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The wonderful thing about our Great God and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, is that He’s a personal savior. He understands our struggles, weaknesses, and infirmities. He also knows our name. He was where the people were, where the hurting were, where the hungry were, where those who wanted to draw nearer to God were. Contrast this to the scene I witnessed in an airport in India. A swami (spiritual guru) was being shuttled from the arrival gate to his waiting limousine. Throngs of people all wanting to get a glimpse of him ran along side, behind, and in front of the shuttle (a four-wheeled electric vehicle). His handlers got him out of the shuttle, stuffed him quickly into the limousine (he was wearing sun glasses) and off he went. He never prayed for anyone, never talked to anyone, never shook hands with anyone, he didn’t even look at anyone. Yet these people, probably 100 of them, paid great obeisance to him and considered themselves fortunate to have even had a glimpse of this pompous self-styled religious leader who somehow was to make their lives better. This can happen in America too, where the televangelist is much too important to mingle with the common crowd, but rather their handlers quickly get them out from the arena to their 5-star hotel and away from the people as fast as possible. The swami and the televangelist don’t now you from a load of hay, but Jesus knows your name!

John 20:11-29 But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and looked into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 13 Then they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” 14 Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken these things to her. 
19 Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” 26 And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” 27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

There are two people in this passage that Jesus refers to by name. Mary and Thomas. Let us consider each of their stories, starting with Mary.

Mary Magdalene was a woman who had endured much hardship in her life. Jesus had cast seven demons out of her. How did she come to be demon possessed? Some historians surmise she had led a promiscuous life before coming to know Jesus. Perhaps there was protracted drug or alcohol abuse. Maybe she indulged in sorcery and witchcraft and over time became consumed with to the point of demon possession. We do not know the reason she was demon possessed, but she was. This causes people to not be in their right mind. There is no rest. There is no peace. There is no hope or vision for the future. There is not much worse than being demon possessed. This is the reward of those who serve the devil. This is the reward of those who think sin is fun and it doesn’t affect anyone. The wages of sin is still death – death to hopes, dreams, peace, prosperity, fulfillment, relationships – and it always will be so. Unless Jesus comes on the scene, then all things become new!
For Mary, Jesus did come on the scene. All four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) record that Mary Magdalene was the first person to see the resurrected Christ. The very first! Mary was weeping outside of the tomb because when she came to it the stone had been rolled away and Jesus was not there. She was heartbroken. But the good news is that unlike the swami, and unlike some of the modern televangelists, Jesus was showing up to minister to an individual person, and he knew her by name, and he called her by her name, “Mary.” Then she recognized him, and there was great joy, and Jesus commissioned her to go tell the disciples. Thus a woman, one who had been demon possessed, one who had been left on the devil’s ash-heap, one who had been knocked out and counted out, had her life restored by Jesus Christ, and then she became the first person to see the resurrected Jesus Christ, and she was the one who went to tell the others that Jesus was risen from the dead. Yes, Jesus knew her name, and he knows yours too!

Then there’s Thomas. A disciple. One of the original twelve. Everything is confused. No one quite knows what’s going on. Jesus appears, and he ministers to the disciples, but Thomas is not among them. He gets word that Jesus is risen. And he says he will not believe it unless he puts his own finger in the wounds of Jesus. 

After a few days Jesus then appears before the disciples again, and this time Thomas is with them. Jesus comes directly up to Thomas and has Thomas put his fingers in Jesus’ wounds (note Thomas didn’t ask Jesus to do this, he only voiced it when Jesus wasn’t there, but being God, Jesus knew it anyway). So Thomas exclaims “My Lord and my God.” Then Jesus says, “Thomas…”  Indeed beloved, Jesus knows your name. He cares for you. Note this in Matthew 10:30 But the very hairs of your head are numbered. God knows you personally. 

Mary – a cast-off, no social standing, and demon possessed. She becomes the first person to see the risen Christ. Her life is restored as Jesus, the one with the goods, casts out the demons and instructs here in the ways of the kingdom of Heaven. He meets her when she is brokenhearted and ministers to her. This is the ministry of a personal savior and not of a swami with no time for you.

Thomas – a disciple, one of the original chosen twelve, saw many, many miracles, healings, casting out of demons, and even saw people raised from the dead. He heard all of the teachings, he was there for the Sermon on the Mount. Yet he was confused and wanted answers, and Jesus appeared, and dispelled the confusion. This is the work of a personal savior and not some of the modern crop of young televangelist with no time for you.

Beloved, God loves you very much. He knows your name. Do you know Him today? Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. Revelation 3:20
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