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Is there a difference between knowing God and knowing about God?  Yes!  Let's look at two men from the Old Testament and two men from the New Testament and see what the differences are.

Job: Job 42:1‑6  "Then Job answered the Lord, and said, I know that thou canst do everything, and that no thought can be withholden from thee.  Who is he that hideth counsel without knowledge?  Therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not.  Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.  I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; but now mine eye seeth thee: wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes."

Job was a righteous man, as described in the first chapter of the book of Job.  Then Job lost everything he had.  His property was destroyed, his ten children were killed, then his health was ruined.  Job's wife was devastated, and Job cursed the day he was born (meaning, he wished he never was born ‑ have you ever felt like that?).  Throughout the book of Job, Job talks with his "friends" who tell him what a failure Job is, and that, if he only did what was right in God's sight, none of this would have ever happened.  Job then tries to maintain his guiltlessness.  Finally, God speaks to Job, and as is recorded above; Job meets God.  When he did, he didn't argue about how much of a bum deal he had received, but he recognized God's greatness and glory.  Job said he had HEARD about God, but now he SAW him, and he repented and was humble.  When a man knows God, he is humble.

Isaiah: Isaiah 6:1‑8  "In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train (skirts) filled the temple.  Above it stood the seraphim: each one had six wings; with twain (two) he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.  And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.  And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.  Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.  Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a  live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Who shall I send, and who will go for us?  Then said I, Here am I; send me."

Isaiah was a prophet, he was used to hearing the voice of God and ministering the Word of God to others.  But then he had a vision of the Lord, and he saw Him in His glory.  Immediately Isaiah realized how unworthy and unclean he really was before a HOLY God.  And Isaiah was cleansed, and wanted to tell others about the Lord of Glory.  When you know God, you will want others to know Him too.  You'll trust God to the place that whatever He wants, you'll do it.   You too will say, "Here am I, send me," not, "Lord, I'm busy, send someone else."

Peter: Luke 5:1-11  "And it came to pass, that as the people pressed upon him (Jesus) to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret, and saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing their nets.  And he (Jesus) entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's (Peter's), and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land.  And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship.  Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught (catch of fish).  And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net.  And when they had this done, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net broke.  And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they would come and help them.  And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink.  When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.  For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken: And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon.  And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.  And when they brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him."
No one is born a Christian.  The great Apostle Peter, too, had to have a beginning as a Christian.  When Peter saw the Lord, and how nothing was too difficult for Him, he realized his own lack and sinfulness, for he said, "Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord."  But Peter received faith in God that day, and when Jesus called Him, the Bible says that "When they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed Him (Jesus)."  When a man KNOWS God, he will follow Him.  When a man knows ABOUT God, he will continue to do his own thing. 

Paul: Acts 9:1‑6  "And Saul (later Paul), yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.  And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: and he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?  And he said, Who art thou, Lord?  And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks (pricks are oxgoads, or sharp, pointy instruments used for prodding along cattle ‑ not something you want to kick!).  And he trembling and astonished, said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?  And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do."
Paul (formerly Saul) was a Pharisee, that is, he was a teacher of the Jewish law.  Paul knew all about God.  He could quote entire books in the Old Testament.  Yet Paul never really knew God.  Then on the road to Damascus he met the Savior.  When Paul met Jesus, his first response was "Lord, what would you have me to do?"  An indicator of whether or not you KNOW God is if your attitude is that God's will is first and yours is second.  God will see to it that you know his will (as he did for Paul) when you yield your life to him and resolve to do his will.

Paul said "That I might know Him (Jesus), and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings...." (Philippians 3:10).  You can know God.  Jesus will change your life.
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