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Everyone agrees that natural laws govern the universe. Natural laws apply to chemistry, thermodynamics, and physics, to name a few.  We all know about gravity, a natural physical law that always works.  But there are spiritual laws too, laws that if properly understood and applied, will produce consistent results, just as natural laws are used.  One spiritual law that we'll look at in this study is called "The Law of Use," and it was taught by the Lord Jesus Christ in Matthew chapter 25.

Matthew 25:14-30    For the kingdom of heaven is as a man traveling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.  15  And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.  16  Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents.  17  And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two.  18  But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's money.  19  After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.  20  And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.  21  His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.  22  He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them.  23  His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.  24  Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed:  25  And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.  26  His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed:  27  Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.  28  Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents.  29  For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.  30  And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Jesus spoke this parable, called "the parable of the talents."  He begins with "For the kingdom of heaven is as ...."  Whenever we read something like this, then we know that a spiritual law is being described.  Jesus spoke over forty parables, and many of them teach us spiritual laws.  Remember, spiritual laws are just as real (even more so) than natural laws.

From this parable, we recognize the Law of Use.  What Jesus is saying is that the universe is set up such that talents (abilities, possessions, skills, knowledge, finances, attributes, etc.) need to be USED, or exercised, in order to increase, or to even remain at the point where they are at.  Let me explain. 

If a man is a welder, he needs to continue to practice welding to be competent at it.  But by doing it, he becomes better at it, and is more useful to his employer because his skills are being USED, and therefore his skills are IMPROVING, because that is how the spiritual law, the Law of Use, works.

Do you desire to increase your education?  You can.  The Law of Use says so.  BUT, you have to begin.  You have to enroll in the class, or you have to read the books, and you have to APPLY yourself.  Then, the Law of Use, the solid spiritual Law, takes effect, and you WILL increase your education.  Guaranteed.

But what about the flip side of the Law of Use?  Let's use a  natural example.  Once I wore a cast over my leg for about two months.  When the cast was removed, my leg muscles were shriveled up; I had no muscle definition (my other leg did though-‑ it never had a cast on it), and the joint had calcified, that is, calcium had deposited in the knee joint and had to be broken away through bending (and that hurt!).  My leg, through a LACK OF USE, had actually ended up WORSE than it began-- it did not remain the same!!.

So let's look again at the parable.  One man has many talents and abilities (just as men nowadays do), another man has fewer talents and abilities, and yet a third man has fewer still, only one.  But ALL THREE MEN WERE GIVEN THE CHANCE TO EXPAND WHAT THEY HAD.  The first, through application, turned his five talents into ten.  The second turned his two into four.  But the third did absolutely nothing.  Why?  Fear of failure; fear of rejection; fear someone would laugh at him; fear that because he had been in jail before that he was doomed to failure anyway, so why bother?  In the end, no excuse would do.  He HAD SOMETHING, and he did NOTHING with it.

You have talents too.  You're important in God's eyes and you have a place in the kingdom of heaven (remember, the parable was written for you to read too!).  Will you apply yourself to what gifts you already have?  If you do, they will increase, and you'll provide a service to God and family you never believed possible.  If you do not, then that which you have will be lost.

It is interesting to note that the reward for the first and second man was the same-‑ the Lord said "Well done, thou good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your lord."  One day every Christian wants to hear those words when He stand before God.  Whether you have ten talents, or five, or two-‑ the point is: did you do what you could?  Did you apply yourself?  Did you have faith in God and act accordingly?  James 1:22  says, "but be ye DOERS of the word (of God), and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves." James 2:17 says, "Even so faith, if it has not works, is dead, being alone."

These verses in James do not teach us to work for our salvation.  Salvation is a free gift of God (Ephesians 2:8, 9; Titus 3:5).  But to succeed in the kingdom of God requires putting the word of God to USE.  And in doing so, God will cause increase to come our way.  God will bless, and we'll be blessed and happy in his service.

Whether it's Bible reading, doing push-ups, prayer, losing weight, church attendance, quitting smoking; NA; education; AA; your job- anything, when we apply ourselves to the task we may not see much progress initially, but, through the Law of Use we will begin to be able to measure our progress.  The law of use works just like the law of gravity - EVERY TIME!

(The title "The Law of Use" originated with Dr. Pat Robertson, President, Christian Broadcasting Network.)
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