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Marriage was God's divine plan.  Genesis 2:23-24  And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.  God ordained marriage.  Marriage is good.  This lesson deals with Christian marriage.  Let us consider what the Apostle Paul said about marriage, and then consider the marriage vows used commonly in Christian marriage ceremonies.

Ephesians 5:20-33  Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; 21 Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. 22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. 24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. 25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: 30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.

Now it would be well for us to consider the traditional marriage vows, and see how very much they are consistent with the scriptures.  In an ordinary marriage ceremony, the Christian minister would say something close to this:  (The following text is taken from The Star Book for Ministers by Edward T. Hiscox.)

To the congregation:  Marriage is a joyous occasion.  It is connected in our thoughts with the magic charm of home, and with all that is pleasant and attractive in the tenderest and most sacred relations of life.  When celebrated in Cana of Galilee (St. John, chapter two), it was sanctioned and cheered by the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself; and is declared by an inspired Apostle to be honorable in all (Hebrews 13:4  Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.).
To the man:  Will you have this woman to thy wedded wife, to live together after God's ordinance, in the holy estate of matrimony?  Will you lover her, comfort her, honor, and keep her, in sickness and in health; for richer for poorer, for better or worse, and, forsaking all others, keep yourself only unto her, so long as you both shall live.

To the woman:  Will you have this man to your wedded husband, to live together after God's ordinance, in the holy estate of matrimony?  Will you obey him and serve him, love, honor, and keep him, in sickness and in health; for richer for poorer, for better or worse, and, forsaking all others, keep yourself only unto him, so long as you both shall live?

We see from the Bible that marriage is honorable.  Marriage is God's idea and comes with His blessing.  But why then do so many marriages fail?  Marriage is supposed to be a little bit of heaven on earth, but for so many it is a lot of hell on earth.  What is wrong with marriages today, and what is the cure?  Many marriages fail because of the selfishness of one of the married parties, or because of broken dreams, or because of disappointed expectations.  Tragedy sometimes divides a marriage.  Unfaithfulness (which again is selfishness) is a part of the reason why some marriages fail.  Lack of communication is a crippler of marriages, and those married couples separated by jobs, prison, or other reasons are even at a greater disadvantage because communication is so much more difficult.

There are many pressures today facing a great many families.  Marriages not secure on the foundation of the Lord Jesus Christ are almost certain to fail.  Look around at Hollywood stars.  They have fame, money, looks, jobs, and anything else considered successful by the world's standards.  Yet why do their marriages fail?

One of the problems is that the sin nature of men and women dictates strife and turmoil.  Only Jesus Christ can change a person (2 Corinthians 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.)  Once changed, we are now capable of living according to God's plan and within God's blessings.  Now love can have its way.  Love is not lust.  Physical attraction may diminish, particularly as the years go on, but a marriage founded on Christ and centered in love for one another and service to one another; a marriage not dominated by one person needing to have their way all the time; yes, this kind of marriage will succeed.  

Problems may come, but together the husband and wife can see problems through as they prayerfully consider one another's needs, and love one another even as Christ loved the church, and gave Himself for it.  So what is love?  The Apostle Paul defined it in the great love chapter of the Bible, 1 Corinthians chapter 13.

1 Corinthians 13  Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing. 4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. 13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

The great chapter on love is self-explanatory.  Read it and read it again.  Read of how Jacob waited for his wife-to-be for seven years.  (Genesis 29:18-20  And Jacob loved Rachel; and said, I will serve thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter. And Laban said, It is better that I give her to thee, than that I should give her to another man: abide with me. 20 And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her.)  Read again Ephesians chapter five, and consider how a man and a woman ought to act toward each other, and why they are to act that way.

Note also in 1 Corinthians 13 how Paul said that when I became a man, I put away childish things.  Men need to fulfill their responsibilities toward their wives.  It's time to put aside selfish pleasures and be about the business of being responsible husbands; and sometimes that includes saying you're sorry for some things and asking for forgiveness of God and of our wives.  Only when we serve Christ can that truly happen.  The best thing any of us can do for our marriage is to serve God, to repent of the sin of selfishness, and to ask God's holy blessing on us and our marriage mate, that we would have the abundant life Jesus spoke of (see John 10:10), and be a blessing to each other and to those around us-- particularly our children.
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