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The term “interpreting” gets a lot of use these days. The United States Supreme Court has the responsibility to interpret the laws of the United States in the light of the US Constitution. Military professionals interpret information gathered by overt and covert means to gain understanding and advantage over our enemies and to protect the nation. And in Christian circles the scriptures are taught and sometimes conflicting views are derived from the same Bible! In this arena there are rules for biblical interpretation. Following are seventeen rules for interpreting the Bible, arranged in alphabetical order. Consider these when reading the Good Book:
1. Rule of Category Identification: The Bible contains a variety of literary categories, each of which has certain peculiar characteristics that must be recognized in order to interpret the text properly. Some books are in the Old Testament, some in the New. Some are historical, some prophetical, some doctrinal, others poetical. An uninformed attitude toward a Bible book’s category identification will lead one far astray in interpreting Scripture. A parable should not be treated as history, nor should poetry or prophesy (both of which contain many symbols) be treated as straightforward narrative.
2. Rule of Christ: The Bible is to be interpreted as being about Christ (and not about you). John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. Luke 24:27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he (Jesus) expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.
3. Rule of Clarity: Clear teachings are just that, clear teachings. We are to line up our lives accordingly with the Bible and not seek an independent interpretation to fit our lifestyle or whim. When you know something from the clear teachings, do not muddy them with passages that are far less clear and that can be misapplied to defend an aberrant position. Example: “I don’t need to go to church, nature is my church.” Clear Teaching: Do not forsake the assembling of ourselves together.  Hebrews 10:25.
4. Rule of Context: The meaning must be gathered from the context. Every word you read must be understood in the light of the words that come before and after it. Many passages will not be understood at all, or understood incorrectly, without the help afforded by the context. 

5. Rule of Definition: What does the word mean? Any study of Scripture must begin with a study of words. Define your terms and then keep to the terms defined. The interpreter should conscientiously abide by the plain meaning of the words. 

6. Rule of Historical Background: The interpreter must have some awareness of the life and society of the times in which the Scripture was written. The spiritual principle will be timeless but often can't be properly appreciated without some knowledge of the background. Don't separate interpretation and historical investigation. 

7. Rule of the Holy Spirit: Scripture tells us that we are to rely on the Holy Spirit's illumination to gain insights into the meaning and application of Scripture It is the Holy Spirit's work to throw light upon the Word of God so that the believer can assent to the meaning intended and act on it. Thus an interpretation that is contradictory to the clear, accepted meaning of scripture is not valid.
8. Rule of Inference: An inference is a fact reasonably implied from another fact. It is a logical consequence. It derives a conclusion from a given fact or premise. It is the deduction of one proposition from another proposition. Such inferential facts or propositions are sufficiently binding when their truth is established by competent and satisfactory evidence. Competent evidence means such evidence as the nature of the thing to be proved admits. Satisfactory evidence means that amount of proof which would ordinarily satisfy an unprejudiced mind beyond a reasonable doubt. 

9. Rule of Interpolation: Extrapolation in mathematics is estimating the value of a point outside of the boundaries of two other points. Interpolation is estimating the value of a point inside of two other points. The former is recognized by statisticians to be risky, whereas the latter is accepted for predictions. So too when interpreting Scripture, if one jumps to an exaggerated position of interpretation they do so at great risk. Example: “David loved Jonathan loved each other.” (1 Samuel 18). Extreme (extrapolated) view: David and Jonathan had a homosexual relationship. Consistent (interpolated) view: David and Jonathan were best friends, loyal to one another, willing to die for the other. 
10. Rule of Literalism:  The Bible uses many symbols, and they are to be interpreted properly. If something can be taken literally, then take it literally. If it cannot be taken literally by the common understanding of the word, then don’t take it literally, rather, take it figuratively. When Jesus said “you are the salt of the world” this is obviously to be taken figuratively, since we are not literal salt, rather, we have the influence of salt, which is a preservative.

11. Rule of Logic: Interpretation is merely logical reasoning. When interpreting Scripture, the use of reason is everywhere to be assumed. Does the interpretation make sense? The Bible was given to us in the form of human language and therefore appeals to human reason - it invites investigation. It is to be interpreted as we would any other volume: applying the laws of language and grammatical analysis. 

12. Rule of Love: God is Love. When you interpret something in the Bible to give you license to misbehave or to harm someone else then you have the WRONG interpretation.
13. Rule of the New Testament: By this rule we mean that the New Testament is to be given pre-eminence over the Old Testament in matters of interpretation. The Old Testament is “Christ Concealed” and the New Testament is “Christ Revealed.” The clear teachings of the New Testament are used to interpret the Old Testament. Example: The Passover was instituted at the time of Moses; Christ would one day be the Passover offering for sin once and for all.
14. Rule of One Verse:  This rule states that you do not build a doctrine, major or minor, on one verse. The Bible is to be interpreted from Genesis to Revelation; any single verse may be taken to mean something other than intended if not interpreted with the backdrop of all other scriptures in the Bible. Example: “Herod wanted to worship the Christ child (Matthew 2:8).” Reality: Herod wanted to kill the Christ child.

15. Rule of Physics: In the branch of science know as Physics scientists observe phenomena and then seek by experiments to derive equations to explain that phenomena. In “Christian Physics” one too observes behavior and the results of that behavior, coupled with biblical interpretation, to derive doctrine. If you interpret the Bible outside of human existence and observation, you will go into error. Example: “Sickness is due to a lack of faith.” Reality: Death rate is still 100%.
16. Rule of Precedent: We must not violate the known usage of a word and invent another for which there is no precedent. Just as a judge's chief occupation is the study of previous cases, so must the interpreter use precedents in order to determine whether they really support an alleged doctrine. 

17. Rule of Usage: Don't add meaning to established words and terms. What was the common usage in the cultural and time period when the passage was written? It must be remembered that the Old Testament was written originally by, to and for Jews. The words and idioms must have been intelligible to them – just as the words of Christ when talking to them must have been. The majority of the New Testament likewise was written in a Roman-Grecian-Jewish culture and it is important to not impose modern usage into the interpretation. 
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