the leading of the lord

Bob Jordan
P.O. Box 1530

Prisoners For Christ
Woodinville, WA 98072-1530

One of the excellent advantages of being a Christian is that the Lord leads his people.  Being a Christian is not limited to do's and don'ts but it involves moving in God's will and being led by the Lord.  God's leading is a blessing in may forms, be it in decision making, career moves, finances, and general conduct.  Let us consider a passage in the Bible and see what being led of the Lord is all about.

Psalms 32    A Psalm of David, Maschil. Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 2 Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile. 3 When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. 4 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer. Selah. 5 I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah. 6 For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found: surely in the floods of great waters they shall not come nigh unto him. 7 Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. Selah. 8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye. 9 Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee. 10 Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that trusteth in the LORD, mercy shall compass him about. 11 Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart.

Following are some keys regarding being led of God:

Key Number One:  Being Right With God.
1 A Psalm of David, Maschil. Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 2 Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile. 3 When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. 4 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer. Selah. 5 I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah.

This is where it all begins for the child of God.  We humbly repent of our sin and come to Christ.  If we're backslidden (that is, we used to be a Christian by have forsaken the Lord) then we can repent of that and come back to God also.  It has been said that our past doesn't determine our future (our past determines where we are today), rather it is today that determines our future.  Paul said in 2 Corinthians 6:2  ....behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.  Salvation is where it starts.  John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  God has done his part and now it's time for us to do our part.  God wants to lead us and that starts by being honest and serious with God - forget making excuses - and coming to God by faith in Christ.  Let's settle the salvation question.  The Bible says in Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  We must choose life to begin being led by the Lord.

Key Number Two:  Acting in Faith Toward God.
6 For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found: surely in the floods of great waters they shall not come nigh unto him. 7 Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. Selah. 

To enjoy the benefit of being led by the Lord we have to act in faith toward God.  Prayer is an act of faith.  Prayers of the godly get results.  Prayers of the righteous in times of trouble are guaranteed to be heard of God and God will move and lead us.  When trouble comes, we can either rely on our own wisdom and understanding, or we can present the matter before God and have God undertake for us.  To rest in faith that God will hear our prayer and deliver us from trouble is a key in being led by God.  Many troubles do not need an instant answer, but they need us to act wisely and properly, and being led by God accomplishes that very need.  Proverbs 3:5-6  Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.  To leave a matter with God requires trust; we can trust God and must trust God to be led of the Lord.

Key Number Three:  Acting in Obedience Toward God.
8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye. 9 Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee.

The next level of being led by God is in the area of obedience toward God.  The Bible says in 1 Samuel 15:22  And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.  Reading the story of Samuel and King Saul one finds out plainly how when disobedience enters the equation, the leading of the Lord leaves.  Why would any Christian consciously disobey God?  Why forfeit the leading of the Lord?  Those that are led of the Lord are those that are obedient toward the Lord.  This goes back to the first key,  I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD.  As a new Christian learns more about the ways of God, then he can be more obedient toward God.  The Scriptures say that "to whom much is given, much is required."  Thus as we learn more than we have an obligation to be obedient to what we know.  This is a part of Christian maturity and is integral to being led of the Lord.

Key Number Four:  Expect God to Lead You.
10 Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that trusteth in the LORD, mercy shall compass him about. 11 Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart.
When you are a Christian, you're walking in faith and obedience, then things seem to automatically go your way!  When decisions are based on the principles of the kingdom of God then you have every right to expect that God is going to lead you and guide you.  Look around at the unsaved and the disobedient.  It's one problem after the other.  Never getting ahead, always in trouble, always another crisis.  Is that how anyone wants to live their life?  The Bible says in John 10:10  The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.  Sounds like verses 10 and 11 above.  Expect that the Good Shepherd will lead you.  

Psalms 23

A Psalm of David. The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.  He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
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