry toward parents, spouses, or friends because of some misunderstanding.  Does your doctrine keep you from reconciling the situation?  If so, then your doctrine is not ministering life and is not a Christian response.  1 Timothy 4:1  Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.

Does Our Attitude Minister Life?
6 Now the apostles and elders came together to consider this matter. 7 And when there had been much dispute, Peter rose up and said to them: "Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago God chose among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 

Herein we see the attitude of the apostles, elders, and Pharisees as wanting to find out the real answer.  Peter and the apostles decided to discuss the matter as intelligent men, not as cry babies who wanted their own way, and not as bullies who were going to get their own way, but as mature Christians wanting God's way.  Peter used to be a big-mouth (read about him in any of the four gospels) who was impulsive and prone to doing and saying stupid things.  But now he knows that he is to minister life.  He reminds the people that God called him (Peter) to preach the gospel to the Gentiles (that is, the non-Jew).  The attitude of Peter and the men was wanting to get to the heart of the matter.  The Pharisees truly believed that the Gentiles should be circumcised.  They were sincere.  But yet they consented to discussing the matter as soon as possible with Peter and the elders to find out the mind of God.  It is good advice for us too to listen to godly men in authority over us (such as pastors, elders, deacons, and Bible teachers) and to do so with an attitude of wanting to minister life.  Let us be as the Pharisees of old, of whom the scriptures say 12 Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas and Paul.
Do Our Actions Minister Life?
3 So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through Phoenicia and Samaria, describing the conversion of the Gentiles; and they caused great joy to all the brethren.....8 "So God, who knows the heart, acknowledged them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to us, 9 "and made no distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. 10 "Now therefore, why do you test God by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 11 "But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved in the same manner as they." 12 Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas and Paul declaring how many miracles and wonders God had worked through them among the Gentiles.

Don't let the devil deceive you into believing your teaching is right regardless of how little fruit it produces.  Let me go on record as stating that if your actions (which are based on your attitudes and beliefs or doctrines) are not producing life then they are not of God.  Are your actions leading you into a closer walk with Jesus?  Are your actions ministering God's eternal life to others?  The men in Acts 15 looked the situation over and concluded that God was blessing the actions of Paul and Barnabas because people were getting saved, lives were being changed, miracles and wonders were happening, and the kingdom of God was being fulfilled right before their eyes!  Contrast that with Jim Jones and Jonestown of the last 1970s.  Remember watching on the news of how this cult led all of its members, men, women and children, into a mass suicide with loss of life totaling almost 1,000 persons?  What about in 1993 when David Koresh and his followers died in their cult compound in Texas?  Koresh and Jones each thought they had a corner on the truth.  But both men were fornicators, adulterers, and liars.  Their teachings did not minister life, their exclusivism attitude didn't minister life, and certainly their final actions did not minister life.  Look at your life.  Are your actions ministering life?  Are you doing God's will?  Are you getting God's results?  These are the result you want:  Hebrews 2:4  God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will.  Mark 16:20  And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.

______________________________________________

Are you ministering life?  It's not too late!  Get about God's business and ask yourself the three questions above.  And remember, if it's not ministering life, if it's not leading you to a closer, holier walk with Jesus, if you're not promoting the kingdom of God and bearing fruit, then what you're doing is not of God.  Get in God's programs and be a happy, productive Christian.

PAGE  
2

