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Preaching on the international field has its own set of dynamics versus preaching in America. Let us look at twelve areas that, if we are aware of them, will make our international preaching all the more enjoyable and successful.

1) Working with Interpreters  When the group leader says to you, "you have 10 minutes" this means you really have five minutes because everything you say is being said twice, once by you and once by your interpreter. Developing a full-blown message with four points and a poem is not as effective on the foreign field as it is in America because inmates don't have a Bible to follow along and there are some language barriers. Plus, when you speak and then pause for the interpreter some momentum is lost. Finding a good cadence and using a good choice of words makes it easier for your interpreter as well as your audience. You can practice this by having another person “interpret” what you said during your preparation. This is an invaluable experience to equip you for working with interpreters.
2) Time Limitations  It is very rare for even the main speaker to take more than 12 minutes. Often each speaking role is between five and 10 minutes - whether we're giving a testimony, a short sermon, the main sermon, or the altar close. A fast pace is good and when preaching make sure you stick to the essentials and make the main point of the message and do it in a timely manner. Talking less is preferred to talking too much. Practice this also, practice working on a short time frame yet delivering a quality message.
3) Local Customs  Having an understanding of local customs is useful. Paul on his missionary journeys got the message across, but he recognized local customs, habits, and history. Having an awareness of the history of a country can show the audience that you have taken the time to learn and to appreciate their country. You also do not want to make an error by saying something offensive or inappropriate because you didn't know the local customs. Study up on a host country or city – learn about its culture and sprinkle some timely facts into your message!
4) Enthusiasm and Animation  Hand gestures, walking through the audience, play acting a Biblical role, talking about the cross while your arms are outstretched - all of this holds the interest of the audience. It's hard enough overcoming the language barrier and using interpreters, but to just stand like a post and talk in one place is even less helpful. Conversely, if you are using a microphone with a cord and you move about and swing the cord like a lasso that too can be distracting. Practice enthusiasm, some walking, and higher volume speaking to keep interest but not so as to be a distraction. Get coaching from professional speakers, or, pay attention to speakers the next time you are in an audience to see how they hold the attention of an audience.
5) Storytelling  There are many stories that can be shared, allowing you to preach a good message while allowing the hearer to follow it and remember it. Examples include the story of Zacchaeus, the Prodigal Son, the Rich Young Ruler, the Thief on the Cross, Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch, etc. If you rehearse a Bible story, you can tell it from memory, and walk among the audience, and keep to your time limit! This is powerful and impressive to behold, the Holy Spirit helping.
6) No Notes - Rehearse and Memorize  A well-rehearsed, timed, storytelling gospel presentation will free you up from using notes. There should be one, two or three verses to support your story that you can quote from memory, provided you have rehearsed it well and are confident in your presentation. Enthusiasm, a good story, and appropriate memorized supporting verses, well rehearsed, are very effective on the mission field in foreign jails and prisons.

7) Teaching Doctrine  In every message you should include some major Bible doctrine, such as: the Deity of Christ, the Trinity of God, Salvation by Grace, the Resurrection, Water Baptism, Sin, the Atonement, all of this can be salted into a message. This provides good teaching and the Holy Spirit can build on this in the lives of the inmates. When you share about Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch you can add in something on salvation by grace, full immersion water baptism, the ministry of the Holy Spirit, salvation by grace, the importance of the Word of God. It’s endless, and the story is being told along with the major principles of the kingdom of Heaven!
8) Avoiding American Lingo  "We were hanging out." "It scared the beejeebers out of me." "He looked at me like I had two heads." "I was busted." When you use American slang your interpreter will not know what it means, and he'll pause and just look at you, and momentum is lost. This happens to everyone, when it does just reword it or move on from it. Be sensitive to the differences in culture and be on your guard to not use American culture-specific terms.
9) Walking Among the Crowd  This works well in American prisons and is very effective in foreign prisons. When you're not using a microphone this is much easier to do. Get off the platform and get among the inmates! Just speak loud, project well, move your hands and arms, smile a lot, touch an inmate on the shoulder as you pass by, all of this brings the audience closer to you and provides an entryway to the Lord ministering salvation. Jesus walked among the crowds, amen!
10) Exalting Christ  Every testimony, every message, every altar close, every time we speak we should be exalting Jesus Christ. We can refer to him as The Great God, The Righteous, The Merciful, The Creator and Savior. Let the audience hear you and feel the love you have for Jesus, how he took your pride, your fears, your sins, your guilt, your inadequacy and changed your life. Tell how he met real needs - provision, healing, employment, guidance; let them know Jesus is a right-now Savior!

11) Watch the Audience  The handicaps of speaking through interpreters, the inmates not having Bibles to follow along with, the language and lingo barrier, and often the high ambient temperatures all contribute to the audience sometimes losing focus, which we definitely don't want! We make up the difference by keeping the message short, showing much enthusiasm, walking among the inmates while we speak, and having a focused, quick-moving message. If the audience is getting lost, you, as the speaker, have to be aware of it and change tactics to get the message through. Don't be boring! The group leader may position himself to give you the signal to speed it up, or he’ll be telling the next speaker to light it up because we’re losing the audience. Stay alert and watch the mood.
12) Hear What the Spirit is Saying  When we are rehearsed, prayed up, have a solid story, have key scriptures memorized, we are in an excellent position to communicate effectively the Word of God. On the foreign field we want to let God have his way. If you are prepared, then, it may well happen, that God takes you a different direction as he pleases. We are doing a spiritual work on the mission field. Keep your eyes and ears and heart open to what the Spirit says. You do your part and let God do his. It is OK to change when you feel this is the will of God. International preaching is a joy and blessing. When we are in-tune with God, the host country, and are prepared, then we get the victory, God gets the glory, the inmates get blessed, and the devil gets a mouthful of dust!
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