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The Bible has a lot of examples of the behavior of both the godly and the ungodly man.  This study focuses on the attributes of a godly man, Boaz.  From the book of Ruth we'll look at Boaz, and eight qualities (all beginning with the letter 'R,' as in 'Ruth') he had.  You'll need your Bibles open for this lesson.  Read the entire book of Ruth, especially the last half of chapter three and all of chapter four (the focus of the lesson).

Eight key characteristics of Boaz, taken from the Book of Ruth 3:18 through 4:22 are:

#1 RIGHTEOUS (3:8‑11)
According to the customs of the times, lying at the feet of the man signified redemption and marriage.  An unholy man, at the midnight hour, could involve himself with a woman in an unholy manner.  But Boaz knew better, he was a righteous man, and Ruth was a virtuous woman.  God would have men to be righteous. (Proverbs 14:34, "Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.")

#2 RESPONSIBLE (3:18)
Naomi, Ruth's mother‑in‑law, knew Boaz was a good man, for she said "for THE MAN will not be in rest, until he have finished the thing this day." Naomi knew Boaz was no flake. When he had something to do, he would do it, because that was his track record.  Men take responsibility for their own affairs, and the affairs of their family.  (1 Timothy 5:8, "But if any provide not for his own, and especially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.")

#3 REPUTATION (4:1‑2)
Boaz was recognized as a good man by good men.  Boaz met the elders of the city, and they knew him.  Good men are known by their good deeds, not their good intentions.  Boaz was a good man, he did things right, and good men appreciate that.  How do you want to be remembered? (Proverbs 10:7, "The memory of the just is blessed, but the name of the wicked shall rot.")

#4 RATIONAL (4:3)
He understood the situation, and didn't huff and puff because there was a chance that things might not go his way.  Naomi's land, as well as Ruth, was the rightful "property" of a nearer kinsman (relative).  He handled the situation properly and rationally.  He controlled his emotions.  Remember, he wanted to marry Ruth because he loved her.  (Proverbs 25:28, "He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.")

#5 REASONABLE (4:4‑5)

Boaz said point blank what the situation was, and what the options were for the nearer relative.  Boaz stated the case and said that if the man wanted the inheritance, he could have it, but that if he didn't want it, then he, Boaz, would redeem it.  (Jesus said in Matthew 5:37 "...let your communication be Yea; yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.")

#6 RESPECTFUL (4:6‑10)
Boaz knew the customs and what good men did.  When the arrangement was made for Boaz to redeem the land, then the nearer kinsman removed his shoe and gave it to Boaz in the presence of the elders.  This tradition signified that the one who gave up the land would not walk on the land (hence the giving of the shoe).  Boaz respected the customs of society.  Men today should do the same thing.  (Jesus said in Mark 12:17, "...render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's....")
#7 READY (4:11-12)
Once the land was redeemed, and Ruth was redeemed also, Boaz married her.  Boaz was ready.  He had made the arrangements.  He had his home.  He didn't just "live with Ruth for a few months to see how things would work out."  No, he was ready to marry her, and he did.  Men should be ready to do the right thing. (The Bible says in 2 Peter 3:9, "...and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is within you...." Christian men should be ready to share the gospel!!)

#8 REWARDED (4:13)
Men of God live under the blessing of God.  It's a natural event.  Children born into a home are a blessing.  The Book of Psalms says in verse three of chapter 127, "Lo, children are a heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward."  The elders of the city wished children unto Boaz (4:11-12), and God answered their prayers.  Further, Obed, the son of Boaz and Ruth, would be the father of Jesse, the father of David, the greatest king Israel ever had.  But the reward goes on to us, because from David came the Messiah, Christ Jesus (see Matt. 1:1‑16), the REDEEMER of all who call upon His name.

Boaz's mother was the harlot RAHAB (Joshua 2:1; Matthew 1:5; Joshua 2). RUTH was a Moabitess.  Neither RAHAB or RUTH were Jews, yet they are in the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the REDEEMER of all nations!  Be a man like Boaz.  Be a man like Jesus Christ.  You will never be the man you could be without serving Jesus Christ!

The great Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 13:11, "When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things."

Let's get down to business.  Act like a man, serve God, provide for your family, pray for your family, be responsible for your own actions, control your emotions, and make godly decisions.

Zig Ziglar once said: "Failure is an event, not a person. Yesterday ended at midnight, and truly, today is the first day of the rest of your life."  Maybe you've failed in your responsibilities before, but let's get about God's business today!  You can build a reputation as a man of God, a Christian man who contributes to the betterment of those around him. You can only do this with the help and grace of Jesus Christ.  He's ready.  Let us be ready too.
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