What’s Eating You?

David Jordan
PO Box 1530

Prisoners For Christ
Woodinville, WA 98072

Daniel and the Lions Den

The theme of chapter 6 is that it is possible to live a faithful life in exile even while surrounded by pagan influences and temptations.

At the time of this story Daniel was already a very old man.  It had been more than seventy years since he was taken from Judah to live in exile in Babylon.  Daniel was trained to serve in the Kings court from a very young age.  The name Daniel means “Judgment of God.”  Daniel was the fourth of “the greater prophets.”  Daniel had a gift for the interpretation of dreams with is seen in earlier chapters.
 1It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom; 2and over them three presidents, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should give account, so that the king might suffer no loss.

Darius ascended to be King of Babylon by conquest and he began immediately remodeling the government in about 522 B.C. Darius’ reign was between 522 and 486 B.C.  Most notable was placing Daniel as one of the three highest ranking presidents (officials) under the King.  In this role Daniel was to administer justice, preserve the public peace and levy the Kings revenue.  The three presidents had 120 satraps (princes) that reported to them.  This group had responsibility to look after the Kings business affairs and his subjects.   

Satraps were princes of provinces like local governors or magistrates.  The term lieutenant or viceroys could also be used to describe the office of satrap.
3Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other presidents and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him. And the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom.

Daniel was so gifted by God that he stood out in his qualifications and management of the Kingdom.  Daniels gifts were evident in him even from a very early age.  The King was so pleased with him for his personal merit and his fitness for business he set him over his whole realm.  Daniel was now the second in command and King Darius’s right hand man. At the time of his promotion Daniel had already served the empire faithfully for almost 70 years.
4Then the presidents and the satraps sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with regard to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault was found in him. 5Then these men said, "We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God." 

The other leaders were envious of Daniel and wanted to find some way to get rid of him.  Discrediting him was not enough; they wanted to take his life.  They were envious of the position he obtained and of his abilities as an honest and just leader.

Daniels rivals, after all attempts to find fault with him, could not.  What a wonderful example for us of how a man of God should be like before the world.  In his business dealings, in his personal life, in his service to the King, in his service to the Lord no failing or lapse in his integrity could be found, none.  They had to scheme up a new law to be able to artificially create a reason to persecute him.
 6Then these presidents and satraps came by agreement to the king and said to him, "O King Darius, live forever! 7All the presidents of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and enforce an injunction, that whoever makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions.

So a handful of leaders schemed together to convince the King to pass this into law.  No one could pray or make a petition for their needs to anyone but the King for thirty days.  It was presented to make it look as though all those in leadership had met and came to this agreement and all of them were recommending the King pass this injunction into law.

The truth was only a few jealous, envious and greedy individuals were pushing for this.  Certainly Daniel was not aware of this plan nor would he have been supporting such a law.  You see these few knew they could steal greatly from the King if only they could get Daniel out of the way.
8Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked." 9Therefore King Darius signed the document and injunction.

Falsely led into this decision, the King signs it into law.  King Darius was a Mede and was from nation of Media.  The Persians and the Medes overthrew Babylonia and King Darius began his reign.  King Darius ruled from the city of Babylon.  Babylonia was about where modern day Iraq is today and Babylon was south a few hundred miles for where Bagdad is today.  The nation of Media was to the north and somewhat west about where present day Iran is.  Persia boarded Babylonia to its West.
 10When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously. 11Then these men came by agreement and found Daniel making petition and plea before his God.

As a pious Jew Daniel would pray and give thanks three times a day.  As was his practice he would pray in the mourning, evening and at noon; he was very disciplined about praying.  Maybe a man of less faith would have stopped praying for thirty day.  Daniel was not ashamed to pray to God so he did so.  We are called to obey God rather than men.

So those that had plotted to destroy Daniel made hast to catch him breaking the new law.  They finally had him in their trap. 
12Then they came near and said before the king, concerning the injunction, "O king! Did you not sign an injunction, that anyone who makes petition to any god or man within thirty days except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?" The king answered and said, "The thing stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked."

They first remind the King of the law which he had signed and the severe penalty for breaking it.  They are maneuvering the King into a corner that he can not come out of.  The King confirms the injunction and Daniel’s fate is sealed.
13Then they answered and said before the king, "Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or the injunction you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day."

The trap is sprung. Daniel will now have to pay the cost of breaking the law.  Daniel did not deny the charges or plead for mercy even with full knowledge of his death sentence.  His faith was undiminished. 
14Then the king, when he heard these words, was much distressed and set his mind to deliver Daniel. And he labored till the sun went down to rescue him. 15Then these men came by agreement to the king and said to the king, "Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no injunction or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed." 


The King wanted to deliver Daniel out from this death sentence and spent the day trying to find away to do so.  King Darius had been mislead by those he thought he could trust and now his beloved servant Daniel would have to die.  Again those that schemed against Daniel came to the King to force him to carry out the law. 

16Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. The king declared to Daniel, "May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!" 17 And a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and with the signet of his lords, that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 18Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no diversions were brought to him, and sleep fled from him. 


The King sadly has to act and condemn Daniel to the lions den.  The King prays for Daniel that his God will deliver him.  Daniel is cast into the lions den, the stone seals the entrance.  The King’s signet is placed upon it so no one may break it to help Daniel. 

King Darius was profoundly grief stricken by Daniels fate.  He fasted in his sorrow and refused to be comforted in his great sadness.  He could not sleep for concern over his friend Daniel. 
 19Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions. 20As he came near to the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The king declared to Daniel, "O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?" 21Then Daniel said to the king, "O king, live forever! 22My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no harm." 

With the first rays of the sun on the horizon the sleepless King raced to the lions den in hopes that Daniel was still alive.  In his crying out to Daniel he proclaims Daniel’s faithfulness to the living God.  God’s mercy had delivered Daniel from harm.  With an angel as his protector shinning light into the darkness of the sealed lions den through the night.  God’s power and mercy to his faithful and innocent servant Daniel was displayed. 
23Then the king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 24And the king commanded, and those men who had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and cast into the den of lions—they, their children, and their wives. And before they reached the bottom of the den, the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in pieces.


All night in the lions den and not a scratch was found on Daniel.  The Lord had judged him to be a blameless man of faith. With great joy King Darius released him as he knew Daniel was also blameless before men.  


A common practice in the ancient Near East was that a person that falsely accused someone would receive the same punishment they sought for the person that they had accused.  The practice of the Persians was to not only to carry out the sentence on the guilty men but on their children and wives as well.  
 
Proof of the danger posed by the lions was evident when the guilty ones not protected by God’s angle were destroyed before reaching the bottom of the lions den.  
 25Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: "Peace be multiplied to you. 26 I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel,

King Darius is so moved by the mercy God had shown to His faithful servant Daniel that he made his proclamation before the nations.  Before the world the King made a decree that the God of Daniel is the one true living God.    
 for he is the living God,   enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to the end. 27He delivers and rescues; he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth, he who has saved Daniel from the power of the lions."  28So this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.


Daniel prospered under several Kings over his life time in exile and the Lord preserved him through it all.  Daniel never stopped praying for his people and himself to have their exile end. And it was King Cyrus that issued a decree that the Jews could return to their homeland.

God hears our prayers and knows of our afflictions when we are in distress.  Like Daniel we must be men of faith and men of prayer and trust in the Lord. Amen!
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