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International Missions
A Prisoners For Christ Seminar
Prepared by:
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Alan Barrentine, Intl. Missions Director, IGL

Kevin Jones, Intl. Group Leader and IGL Trainer

Bob Jordan, PFC Board of Directors, IGL
Greetings! The very fact that you are sitting in this brief seminar says a lot! It says your open to what the Spirit of the Lord may choose to do in and through you. That is exciting! May God’s blessing be on you as you consider the ministry of International Missions! 
Keynote International Missions Prayer Verse

John 15:16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.
Our constant prayer is the good work that the Holy Spirit does in us and through us on the international field will bear fruit after we’re gone, and that in our own lives there will be continual change to conform us more and more into the image of Christ.
(International Missions Brochure)
How Did We Get Here?  Prisoners For Christ is an evangelical, outreach-minded ministry specializing in ministry to inmates. PFC started out small, as do most ministries. Initially we ministered locally in the Seattle area, then over time extended our outreach to the I-5 corridor across Snohomish, King, and Pierce counties, in both jail and prison systems. In time we were ministering across Washington State and across the country with our Yard Out inmate newspaper and our Correspondence Course Bible Study lessons.  

The ministry grew in faith and wisdom, and in the time appointed God placed before the ministry an opportunity to minister in Russia. In 2001 we received a letter from a prison ministry in Russia to come train them. We’d like to say faith rose up and we answered the call, but we didn’t! Rather, we looked at the letter and said, “well, we can’t do anything about this.” But over a short time other international opportunities presented themselves, and PFC began its international missions outreach. PFC International was founded in 2002. Since that time we have sent teams to Russia, Kenya, Burundi, Uganda, Rwanda, DR Congo, Philippines, Ghana, Mexico and India!  More teams are going out each year, and new locations are being added each year!
Who has been on an International Missions Trip? 

· Your testimony…
· My testimony…
(Video Presentation – India 2007)

45-minute International Missions Church Service with Interpeter!
Emcee – introduces team, states purpose, about PFC, opening prayer, monitors the service and brings up speakers in order. Five to seven minutes before first speaker called up.
Testimony – one or two persons or couples share 5-7 minutes on what Christ means to them, what He’s done for them. Emcee returns, shares 1 – 2 minutes, brings up next speaker.

Short Sermon – seven to ten minutes on a key scripture or short passage using the “story telling” model. Emcee shares 2 – 3 minutes, introduces and brings up next speaker.

Main Sermon – 15 to 20 minute sermon, evangelistic. When done nods to next speaker to come forward (Emcee does not come forward)

Altar Call – just what it says. Four minutes at the most, bring people forward (space permitting), has people return to their seats, then calls for those in pain or other physical need to come forward for prayer, then hands the microphone to the next speaker. (All of the team lays hands on those who came forward)
Healing Prayer – specific prayer for physical healing – pain, injury, any physical issue, bring people forward (space permitting). After prayer hands the microphone to the Emcee. (All of the team lays hands on those who came forward)
Gifts Close – Emcee describes humanitarian aid PFC team brought, soccer ball, closing prayer, turns over service to national pastor
In all of the above speaking roles everything is done with either minimum notes or no notes at all. Preference is no notes at all. That’s what we prepare for, no notes!

(2008 Rwanda-Burundi-Congo Assignment Sheet)

(Refreshment Break)

(Video Presentation – Rwanda-Burundi-Congo 2008)

The Macedonian Call  Acts 16:4-10 And as they [Paul the Apostle and other missionaries] went through the cities, they delivered them the decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem.  5 And so were the churches established in the faith, and increased in number daily.  6 Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia,  7 After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not.  8 And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas.  9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us.  10 And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavored to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them. 

[image: image1.wmf]
Note on the map that Paul and company started out from Jerusalem, in the lower right corner of the map, and ended up being directed to Macedonia, in the upper left corner of this map. Many miles, much inconvenience and expense, but the Word of God went where the Spirit of the Lord led it. It is exciting watching God move in the mission field when it’s you who are on the mission field!

Countries PFC Has Started Ministry:

1. India

2. Rwanda

3. Burundi
4. DR Congo-

Kinshasa
5. Kenya

6. Uganda

7. Russia

8. Mexico

9. Philippines
10. Ghana

11. Liberia
12. Namibia
Countries In the Queue:

1. Pakistan

2. Cuba
3. S. Africa

4. Nigeria

5. Nepal

6. Gabon

7. Togo

8. Congo-Brazzaville
9. Côte d'Ivoire

 (Ivory Coast)

10. Tamil-Nadu –
  India

11. Haiti

12. Ukraine

13. Lithuania

14. Tanzania

15. Zimbabwe

16. Malawi

17. Brazil

18. Indonesia

19. Mongolia

20. Sudan

21. Jamaica

22. Zambia

23. Cambodia
24. Burkina Faso

Differences Between US Prisons and Prisons in Developing Countries… 
· Poverty

· Sickness

· Hopelessness

· Disease

· Starvation

· Poor Hygiene

· No Speedy Trial

· No Rights

· Physical Labor

· Severe Overcrowding 
· No recreation

· No rehabilitation programs

· No medical care
· Often the Government is unstable – including its legal system.

…and more, are all commonplace in many third-world countries. This is the result of sin – corruption in governments and the stain in an unbelievers heart.
Matthew 25:34-36 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:  35 For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in:  36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 

This text is fulfilled in you as you participate in international prison missions.  All aspects of this verse are very real in third-world prisons.

We have witnessed tremendous growth in our American missionaries – they are forever changed as we put ourselves in the hands of the Holy Spirit and we watch what He does in and through us. Lives are permanently changed. You are actually living the Book of Acts! There is nothing boring or hum-drum about the Christian experience when you are in the saddle of front-line ministry and God is showing Himself mighty!!!

(International Missions Next 12 Month Schedule)
PFC Prison Ministry International Training Conference Format
Introduction



 

Host, PFC Leader
45 min

About PFC






PFC Leader

Why do Prison Ministry?



Team Member 1

30

Code of Conduct





Team Member 2

30

Recall and Reward




PFC Leader

15

What is it to be a Volunteer?



Team Member 3

15

Four Divisions of Ministry



Team Member 4

30

Working with Staff at the Prison


Team Member 5

15

How to Start and Grow a Prison Ministry

Team Member 6 

30

Group Leader Responsibilities


PFC Team Leader
30

The Importance of the PFC Network

PFC Co-Leader

15

Question and Answer




PFC Co-Leader

15

Recall and Reward




PFC Co-Leader

Consecration





All



30

Basic – Better – Best formats used depending on time availability. When women are present, and the culture allows, they teach with a man standing by them (husband or a PFC Leader or Co-Leader). This is a cultural reality that we work within. For anyone with good teaching ability and a desire to teach, we equip them to participate in the conferences (exception: India).
The Five Purposes of International Missions Campaigns The goals of every international campaign is five-fold. Everything we do is aimed at these goals. Our desire is to leave behind Christ-centered believers who truly understand the importance of the decision they have made to trust Christ as their personal Savior and who will go on to be involved in the new church. We are going to serve the local church as it seeks to win its city for Christ and we need to remember this in all that we do. The goals are:

 

1. Train and equip the national saints who are currently doing prison ministry. (PFC conducts formal training seminars for the local volunteers.)
2. Teach the church how to recruit additional volunteers and to assist them in presenting the concept to other churches. (This is done during the training seminars and off-line with key local leaders.)
3. Bless the national saints with encouragement and resources. (We do this by our presence, enthusiasm, and modeling godliness, friendship, and by bringing gifts and resources for locals to use.)
4. Conduct evangelistic Church services and Bible studies inside the national prisons. (PFC models how to conduct a prison service by modeling our methods in prison, with the local volunteers.)
5. Introduce the PFC umbrella and possibly raise up a PFC Missionary partner. (PFC leadership is always looking for the next local leader; the international group leader will especially be working with leaders and looking for new leaders during the campaign.)
saInt PETeR model...

· Introduce PFC Umbrella to the local ministry saInts and raise up a local missionary saInt...

· Preach prison services and win new saInts...

· Equip and provide resources to the local ministry saInts...

· Train and equip local prison ministry saInts...

· Recruit - teach the local prison ministry how to recruit more saInts...

24/7 Ministry Training
An excellent training preparation for an international missions campaign is to participate in an Eastern Washington PFC road trip. This is done at least three times per year. We visit numerous prisons, doing multiple services in one day. We pack clothes, eat on the run, get through check-in, work closely and in tight quarters with the others on the team, share testimonies, short sermons, and main sermons, and altar calls. In all we cover 750 miles, leaving early on a Friday morning and returning Sunday early evening.
Five Most Asked Questions
· Safety – Is it dangerous in developing countries? – We always travel together, have locals with us at all times, get back to the hotel before dark, and take no unnecessary risks. (prior to any trip PFC researches the “risks” and determines to only go where we can minister safely). We check common commercial & government travel websites.
· Training – How will I know what to do? – PFC has a complete manual that is reviewed together with the team in the pre-trip preparation stages. This comprehensive  manual is the product of 20 PFC international trips and input from several lifetime missionaries and organizations. We have four pre-trip all-team meetings where role-playing, packing, food and gifts to bring, immunizations and medications, etc. are all covered.
· Health – What are the odds of getting sick? – PFC requires full immunizations by travelling missionaries. We also only drink bottled water on the field. Our training manual describes where to get immunization shots. We also require prescription malaria medications and strongly advise prescription anti-diarrheal and sleep pills. Team leaders ensure the comfort and health of the team as best as possible. We take a full medical kit and have emergency evacuation insurance for all team members. Those persons with medical issues (diabetes, high blood pressure, walking handicaps, etc.) who desire to attend a missionary campaign are encouraged to check with their doctor.
· Financing – how do I raise support? – In the PFC manual are full details of fundraising. Each missionary is responsible to raise their own support, and watch God move while you are in this stage! The team leader will assist you with your support letter, including when to send it. We recommend at least 80 persons on a snail-mail list. Be bold!!
· Qualifications – who is a candidate to attend a foreign missions trip? – PFC is not a “missions experience” provider, rather, we are God-called men and women who minister in jails and prisons. PFC has the following recommendations for a campaign member:
· A ministry calling to jails and prisons, and…

· Ability to teach, preach, lead a devotional, share a testimony, and…

· A team player able to follow the leader when required, or…

· A current or potential major donor, or…

· A church Missions Board representative, or…

· Skilled medical person (for medical missions trips).

Three Ways to Be Involved in International Missions
1. [image: image2.wmf]You go! (Pray about how you can go, not if you should go!)
2. You send others who will go.

3. You support a national missionary.

(Devotional on Book of Acts)

(International Preaching paper)

(Fundraising example support letters)

(Raising Support for International Missions paper)
Questions and Answers
PAGE  
8
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