Letter To A Friend

Bob Jordan
PO Box 1530

Prisoners For Christ
Woodinville, WA 98072

Earlier this year a co-laborer in ministry composed a letter to a friend. The friend is involved in destructive behavior – drugs and alcohol abuse. The following letter was shown to me and I was granted permission to reproduce it here. All names have been removed to respect the privacy of those involved. But I share it here to say that it takes Christian love to place oneself in a position as my co-laborer in ministry has done. This is what a Christian should do when they see someone going down the wrong path. To ignore it or sit on the sidelines is not the will of God. To get involved is the will of God. This takes courage and it takes risking the temporary, or even permanent, wrath of the one being confronted. It also takes a lot of prayer. This letter is reproduced such that perhaps there is someone in your life who needs to be confronted, for their own good and the good of those who love them. This letter may encourage you to do that which is right and pleasing in the sight of the Lord.

_____________________________________________

I know you may not want to hear what I have to say to you right now, but I'm going say it anyway. I want you to know how much I care about what’s going on in your life. You may want to discard this entire message before you even read it. I hope you do not. Please read every word - particularly the Scriptures. I hope that you will listen to the truth. Some of this is going to be a bit hard-hitting. And you may be tempted to lash out at me. Instead, I am praying that you will receive this in the spirit in which it is written. I am writing this to you from a place of very deep love for you. It’s true that I care about your wife and those beautiful kids of yours a great deal. But right now I want you to know that I love YOU.  I would walk the plank for you. But I will not stand by any longer and watch you destroy your life. You and I both know that the things that you are doing will destroy you spiritually, emotionally, and physically. 

Those around you who LOVE you cannot stand by and just watch. I love you and other of our friends love you. That's why we want to meet with you. In no way do we intend to blindside you. That's why we told you that all three of us wanted to meet with you. Here's the reality. We want to demonstrate our love for you directly to you. We are not standing in judgment of you. As your brother we just want to see you whole. We want to see you healthy. We are standing in unity of heart, mind, and spirit, in an effort to join you in battling against the powers and principalities that are feeding your addiction and driving you away from your family. I can not emphasize enough to you that you are likely on the verge of losing everything. God will not strive with man forever (Gen. 6:3). He will go to whatever length necessary to redeem you - even if it means allowing you to lose everything. You know this is true. At some point - I do not know when - the hammer will fall. You have experienced more from the hand of God's mercy than just about anyone I know. But you must remember my brother, God has two hands. The hand of wrath is something that neither you nor I have ever truly experienced. It would be good to keep it that way. I am not saying this as a "Thus Saith The Lord", but rather from an observational viewpoint. So please - read on and take this to heart. 

  

Sin. This isn't primarily about sin. Your GOD loves you - and He wants to help you. You know - we all sin. We all fail. And it's a big deal. It rats us out. Sin betrays the condition of the heart. It betrays where you and I are at in terms of relationship with The Father. The reality is that sin is the consequence of a broken relationship with The Father. Sin is the punishment for being out of relationship with the God who gave His life for you. In other words, sin is not what breaks your relationship with God. Sin is the result. So before dealing with sin, you have to deal with your relationship with The Father. You have to surrender your anger toward God. You have to surrender your resentment toward him. You have to let him back in. It is with that in mind and in the Name of Jesus Christ I implore you - repent. Go to the altar with a broken and a contrite heart. 

"You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.  My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise" (Psalm 51: 16-17).
 

That is where you have to start. God wants to restore your relationship to him. We three men desire only to be agents in that reconciliation. As believers, we are called to this ministry. We are compelled by the Holy Spirit to walk through this reconciliation with you.

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God" (2 Cor 5:17-21).

Don't get me wrong. There are always consequences associated with sin - and those consequences always affect the lives of other people. But before you can even begin to address your sin and the consequences of your sin, you must deal with your broken relationship with The Father. With the apostle Paul, I implore you to be reconciled to God.

 

Rejection. There is no doubt that you have faced a kind of rejection that I would not even begin to understand. I will not pretend to know how the rejection and abandonment of being given over to adoption makes you feel. It must be horrible. But at the same time, all of us have dealt with rejection on one level or another - and I know that it hurts. I fear rejection too; this has been a life-long struggle for me. I know that whatever I have experienced in terms of rejection pales in comparison to your own feelings of rejection.  But I know one who has been equally rejected. You do too. Jesus was rejected by his entire people. 

"He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all" (Is. 53: 3-6). 
 

I know you are familiar with this passage. But read it brother. And then read it again. You need to know that you have a God who has experienced the worst kind of rejection. He gets it. He died to save the very people that rejected him and scorned him and hid their faces from him. So he gets it. He loves you. He wants to heal you from the pain of rejection. But you gotta look to him. You gotta believe that he gets it, he suffered it, and wants to get you through it. 

 

Acceptance. I know that you don't want to believe this right now, but here's the truth. You are accepted. Your wife accepts you. Your kids accept you. In fact, they need you. Your brothers accept you. I accept you. And most importantly, The Father accepts you. He has not rejected you. You have got to come to terms with who you are in Christ. Stop believing the lie that you have been rejected. IT'S A LIE - straight from the pit of hell. The truth is that you are a child of the King. You have been grafted into the vine. You have been adopted into the family of the Most High God. Jesus is your brother. And God is your Father. 

"For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory" (Romans 8:14-17).

The God of Creation has accepted you brother. He has not rejected you. The truth always overcomes deceit. Please pray and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you where you have been deceived. Then rise up and RECEIVE YOUR INHERITANCE. You are joint-heirs with Christ. How can you be any more accepted than that?

 

Healing. You have turned to The Father and asked him for his help. I know you have. And you know that his Word promises that he will never leave you. And he hasn't. Perhaps what you have been praying for and even expecting is more along the lines of a supernatural healing. I have prayed for supernatural healing for you too. I have prayed that God would just take this burden from you and heal you instantaneously and make everything all better. He can do that. We have even seen that happen from time to time. But you know as well as I that this is not how he usually works. Instead, he walks through the healing process with us. He puts people in our lives who care about us and who have the wherewithal to help guide us through the process. Healing like this rarely happens overnight. It takes time. It has taken over 40 years to get to this point. It's going to take some time to heal. 
That does not mean that God has not heard your prayers. It means that he has another plan. It means that there is value in doing the hard work of going through the healing process. And it means that on the other side of this heartache you will have a powerful story to share with others. You and I have talked about that before. You have said yourself that once you get through this stuff, you want to help the "high functioning white collar addict". People who are like you. People who share your struggles. People who only someone like you can reach. God can and will use you brother. But you have to fight. It's hard. It’s unpleasant. But you have to fight against these strongholds. You have to fight against the powers of darkness.  You are a very intelligent and capable man. You are the kind of guy who can do pretty much anything that you put your mind to. But you cannot do this on your own. You need people in your life to fight this battle with you. Most importantly, you need Jesus to fight this battle with you. The spirit that is in this world is powerful. But here is the truth... 

"You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world. They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. We are from God, and whoever is from God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood" (1John 4:4-6). 
 

Family. They need you. But you are not there for them. You provide a paycheck. Big deal. Anyone can do that. What they need from you is YOU. You need to be a father to those children. You need to be a husband to your wife. And don't blame your wife for your being out of the house. You chose this road. She has every right, Biblically and otherwise, to expect to have a husband who is clean and sober. Your children deserve a daddy who isn't bringing demonic influence into the home through drug and alcohol abuse. In the past, you have said that you were frustrated with your wife and that she is rejecting you (your words) for behavior that you have been participating in for your entire marriage. Your point being that you haven't changed - she has. She has every right to expect you to stop using. Period. The changes that she has undergone are praiseworthy. God has done a major work in her life. It's called sanctification. You have said that you feel like the church is your wife’s mistress. No. Understand this. The church is her covering. God is her refuge. She needs the church more than ever right now. 

 

Your children are confused. You are destroying your relationship with them brother. You are hurting your kids. This is killing them - they are experiencing fear and emotion that they should NEVER have to experience. Only you can do something about it. You have some difficult choices to make. It's not too late to turn this around. But you are running out of time. You have your oldest child at home for about three more years, and the next oldest for about five. I can't even fathom how this is affecting the younger children. You must protect your children, especially the girls. They all NEED you. Desperately. Take heed of what the Word of God has to say about your relationship with your children and your relationship with your wife...

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates" (Deuteronomy 6: 4-9). 

 

"Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord" (Ephesians 6:4).
 

"Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged" (Colossians 3:21).
 

Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers (1 Peter 3:7). 

 

"Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them" (Colossians 3:19). 
 

"Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— for we are members of his body. “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband" (Ephesians 5:25-33). 

  

The Church. I know that you are pretty critical of the Church in general. Some criticism is merited, I am sure. There are human beings involved, so the Church is never going to be perfect on this side of Glory. But you must remember - the Church is the Bride of Christ. So be careful. I understand that in some aspects, you think of the church as being in apostasy. I sincerely hope that you do not actually believe that. 

 

As imperfect as it is, you need to be in church. You have suggested that your church did not do enough to help you in your situation. Clearly I don't know all the details. But what I do know is this. I know that last year you submitted yourself for membership and that they told you that if you were to become a member, you would immediately come under Church Discipline. I support them in that decision. That was the right thing for them to do. As I understand it, you did not join. It is my belief that you should have joined and submitted yourself to Church Discipline. They did not reject you. You rejected them. And you rejected the authority of your church leaders. The Bible is very clear on this subject. As believers, we are to submit to the authority of the leadership of the church. And when you reject their authority (or any authority, for that matter), you are rejecting the authority of God. 

"Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard among you, who care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each other. And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive, encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be patient with everyone. Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always strive to do what is good for each other and for everyone else" (1 Thess. 5:12-15)  
 

"Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever" (Hebrews 13:7).
 

 "Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to you" (Hebrews 13:17). 

 

 "Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience" (Romans 13: 1-5).
 

So again I say to you - be very careful. For all its shortcomings the church is essential to your spiritual health. God designed us to be in community with each other, and in community with him. You can't be in community (fellowship) with God and be out of community (fellowship) with his Bride. That is just not how this deal works. You know the passage… 

"Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching" (Hebrews 10: 23-25). 
Here’s the thing. You are better than all this. Rise above it. If there was ever anyone in my circle of friends and family who has what it takes to rise up – it’s you. If there is anyone who has the potential to arise from the ash heap of destruction – it’s you.  If ever there was ANYONE who has been granted GOD’S favor – it is YOU. Get over the self pity! YOU HAVE CHILDREN TO RAISE! Your children need you to be a MAN. Make the hard choices and be a man. 

 

"As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace" (Ephesians 4:1-3).

I love you my brother. Please reconsider. Please meet with us three men. We want to walk through this with you. We want to encourage you. We want to see you whole. Please take this seriously. 
_____________________________________________

The original letter had a greeting and a salutation, and the person’s real name, his wife’s real name, and his children’s names were in the original. Further, the names of my co-laborer’s friends were also included. This was a very personal letter carefully and prayerfully written over a three-day period.
The immediate results of this letter were not what my fellow minister had hoped for. The friend to whom the letter was addressed did read the letter, but does not want to meet with the other men. He does not want to have someone “preaching to him.” He wants to live in his own vomit; he wants to live apart from his wife and children, and continue in destructive, abnormal behavior. For now. Let me give you five reasons to confront someone with a scripture-filled letter such as this, to someone who is wrecking their life. 
1) God’s Word will not return unto Him void. This is from Isaiah 55:11, So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I send it. When a rebellious man hears the scripture, it will pierce his heart and a seed is laid. The Holy Spirit of God then uses that to bring about the desired effect.

2) Men of God in the Bible have confronted men in their sin, and repentance came about. The prophet Nathan confronted David after his sordid affair with Bathsheba, risking his own life but following the leading of the Lord God. 2 Samuel 12:7, 13 And Nathan said unto David, Thou are the [guilty] man… And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD.
3) Christian love includes loving someone enough to tell them what they need to hear. Jesus spoke to the Rich Young Ruler and answered a direct question with a direct answer, but he loved the man. Mark 10:21, Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing you lack...
4) God Almighty will chasten his children. No one gets away with anything. When a brother can intervene then the chastening hand of the Lord need not be as severe as if the sin was left to continue on. Hebrews 12:6, For whom the Lord loves he chastens, and scourges every son whom he receives.
5) With wisdom, prayer, and sensitivity to timing, a Christian is obligated to tell a wayward brother the truth, and to correct them as appropriate. Even if he doesn’t like it at the time, the erring brother still must hear the truth. Galatians 4:16, Am I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?
Some matters take extreme wisdom and experience. Some issues are very difficult to deal with. Receiving the counsel of good men is always in order before one confronts an erring brother. Yet it has to be done. This is regretfully a weakness in the Christian community. In the interest of “keeping the peace” and “dwelling together in unity” and “only making it a matter of prayer, but not confrontation” the built-in safeguards of proper confrontation such that a brother can be restored are not used, and the end is the needless ruination of families and the disparagement that then comes to the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ to those without the Christian camp. Beloved, with grace let us do our Christian duty and fulfill our responsibility to those round about us. 
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