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One of the ways that we learn about God is by reading about Him in the Bible. Sometimes we learn about God directly; other times indirectly.  The passage we'll study in 2 Samuel chapter nine is an indirect way (we learn it through another person other than God) that we learn about one of God's attributes-- His kindness. Here, king David shows kindness, and we learn that it's the kindness of God.

2 Samuel 9:1‑13   And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan's sake?  2  And there was of the house of Saul a servant whose name was And when they had called him unto David, the king said unto him, Art thou Ziba?  And he said, Thy servant is he.  3  And the king said, Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may show the kindness of God unto him?  And Ziba said unto the king. Jonathan has yet a son, which is lame on his feet.  4  And the king said unto him, Where is he?  And Ziba said unto the king, Behold, he is in the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, in Lodebar.  5  Then king David sent, and fetched him out of the house of Machir, the son of Ammiel, from Lodebar.  6  Now when Mephibosheth (pronounced Meh-fib‑o‑sheth), the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, was come unto David, he fell on his face, and did reverence.  And David said, Mephibosheth. And he answered, Behold thy servant!  7  And David said unto him, Fear not: for I will surely show thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.  8  And he bowed himself, and said, What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?  9  Then the king called to Ziba, Saul's servant, and said unto him, I have given unto thy master's son all that pertained to Saul and to all his house.  10  Thou therefore, and thy sons, and thy servants, shall till the land for him, and thou shalt bring in the fruits, that thy master's son may have food to eat: but Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat bread always at my table.  Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.  11  Then said Ziba unto the king, According to all that my lord the king hath commanded his servant, so shall thy servant do. As for Mephibosheth, said the king, he shall eat at my table, as one of the king's sons.  12  And Mephibosheth had a young son, whose name was Micha.  And all that dwelt in the house of Ziba were servants unto Mephibosheth.  13  So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem: for he did eat continually at the king's table; and was lame on both his feet.

A little background is in order.  David was the second king of Israel.  The first was Saul, son of Kish (1 Samuel 9:1, 2).  Saul was a good man who went bad.  His "Waterloo" is recorded in 1 Samuel 15.  David was anointed to be Israel's second king.

But the way that royal families usually go, the descendants of the king usually inherit the throne.  David was in no way a blood relative of Saul.  But Saul had children, and one of them was named Jonathan.  David and Jonathan were dear friends who loved one another (1 Samuel 18:1), but Saul wanted to kill David (1 Samuel 19:1, 2) because he knew that David would be the next king.

One day Israel was at war, and Saul, Jonathan, and all the other son's of Saul died (see 1 Samuel 31).  David then is anointed king over Judah (2 Samuel 2:4) and then over Israel (2 Samuel 5:3).  David was now king over a united Israel (previously it was divided, some men with David, others with Saul).

So now we're up to 2 Samuel chapter 9.  David asks in verse 1, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan's sake? David wanted to show kindness.  God wants to show us kindness.  David loved his friend Jonathan.  Jesus loves us.

And there was a man.  The son of Jonathan.  A man named Mephibosheth.  When he heard that the king wanted to see him, he was terrified.  Perhaps he thought, "The king will want to kill me, lest anyone says that I should be king.  And my son will be killed too. "

But David didn't have killing on his mind.  Neither does God. Jesus said in John 3:16, 17, For God so loved the world that he gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes on Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.  David wasn't going to condemn Mephibosheth, he was going to show him kindness.

Mephibosheth had a low opinion of himself. He was lame in his feet, and that usually meant a life of poverty in those times, because so much of the work was physical.  Here is Mephibosheth, a man lame in his feet, trying to raise a son.  His dad is dead.  His grandfather the king is dead.  He has no possessions.  He has nothing to look forward to.  But David wants to show him kindness.  David seeks him out.  David blesses him.  David sees to it that all his needs are going to be met.  David has him eat at the kings table for the rest of his life.

God shows that kind of kindness also.  Remember in verse three, how David said,  . . .that I might show him THE KINDNESS OF GOD.  God has sought us out also.  Isaiah 53:6 says, All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way. . .  But God sent Jesus, the greatest act of kindness the world has ever known, demonstrated by the greatest man who ever lived, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Romans 5:8 says, But God demonstrated his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

God sought us out.  That's how He is.  God is kind.  Even though we too are imperfect, even "lame in our feet," God still says COME.  Revelation 22:17 says, And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.  There too is the marriage supper of the lamb, the Lamb of God, as recorded in Revelation 19:6‑10.  God has a table of plenty.  He has a table of blessing.  He is kind.  David showed the KINDNESS OF GOD to Mephibosheth.  God shows his kindness to all those who humbly come to him.
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