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Do you know anyone (maybe even yourself?) who started off one time as a Christian, but ended up going back to their own ways, and quit serving God?  Surely they didn't intend to quit, but something happened and they gave it up.  Jesus said in Matthew 10:22, He that endures to the end shall be saved.  Let's see how to keep going and serve God for a lifetime.

Hebrews 11:1-3, 6   Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.  2  For by it the elders obtained a good report.  3  Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear....  6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.

Then in Hebrews verses 4, 5, 7, 8, and 11 we read of the elders spoken of in verse 2.  These all had faith in God.  Yet we read in verse 13:

Hebrews 11:13  These all (the elders) died in faith, NOT having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

Then we read more reports of the elders throughout the rest of the chapter, including verses 17, 21, 22, 23, 30, and 32. These verses include short descriptions of people of faith (in the Old Testament).  And look at verses 33, 34, and the first part of verse 35 to see some of the great exploits they performed:

Hebrews 11:33‑35a  Who (these people of faith) through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,  34  Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.  35a  Women received their dead raised to life again....

We imagine that if this was what we experienced, where things went our way, we too might be great people of faith.  But the Bible doesn't stop here.  Whenever you think God has forgotten you because of adverse things that come into your life, or because of injustices you may suffer, or because when you were trying to serve God something didn't go your way like you thought it should and therefore you may as well give up on the whole thing, remember these following verses:

Hebrews 35b‑40  ...and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection:  36  And others had trial(s) of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment:  37  They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented;  38  (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.  39  And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise:  40  God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.

Have you suffered for your Christian testimony like these people did?  Neither have I.  Even though they did, they kept their faith in God.  They were able to KEEP GOING.  They did it, and God didn't forget them.  Now how do we keep going?  Let's look into the first three verses of the next chapter:

Hebrews 12:1‑3 "Wherefore (because of what we read in chapter 11) seeing we are also compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which does so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,  2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.  3  For consider him (Jesus) who endured such contradiction (opposition) of sinners against himself, lest you be wearied and faint in your minds.

The writer of the book of Hebrews follows up the entire eleventh chapter (Hebrews 11 is known as the "great faith chapter") with the statement, Wherefore (because of this) seeing we (those of us living now in the New Testament times) are also compassed (surrounded) about with so great a cloud (company) of witnesses...  This means that because these people (those described in chapter 11, who lived in the Old Testament times) lived for God their entire lives, and did so even under difficult circumstances, and even up to their death, WE CAN TOO.

How?
1) 
We can remember the testimony of those from the Old Testament.  They didn't count this life as being the prize, rather, they confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  Their hope was God.  People can let you down, the economy can let you down, you may not have great wealth, but if you know that God has something better for you, and that he is your hope, you can KEEP GOING.
2) 
We can remember the testimony of the New Testament saints.  The apostles of Jesus all died a martyr's death (they died for their beliefs) except John, he died while in prison on the isle of Patmos after being used of God to write the book of Revelation.  Paul was executed.  Stephen was stoned. Do you think they did it for a joke?  They knew Jesus and they lived for him. We can too, we can KEEP GOING.
3) 
We can shun sin. Hebrews 12:1 says we should lay aside every weight and sin which does so easily beset us. Sin comes naturally.  If you don't guard against it, you can fall into it.  Remember the marathon runners? they hardly wear anything while they run those 26 miles.  Living the Christian life is not a brief sprint, but rather it is a long race.  Verse two ends with, let us run with patience the race that is set before us.  Whoever won a marathon while wearing a backpack?  Don't saddle yourself with sin, it makes the race hard to run, and you may not be able to finish. KEEP GOING.
P.S. The marathon runner is not concerned with being in front after the first or second mile, but after the 26th mile.  Be patient!

4) 
Look to Jesus as we are exhorted in verse three. He will not let you down.  Jesus is alive.  First Corinthians chapter twelve describes the resurrection of Christ and what it means to the Christian.  If you look to a pastor, an evangelist, or a jail volunteer, you may get disappointed.  Don't make a fallible human being your scapegoat for giving up. If you look to Jesus, you will never get disappointed.  Look to Jesus, serve Jesus, and KEEP GOING.
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