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Do you know that many people believe you must earn your way into Heaven, that by some deed or works you can merit your way into the Kingdom? They believe that you can get there just by being a good person under your own righteousness. How many people have mistakenly believed that because they don’t measure up to man’s yard stick for salvation that they are not worthy of a second look from a Holy God?
Let’s hear what the Bible says about the power of our deeds and works to get us into Heaven.  Ephesians 2:8-9 8 For by grace you have been saved though faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 Not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.  Romans 11:6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.
Does this mean works are of no value?  Well it all depends, if you are doing them to somehow impress or gain favor with God, then the answer is they will have no value at all.  Just how could we ever impress the Creator of all things with our works anyway? But if you are doing deeds and works out of love and obedience to our Lord and Savior the answer is yes. This is made clear in James 2:26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead. 
Now what does scripture say about our righteousness and its ability to get us into Heaven?  Isaiah 64:6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.
Man’s ideas about acceptance into the Kingdom do not line up with God’s Word. In fact the Bible teaches that the Father draws us to the Son and gives us the strength to believe, John 6:44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.  Is the Lord speaking to your heart today beloved?  Do you feel Him drawing you?
Our Father in Heaven has provided us a way through His son Jesus Christ. 1 John 4:9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.  Through Him, through Christ, is the only way.
And if that alone is not enough encouragement for us the Bible teaches that Jesus places a seal over us when we come to him.  Ephesians 1: 13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise. This is a seal that is for all eternity and can never be broken, Praise God!  I take great comfort in this scripture and I hope you find reassurance in it as well.  Is today the day for you to become sealed in Christ?  Salvation was paid in full for us on the cross and it is by Grace alone that we can receive it.  No one can “earn” their way into Heaven.  It is all Grace. So with God’s Grace for us in mind, let’s get into the main subject material.
Do you think God is just passively waiting for you to come to Him or has He sent His Son in love to find you if you are lost, let’s take a look at Luke 15 starting in verse 3.  The title for today’s teaching is “Lost and found.”
Luke 15:3-7  3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4"Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. 6 Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.' 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.

1) He is searching to find you: When you are lost the Lord is looking for you, no matter how far you have strayed away. No matter how much trouble you find yourself in He is searching for you.  Ezekiel 34:11 For thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I Myself will search for My sheep and seek them out.  Do you think you’re alone in this world fending for yourself? Take a look at Matthew 18:11 For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.  Our Shepherd can deal with the wolves that have singled you out and would devour you in your distress.  Ezekiel 34:16 I will seek the lost, bring back the scattered, bind up the broken and strengthen the sick.
2) We have gone astray: Why do we wander off and into danger anyway? Well we live in a world that is fallen for starters.  We allow the desires and trappings of life to rule us and lead us astray.  No one wakes up one day and says “Today I think I will go out and get as lost as I possibly can and maybe invite a very large pack of hungry wolves along to see if it all works out.”  But that is exactly where all of us were before we called out to Jesus and by Grace received salvation.  Let’s take a look at Jeremiah 50:6 My people have become lost sheep; Their shepherds have led them astray They have made them turn aside on the mountains; They have gone along from mountain to hill  And have forgotten their resting place.  Even those who know better can wander off and get into trouble at times. Psalm 119:176 I have strayed like a lost sheep.  Seek your servant, for I have not forgotten your commands.

3) We hear His voice: In our distress will we listen to the voice of Jesus calling out to us, will we respond and call out to Him?  John 10:2-4  But he who enters by the door is a shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  4 When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.  What a beautiful vision of awareness and connection this creates for us.  That when Jesus calls to us we will know His voice because it has been written on our hearts.  John 10:14 I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me.  To hear His voice and be brought out from the darkness into the light, to no longer be lost ever again for all of eternity. This is “Lost and Found.”
4) Rejoice for you are found: Such jubilant rejoicing in Heaven over the finding of the lost will there be!  How do you think God will receive you on that day, lets look at Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.  So it is made clear to us that we will be redeemed and have hope instead of despair in our hearts, no longer weighed down by past sins.  Free from the chains that bound us in the past.  But why would God care for us so and grant us grace through Jesus?  Psalm 95:7 For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.  We are His sheep and by His Grace we are saved. Let the rejoicing begin, Amen!  When I read this next verse of scripture while preparing this message it just seemed to be the perfect one to finish with today.  1 Peter 2:25 For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 

_______________________________________________
So what is the take-away from today’s teaching that I want you to have?

· First, that salvation is yours for the asking, no one can earn it, it is a gift from God paid for in full by Jesus on the cross for us.
· Second, that Jesus is unceasingly searching to find the lost sheep of His flock and no matter how lost or how broken you may be He can find you and carry you home if you will call out in His name and ask for salvation.
Have you felt the Lord moving in your heart, drawing you closer to His Son?  Do you hear the voice of the Good Shepherd Jesus calling out to you, trying to find you?  Then I pray that today is the day that the Angels will rejoice in Heaven over you being formerly lost but now found!
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