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The first martyr of the Christian church was Stephen. His story is told in Acts 6 and 7. In this age of comfort, personal pleasure, entertainment, rights, and the “me first” attitude, we even in the Christian church can lose sight of an important truth, and that truth is that we are bought with a price, and our lives are Christ’s. We instinctively think of hardship, and even death as something that isn’t supposed to touch the Christian. But the goal of the Christian is to please God, to love God, to be conformed into the image of his Son Jesus Christ, to reflect the nature and goodness of God, and to advance the kingdom of God. To do those things requires maturity. Let’s see what Stephen had in this area of maturity.
Acts 6   1And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration.    2Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables.    3Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.    4But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.    5And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch:    6Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them.    7And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.   8And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people.    9Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen.    10And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.    11Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against God.    12And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, and brought him to the council,   13And set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against this holy place, and the law:    14For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs which Moses delivered us.    15And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.

1. Honest – Stephen was an honest man. God honors his word above his name. Why? Because if your word isn’t any good it doesn’t matter what your name is. Lying violates one of the 10 Commandments. As an engineering manager, there’s only two reasons why I’d fire anyone, and one of them is lying.
2. Spirit Filled – To be Sprit Filled means a lot of things – a life under control, a life in order, and it also means speaking in other tongues. This is something every believer can experience, and it’s something that has to be sought. Stephen sought it and had it.
3. Wisdom – An attribute of Stephen is that he was wise, he understood how thoings worked in the world and in the kingdom of God. Rather than being someone who always had to receive counsel, he was one who could give it. This is a mark of Christian maturity and this is what the early apostles looked for in men in the church.
4. Good Testimony – The Christian should and must have a strong testimony among the saved as well as the lost. There should be something different about you that others see. A mark of this is the consistent evidence of the Nine Behavioral Fruit of the Spirit in your life: Love, Joy, Peace, Longsuffering, Gentleness, Goodness, Faith, Meekness, Temperance.
5. Tangible Supernatural Manifestations – Even these busboys had to be full of faith and power and those who worked miracles. Signs and wonders followed the personal ministry of Stephen and others like him in the early church. A good place to start in this area in our own lives in seeking out the Nine Supernatural Gifts of the Spirit: Tongues, Interpretation of Tongues, Prophesy, Discerning of Spirits, Working of Miracles, Gifts of Healings, Faith, Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge.
6. Biblical Knowledge – Stephen was mighty in the scriptures, and he now only knew the stories, he also understood the spiritual meaning. He understood Christian doctrine, which is an absolute necessity to live a victorious Christian life.
7. Boldness – Stephen wasn’t afraid to stand up for Jesus Christ, even in the teeth of evil. In my experience knowledge leads to faith, faith to boldness, and boldness to making a difference. All of this in the context of being filled with the Spirit of God.
8. Evangelical – The scriptures say that he that winneth souls is wise. The Great Commission is clear. Missionaries go out with the intention of making converts first, then teaching and equipping. Stephen was evangelical, he wanted persons to come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
9. Sojourners – Stephen, the Auca Missionaries, and all missionaries know that this earth is temporary. They kept a lose hold on material things and their perspective was a heavenly one.  Like Jim Elliot said, “He is no fool, who gives what he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot lose.”

Stephen, the Auca Missionaries. Young men with their entire lives in front of them. To the unredeemed it looks like a waste. To the immature Christian it also looks like a waste. Paul and virtually all of the original apostles were martyred. All were mature. All accomplished great things for the kingdom. All died before their time. All suffered hardship. All had great joy. No one asks to be a martyr, but their testimony advanced the kingdom of God and brought others to Christ. That was their mission, and they accomplished it. It’s our mission too; it’s the mission of every Christian.
