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If you worked long and hard all day at a job and someone else came in at the very tail end of the day and worked just a fraction of what you had how would you feel about it.  Now what if you both received your pay for that day’s labor and were paid the exact same amount of wages.  Would you become angry at your employer over the other person being compensated the same as you for doing so little work compared to you?  Would you shout out it’s not fair?
Our time today is going to be a study on this very subject.  The title for today’s message is It’s Not Fair.  Let’s take a look at Matthew 20:1-16 and read the parable of the laborers in the vineyard.  Matthew 20:1-16 "For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 "When he had agreed with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 "And he went out about the third hour and saw others standing idle in the market place;  4 and to those he said, 'You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.' And so they went. 5 "Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did the same thing. 6 "And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, 'Why have you been standing here idle all day long?' 7 "They said to him, 'Because no one hired us.' He said to them, 'You go into the vineyard too.' 8 "When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 'Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last group to the first.' 9 "When those hired about the eleventh hour came, each one received a denarius. 10 "When those hired first came, they thought that they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. 11 "When they received it, they grumbled at the landowner, 12 saying, 'These last men have worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden and the scorching heat of the day.'  13 "But he answered and said to one of them, ' Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 'Take what is yours and go, but I wish to give to this last man the same as to you.  15 'Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with what is my own? Or is your eye envious because I am generous?' 16 "So he last shall be first, and the first last." 

I want to tell you about two people in my life that fit this scripture to make a point. The first person is Hellen my wife’s grandmother who lived to be ninety-two years old and passed away just a few years ago.  She came to Christ only in the last two months of her life, receiving salvation in truly the eleventh hour.  She had little time to serve the Lord.  But she did receive it before it was too late. Praise God!  Psalm 118:21  l give thanks to You, for You have answered me, And You have become my salvation. 
The second person is my friend Walter who is ninety-five and still doing Kingdom work today.  He received salvation as a teenager and started evangelizing almost immediately.  He trained to be a missionary and went to China and preached the gospel for nearly two decades.  As a side note he even preached in the prisons in China during that time.  He was there during World War II preaching the word in Chinese to the people.  Would you have the strength to preach the gospel in a war zone unless you had the Lord’s covering over you?  Psalm 27:1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The LORD is the defense of my life; Whom shall I dread?   After returning from China he pastored a church for many years, and after retiring from full time ministry he was called to be the director of an international missionary organization.  Even at ninety-five he still is involved in interviewing new missionaries and equipping them to go out into the field.  When I seek Walter’s wisdom on any question his answer will always have scripture within it.  He is firm in the Faith.  Psalm 62:6 He only is my rock and my salvation, My stronghold; I shall not be shaken.  This is the laborer that started at the beginning of the day and worked his heart out for the Lord, Amen!
Both have the gift of eternal life. So why do both of them receive the same reward of salvation and eternal life?  Because it is by grace we receive salvation it is not under our own power.  Ephesians 2:5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).  Because as long as you’re alive you can repent, ask, and receive salvation.  Titus 2:11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men.  My friend Walter did not “Have to” do mighty works in God’s name, he “Got to” do mighty works in God’s name!  Just being in the same room with Walter raises the level of faith of everyone else around him, he is a fully sanctified man of God.  His life has been blessed greatly by the Lord and his walk reflects his faith.  Psalm 84:11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; The LORD gives grace and glory; No good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly. So why not just wait?:
The better question is: Why not receive the Lord’s blessing on your life now and have the rest of your days to live the way God intended you to? Psalm 149:4 For the LORD takes pleasure in His people; He will beautify the afflicted ones with salvation.  Why not live free of the burden of past sin so you can be right with God now.  Hebrews 8:12 "FOR I WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR INIQUITIES, AND I WILL REMEMBER THEIR SINS NO MORE."  Why wait to have a personal relationship with our savior Christ Jesus.  Psalm 118:14 The LORD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation.   If you’re saved today and you are walking with the Lord and being blessed, Amen.  If you’re on the outside looking in today, I ask you this question what are you waiting for?
Some may say: I’ll just come in at the eleventh hour. So maybe you’re listening to this message today and thinking, “I’ll live my life as I want for now and slip in just under the wire at the very end.  Who wants all the responsibilities of being a Christian right now?  It sounds like a lot of work I may even end up preaching the Word someday.  I have plenty of time to get around to it later.”  Well there is a hole in the dike with this idea as we see in scripture. Revelation 3:3 'So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you.  Take a moment to meditate on this thought; you may perish before you get the chance to be redeemed.  Again we see this in 1 Thessalonians 5:2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.  This is one item on your to do list that needs to get done.  Beloved if you’re holding out until the eleventh hour I pray you change your mind and come to salvation while you still have the time to do so.  If you’re already saved today then praise the Lord God Almighty for you are my adopted Brother or Sister in Christ.  Ephesians 1:5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will.    Galatians 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  When I call you my Brothers and Sisters it is not just an expression of endearment it is a scriptural reality, we are spiritually family, Amen.
The bottom line:  Hellen is, and Walter will be, in heaven for all eternity, praise God.  But the contrast between their lives has been quite remarkable.  Both have the victory but only one lived a lifetime “in” victory and “being” blessed.  Corinthians 15:57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  I pray today that you are living “in” victory.
Closing statement:  So what is the take away from today’s teaching that you need to meditate on after we’re done? Consider only these two things:
· First, your victory is secure in Jesus and is yours for the asking no matter “when” you come to Him.
· And second, If you’re on the outside looking in today then let this be the day that you start living “in” victory!

I want to close my time with you by reading this verse from 2 Corinthians 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
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