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Matthew 5:5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.
Before I became a Christian I saw a scribbled note on a college wall that said “the meek shall inherit the earth, if that’s OK with everyone else…” Well, in my unregenerate state I thought that was pretty funny, very funny. My attitude at the time was that Christians were generally out-of-step wimps who couldn’t think for themselves and needed a crutch to make it in life. May as well believe a fairy tale I’d say. 

Yet through the mercy and kindness of God a sinner like me had the grace of God revealed to him and I thus entered into the kingdom of Heaven. God was good, and now it was time to learn. One of the things I learned is that the Bible has structure, order, themes, and continuity. I learned that one has to study to master the fundamentals and to behave properly as a Christian. So what does it mean that “the meek shall inherit the earth”? Does it have relevance today? What is meekness anyway? Let’s consider some related scriptures in the Psalms, an Old Testament book, regarding meekness and inheriting the earth.

Psalms 25:8-9 Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way. 9 The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way.
Psalms 25:12-13 What man is he that feareth the LORD? him shall he teach in the way that he shall choose. 13 His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth. 

Psalms 37:7-11 Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. 8 Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise to do evil. 9 For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth. 10 For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be. 11 But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace. 

Psalms 37:18 The LORD knoweth the days of the upright: and their inheritance shall be for ever.
Psalms 37:22 For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the earth; and they that be cursed of him shall be cut off. 

Psalm 147:6 The LORD lifteth up the meek: he casteth the wicked down to the ground.

What can we conclude from those verses above? If you want the leading and guidance of the Lord, if you want to live in peace, if you want rest and provision, if you want a future for you and your progeny, if you want long life, then serve the Lord with all diligence, and you will inherit the good things of God, even the earth (that is, the best and highest of blessings). To serve God requires an attitude of meekness, of submission, of honoring and serving God that the stiff-necked, the rebel, and the reprobate are not in tune with and have no desire to display.
Meekness is not weakness, it is not passivity, it is not cowering, it is not shirking responsibility and duty in the face of opposition. Rather, it is strength under control, resolve, steadfastness, and taking responsibility. In the Old Testament book of Numbers we read this concerning Moses: Numbers 12:3 Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth. Let us quickly review the life of Moses: Raised in Pharaoh’s palace, left it all to serve God, came back and was God’s mouthpiece against Pharaoh, was the Deliverer of the Hebrews out of Egypt, pronounced the ten plagues, received the Ten Commandments, brought the people to the brink of the Promised Land. Now, does that sound like some Casper Milquetoast? Does that sound like someone who is a push-over? Let’s see you stand up to the leader of Egypt and demand “Let My People Go!” 
The opposite of meekness is arrogance, pride, laziness, haughtiness, even selfishness. The Good Book and the Good Lord teaches us the ways of the Lord, such that we can thrive and prosper under God’s blessings, enjoy peace with God and with our fellow man, and do those things that are right and pleasing in God’s sight. So how do we act today, how are we to be meek yet compete in this world? What are our attitudes and actions to be? Let’s look at some scenarios and see what meekness is, that is, strength under control:

Working – Is it meekness to sit at home and say “Well, I’m a Christian and God will take care of me so I don’t have to do anything because I have great faith.” Or, is it meekness to apply for work, and stretch into a position maybe somewhat over your head, and pursue excellence and add value to an employer and contribute at a high level? Which one is meekness in the Biblical sense? Which one puts you into a position to receive a blessing and an inheritance? Which requires obedience, resolve, gumption, faith, and would be the one that pleases God? Which of those two attitudes and actions can The Almighty bless?
Family – Is it meekness to sit back and watch your kids run rampant, to never participate in their activities, to never provide for their protection and learning? If someone came to abuse your family is it meekness to just sit back and pray and hope God will do something? Or in the Biblical sense of the word meekness is it proper to protect your family, to provide for your family, even at a personal cost? Is it meekness to fight if need be to defend your family against violence? Is it God’s will for you to shepherd your family in the ways of The Lord, and to teach and guide them, and to make provision for them so that they can participate in life rather than watching? Which family situation above do you think will get the blessing, will get the inheritance, will be in the will of God?

Ministry – Is it meekness to withhold finances from the local church so you can have a bigger nest egg? Is it meekness to sit at home and let others do the work of the kingdom of Heaven? Is it meekness to just read a Christian book, watch Christian television, send a few bucks to the TV evangelist, watch him preach and teach and minister to the sick, and do nothing more? Or is it meekness to rise up and participate in neighborhood outreach? To support missions by not only tithes and offerings, but also by participating? Should a local church reject members who have stumbled or should they open their arms, love them, minster to them, restore them, and advance the kingdom of Heaven together with them? Which scenario do you think God will bless? Which scenario will cause increase to come, even like unto an inheritance? 

Justice – If you are wronged, is it meekness to shrug it off, or is it meekness to pursue justice? What if that pursuit comes at an emotional price? Well, the meek shall inherit the earth (there is a blessing as well as learning for the Child of God). Who won anything by shrugging it off? Who won by pursuing justice, righteousness, honor, integrity? You answer it!
Education – Is it meekness to do non-value added activity, or is it meekness to increase your learning in your area of career or ministry? Would you want to work for or with a person who was improving himself, or would you rather work for someone who did not improve themselves? Why? Well, you’d want to work with the person improving themselves because they’re going somewhere, right? And you want to go somewhere, right? So meekness, strength under control, is the means whereby that happens. Blessing comes to those who are resolved, focused, and have a strength controlled by the Spirit of the Lord. The timid, fearful, and weak are not the crowd to inherit anything except poverty, lack, and want.

Examine this passage: 1 Timothy 6:10-12 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. What is the last word of verse 11? Meekness. What is the first word of verse 12? Fight. Christ Jesus said in Matthew 5:5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.  We could say, blessed are those that have their strength under the control of the Spirit of God, for they shall be blessed, and their progeny shall be blessed, because they are living in His will.
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