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The goal of every Christian is to be more like Christ. The attitudes of the world’s system – selfishness, lying, betrayal, violence, bitterness, unforgiveness, revenge, idolatry, and the like, are what we too often have a tendency toward, but they are not what is pleasing to God. Paul the apostle wrote in Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. When we know the goal, we have the best opportunity to achieve success in our Christian walk. We don’t want to be independent, calling our own shots, having it all “our way.” Rather, we want to please the Lord, and do it His way, and be more like Christ. This is the secret of success in our Christian walk. This is a secret that really is no secret, it just has to be accepted and acted on!
Philippians 2:1-11 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 2 Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. 5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

1 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, Of course there is comfort in his love, and of course there is sweet fellowship with God in the Holy Ghost, and surely God has shown unto us great mercy! Is there joy living for God, and knowing God? Indeed there is, and Paul opens up with this preamble. Beloved, if you have tasted that the Lord is good, if you know his joy, his comfort, if you feel his presence by the Spirit of God, then you have a reason to pursue after the will of God for your life, it should be the central concern for you, and it is if you are likeminded with the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ the Righteous.
2 Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Likeminded! Is it really possible to be likeminded with God, the creator, our Savior? Paul the apostle knew this to be the case. Paul, who was the Hebrew of Hebrews, a Pharisee, but who recognized himself as the “Chief of Sinners” and had murder on his hands (Stephen), and “wasted the churches” in his ignorant zeal before his conversion to Christ. Now Paul, the redeemed of the Lord, and the servant of Christ, speaks of being likeminded with Christ, of having love for God and one another, of being in agreement, cooperation, one with another and with God. To be of one mind, one focus, one goal – to serve Christ Jesus and be conformed into His image. The Trinity of God – Father, Son, Holy Spirit – are of one mind and that is an example to us. Let our fellowship with God be sweet, and let our fellowship with one another be sweet!
3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. If you were to read the verse, where is says Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory… would you read that to mean “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory as long as nobody makes you angry, or wrongs you, or cuts you off on the freeway…”? We are to let nothing be done through strife! Are you likeminded here? In my own life, being naturally type-A, aggressive and results-oriented, it takes an extra measure of discipline to avoid strife, but that’s what’s got to be done to fulfill the will of God. Esteeming others is fine as long as they’re cooperating, behaving, and adding value, but what if they don’t? How many times has a new, immature Christian sought to correct someone on a matter who knew far more on the subject than they did, but the mature Christian “eats it” and endure it, esteeming them and at the same time not retaliating through strife or vainglory? I am mindful of the mature Christians who had to endure me when I was growing up in Christ and I think back and marvel at what they put up with in me. Esteeming others, preferring others above ourselves, and looking unto the thing of others, the affairs of others, the feelings of others, the goodwill of others. Indeed, this is being likeminded with the Spirit of God and is required to be conformed into the image of the Son of God, Jesus Christ the Lord!
5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: Here’s the ultimate example – we should be likeminded with the will of God because Christ Jesus submitted to the Father in every way, and though he was God the Son, took on human flesh and was made in the likeness of men, and was a servant! How about us? We can huff and puff, get all self-important, see ourselves as “God’s man of the hour” and look down our noses at those who haven’t had either the opportunities, teaching, mentoring, upbringing, or experiences that we have. This has to be guarded against! We look at the sins of stealing, assault, and lying as wicked, all the while ignoring the vicious, horrific, dastardly, evil and ugly sin of pride in our own lives. The best friend you’ll have is the one who looks you in the eyes and says “you need to deal with the sin of pride in your life.” It can blindside you, it can alienate others from you, and worse yet, in the words of James the apostle, “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” Who of us can afford to be resisted by God? Take on the mind of Christ, be likeminded with the Spirit of God, and concern yourself with the well-being of others, for this is well-pleasing to God!
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. This is something we cannot do – Christ did this; only Christ could do this, and he did it. He set the example of humility and service and esteeming others. He laid down his life, the spotless, sinless Lamb of God, who died for the sin of the world. He died so that men could live, so that they could have relationship with God, so that they could be the person they were created to be. We can die to self, we can prefer others above ourselves, we can esteem others above ourselves. This is a Christian attribute. This is being likeminded with Christ. My own testimony is that before Christ I was far and away more concerned with my wants and needs than I was with the needs of others. But by opening up to the will of God after conversion, I learned this simple truth of esteeming others above myself, and God has blessed this in my schooling, employment, ministry, relationship, and family life. With a clear conscience I can say that if I was in great distress or need, that many in the household of faith would come to my aid – regardless of the inconvenience or personal price to them – and they know I’d do it for them too.

9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Our greatest example of fulfilling the will of God is Jesus Christ the Lord. And look at the result – God highly exalted him! In a measure this is what our portion is. Again, the apostle James said “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” There are countless examples of God raising up the humble – think of Joseph in the Old Testament, the prophet Daniel, the patriarch Job – these men endured hardship and loss but God used them mightily. John the Revelator and many New Testament saints can be looked to as those God blessed and used and increased. And he could do it with them because they were likeminded with the Spirit of God, they were disciplined to fulfill the will of God for their lives, they trusted God through hardships, heartaches, set-backs, disappointments, and discouragements. One day every person who has ever been born will bow to Christ and acknowledge his Lordship. Some will do it on this side of the grave and live with Christ forever. Some will pass from this life to the next never taking Christ as savior and will miss heaven for eternity, but they too will bend the knee and acknowledge Christ is Lord. Can you trust a Savior who humbled himself for you, who took on flesh so his blood could atone for yours? Can you trust a Savior who went to the cross for you? Be likeminded with God! Love God, obey Christ, let the Spirit of God lead and guide and bless you. One day you will acknowledge Christ as Lord – far better to do it now! Christ can be trusted. You can trust Jesus. You can. You can be a Christian. You can be a mature Christian. You can know the mind of God for your life, and you can fulfill your high calling in Christ to the Glory of God. Not as a robot, not as a clone, but being of the same mind, likeminded, with God. You can indeed have success in your Christian walk by knowing and doing those things that conform you to Christ’s  image and will for you! God bless you as you serve Christ the Lord, unto whom every knee will bow. 
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