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There are major doctrines (teachings) of the Orthodox (established) Christian Church that, when analyzed, are entirely congruent with each other and make perfect sense. They all “fit,” whether or not we have a clear understanding of how and why. This lesson succinctly considers major doctrines of the Faith and explains why these doctrines have to be as they are; to be anything else would give rise to fundamental contradictions within the Bible. Full scripture references are available on request from this author for any of the doctrines described below. Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge... Titus 1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers. 
God is a Trinity  How can God be creator, savior, and yet be in us?  The answer is God is a Trinity. The scriptures teach that God is One, and is omniscient, omnipresent, creator, savior, and judge.  He is love, he grieves, receives worship, is involved in the process of the believer’s sanctification, justification, regeneration, and searches the hearts of men, to name a few of his attributes. These characteristics are ascribed to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These are attributes of a person (persons love, grieve, etc.); not of a force, a created being, or anything other than a person. Three persons, One God – the Trinity. Creation reflects the Trinity.
The Deity of Christ  How could Christ Jesus live a sinless life? The answer is Jesus Christ is 100% God and 100% man. It cannot be any other way for the plan of salvation to work, the resurrection of Christ to have occurred, or the New Testament age to be ushered in. Any person born of natural procreation is born with a sin nature. They cannot save themselves let alone anyone else. The God-Man, Jesus Christ, was 100% man and paid the price for sin as a man, yet was 100%, sinless, being God, so he could! Teaching that Christ was a created being nullifies the entire message of the scriptures.
The Deity of the Holy Spirit  How can God’s Spirit live in the life of every believer? The answer is that the Holy Spirit is God, 3rd Person of the Trinity. For man to have ongoing fellowship with God requires an indwelling presence of God in the life of a man. To know the mind of Christ, to have discernment, to experience peace and comfort, all this comes at the hand of God. The Spirit of God, which indwells the believer, makes this all possible. If there is no personal Holy Spirit, then there is no abiding presence of God in the life of the believer. God the Holy Spirit is limited by neither time nor space – as is consistent with the attributes of God. He is personal, guiding believers in the truth of Christ.
The Blood of Christ  Why don’t we sacrifice animals today, like the old Bible stories describe? The answer is the Blood of Christ is the final sacrifice, man’s blood for man’s sin. In the Old Testament God’s people offered animal sacrifices over and over again, year after year, because the sacrifice was imperfect, merely an image of the true sacrifice.  But the Bible teaches that Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, was offered up once and for all, man’s blood for man’s sin, so that never again would sacrifice have to be made.  We are redeemed to God through the atoning work of the Cross of Calvary where Jesus suffered and died, shedding his blood for the sin of the world. That’s the difference between the blood of animals and the Blood of Christ, the blood of a perfect man. God took no pleasure in the blood of animals. The plan of redemption included the animal sacrifices (imperfect) which made the way for the eventual crucifixion of the God-Man (perfect) Jesus Christ.
The Depravity of Man  Why are there wars? Why can’t we all “get along”? The answer is the depravity of man. If man could save himself, or balance out his bad deeds with good works and meet God’s bar of righteousness, then Christ would never have had to die for the sin of the world. If man could get away with even one sin, then he would have an opportunity to make it to heaven on his own merits. But this is clearly not the case made in the scriptures. Man is described as being unholy and sinful and in need of a savior. And thanks be to God he has one in Jesus Christ.
Spiritual Warfare  How is evil explained? Why is there evil?  The answer is that the enemy of every man and the kingdom of God is Satan and the kingdom of darkness.  Satan is a created being.  He is a spirit being, real and personal, the ruler of a vast hierarchy of demonic spirit beings.  Satan and the demons are neither omniscient nor omnipresent.  Satan and his hosts are defeated and awaiting final judgment in the lake of fire, but for now we’re engaged in a battle. Get used to it, understand it, prepare for it, and be able to defend against it. Our weapons are not physical, but spiritual. 
The Virgin Birth of Christ  What’s the significance of the virgin birth? How can anyone be born of a virgin? The answer is that a natural man would be born in sin. Christ had to come into the world and be a man to atone for the sin of man. The only way for this to happen is by supernatural as well as natural means! The supernatural part was the conception of the Christ-child by the Holy Spirit within the womb of the natural mother, Mary, who became the natural part of the equation. If God could create the world and all in it, can he not cause the conception of a virgin to bring the Christ-child into the world? 
Heaven and Hell  Isn’t Hell the grave? Why would a loving God send anyone to Hell? The answer is that Heaven is the eternal home of God’s redeemed, and Hell is the eternal place of conscious torment for the lost. Along with the Trinity of God this doctrine is hardest to understand for many people. The Heaven part is reasonable enough, but how can a loving God send someone to Hell for all of eternity? From the scriptures, Hell was never a part of the plan for mankind. Hell was to be the eternal abode of the devil; yet man in his rejection of Christ finds Hell awaiting him. Why? Three reasons: The righteousness and holiness of God, and the justice of God require it, the books must be balanced, the earned wages received. Second, because sin is so horrible and terrible, it cannot be atoned for by any natural man, even if given an eternity. It’s that serious. the price is that high. Third, because for one who has rejected God and His forgiveness to be forced to spend eternity in His presence would be unendurable.
The Resurrection of Christ  What’s the big deal about the resurrection? The answer is that the resurrection of Christ validated all of his claims. He said he’d be raised up after three days and he was. Our faith was not in some good speaker who died in his sins and is still in the grave, rather, it was in the God-Man Jesus Christ, who was who he said he was and by his resurrection we have the hope of our own resurrection. Without the resurrection there would be no hope, no foundation for faith. It had to be.
Salvation by Grace  Surely we have to work for our salvation, God keeps score doesn’t he? Wouldn’t that be fair? The answer is there is nothing any man can do for his salvation, if there was, Christ would not have had to die for the sin of the world. This doctrine of salvation by grace has to be so because Christ said “It is finished” just before he died on the cross. It was God’s mission to redeem fallen man. God did the full work. Man cannot do anything to earn salvation, though many try. It is futile to try, worse; it’s an abomination. To work to earn your salvation is a declaration to God Almighty that he didn’t or couldn’t do enough himself to make salvation available. Sinful man must receive salvation as a gift – it’s the only way. Earning your own salvation is Satan’s way, the way of pride, the original conflict. Attempting to show God that you can do it on your own because you want to be equal with Him.
The Second Coming of Christ  When is the Second Coming? Why is it important? The answer is no man knows the date of the Second Coming, only the season; and it’s important because it completes the last of the major unfulfilled Biblical prophecies. Jesus Christ will physically and visibly return to earth for the second time to establish His Kingdom.  This is the among the many present motivations we have as believers to remain vigilant, diligent, holy, and busy about the work of advancing the kingdom of Heaven. 
The Church  Isn’t church membership unnecessary? Churches have too many problems for me to bother with them. The answer is that Christ died for the church, and he has gifted it with offices to equip the believer to maturity in Christ.  No Christian will ever be what he is supposed to be without being identified with the local church. Look at any ignorant “Christian” who’s living in defeat and I’ll show you an immature Christian who is not identified with the local church. The church is also a place where many persons find Christ and are saved. Church attendance is an important privilege; it is where others pray for your well being, where we are accountable to God and to others, and where we are protected from false teaching. 
The Authority of the Scriptures  Wasn’t the Bible written by men? Surly it has errors? We interpret it as we see fit, right? The answer is all scripture is inspired by God; it is without error and needs to be interpreted correctly.  If Scripture is not inspired of God then it is not infallible and it is not authoritative.  Man would have no dependable standard on which to base his life.  However, since God does not change, His truth is also steadfast, enduring all time. There are clear rules for interpretation and only the ignorant disregard them, to their own peril. The scriptures declare themselves to be inspired of God and further are of no private interpretation. The Bible has the answer to all honest, important questions – and major doctrines of the Bible have to be what they are for the plan of God as revealed throughout the scriptures to be coherent.  It has to fit, it has to add up.
The Apostle Peter wrote in 2 Peter 1:2-21 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.  Being that God is the inspiration of the Bible, of course, It All Fits!
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