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I can personally testify to the exceeding great joy I have in my own personal life as a Christian.  As I write this lesson I am at a place in my life where I have more responsibilities than I've ever had and I have more pressures on me than I have ever had before.  Society it seems is getting worse and worse and economic and political uncertainty is at an all time high.  So why can I, or anyone for that matter, have joy, even a abundance of joy?  Some of the answer is found in the following passage of Scripture:

Romans 5:1-11  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. 8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.

The Four following items are our choices to make.  If we reject Christ we can have the first choice, which was a choice we inherited from our natures.  The second choice is a choice we can make when we are Christians.  These choices contribute to our joy, that we may have the abundant life here on earth that Jesus spoke about.

Pressure or Peace
1. Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:

2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
Here we have the root of the Christian's joy: peace with God through the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Christian can come to God in prayer because we have access by faith into this grace.  We're living in a pressure-packed age, where many are depressed, despondent, and suicidal.  Is peace possible?  Jesus said in John 14:27  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.  The peace of God has to be experienced to be experienced!  The world cannot offer it.  All of the world's distractions:  TV, radio, books, movies, magazines, casinos, alcohol and drugs, cars, boats, sports events, and on and on, cannot give the peace that Christ gives.  When you have the peace of God, then your joy has fertile ground in which to grow and increase.

Problems or Purpose
3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;

4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because

the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
Anyone reading this page knows what it is to have problems.  What do you do when you have problems?  For the unbeliever you can sue someone and take them to court.  You can press for your rights and spit and stomp and swear.  The wise Christian, however, can recognize that in this life there will be tribulations.  Yet these tribulations can be turned to joy!  The Bible says in Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  From this verse in Romans chapter eight, as well as the earlier verses above in chapter five, we can conclude that as Christians we don't have to question God's love every time something unpleasant comes into our lives.  Rather, we can recognize this as an opportunity to grow, an opportunity to increase our hope and faith, and we can have the quiet assurance that God is going to work it out for His good purposes.  Christians can face problems with joy, because they know that through problems God is working in their lives.  The unbeliever does not see the hand of God in the midst of problems.  They simply resist God's work in their life, and there is no joy in that.

Penalty or Pardon
6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous

man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. 8 But God commendeth [demonstrated] his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
I know God loves me; He demonstrated His love for me.  He proved it.  What are these three verses saying?  Simply this:  When all was lost for us (there was no hope, and when there is no hope there is no joy), Christ died for us.  We didn't have to die ourselves.  But consider this:  For a good man some have given their lives (and only a precious few would do that), yet, while we were sinners not even seeking God, Christ died for us.  Who else would do that?  There are those who would want to reject the Pardon offered by God and pay the penalty for their sins themselves.  Those persons, by their choice, reject the call of God and live self-seeking lives wrought with misery, unhappiness, disappointment, and uncertainty.  Then they die and miss heaven, the greatest tragedy of them all.  When you've been pardoned, there is reason for joy!  When the prisoner is pardoned, there is joy, how much more when the high court of Heaven pronounces pardon upon us because the penalty for our sin against God has been paid!  
Puzzled or Predestined
9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 10 For

if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being

reconciled,  we shall be saved by his life. 11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our

Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.
This passage ends with the word "atonement."  What does that word mean?  Atonement means: 

Reconciliation or an instance of reconciliation between God and human beings; the reconciliation of God and human beings brought about by Jesus.  What does it mean reconcile?  Reconcile is to reestablish a close relationship between; to settle or resolve; to bring (oneself) to accept; to make compatible or consistent.  To reestablish a close relationship, as in marriage; to become compatible or consistent.  What this means is that our relationship with God is brought back to where it is supposed to be.  Romans 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  So we have been predestined, or ordained to be conformed to the very image of Jesus.  We needn't be puzzled as to where we came from, why we are here, or where we are going.  We're created in the image of God, to bring glory to God, and to be conformed into the image of Jesus Christ.  The atheistic evolutionists is trying to put puzzle pieces together; the Christian knows what it's all about.  The Christian has joy as he knows that God has a purpose and plan for him.

_________________________________

I will close this lesson by showing that for a person to have joy first they have to hear the message of Christ, then they have to give heed (believe) that which they hear, and act on it.  Good things follow, and there is great joy.
Acts 8:5-8  Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them.  6  And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.  7  For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed.  8  And there was great joy in that city.                         
            [I am sure that there was!]
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