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Christian workers should always have an ear toward heaven as they have their eyes on the ministry before them. When the worker is prayed-up, walking in the Spirit, daily conforming into the image of Christ, and truly loving souls, then he can expect to be led by the Holy Spirit. There is no end to humanity’s legitimate needs in this fallen world, but the need is not the call. Being called and led to do that which pleases God reveals the road a Christian should be traveling. When he has the above attitude and behavior of serving others in the routine things of life, he is in position to hear the specific call, follow the road, and be used mightily to accomplish the purposes of God. 

Acts 16:4-10 And as they [Paul the Apostle and other missionaries] went through the cities, they delivered them the decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem.  5 And so were the churches established in the faith, and increased in number daily.  6 Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia,  7 After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not.  8 And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas.  9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us.  10 And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavored to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them. 
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The above account is from Paul's second of three missionary journeys. The map shows the route they took to get to where the Spirit of God wanted them to be. They started in Jerusalem, in the lower right side of the map. Macedonia is in the upper left! Let us consider three key areas to help us to likewise be in position to minister effectively and specifically for the Lord Jesus Christ.  Note from the map that the route taken wasn't the most direct, but it was a route that got them to where they were supposed to be. Let us look at some of the verses above and learn about being in position for maximized ministry.

Doing The Fundamentals Puts You In Position To Hear From God

4. And as they went through the cities, they delivered them the decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem. 5 And so were the churches established in the faith, and increased in number daily.  Paul and company were establishing churches and strengthening churches already established. The senior leadership, that is, the apostles and elders, had structure, plans, assignments, and resources to get to and accomplish the work before them. This is valid ministry - for outside of direct revelation from God the Christian minister should be strengthening the work of the Kingdom of Heaven. Good, sound teaching is what produces good, sound Christians who are mature in the faith and not blown about by every wind of doctrine that comes down the pike. Consistent fundamental teaching puts the church in position to be effective, and the congregation to grow in the grace of God. God was giving the increase as the elders and apostles sowed the good seed. Many a successful sports team will be praised for "doing the fundamentals well." Handling the fundamentals means you don't "beat yourself" and also it provides a strong foundation to build further success upon. This strong foundation promotes the ability to wisely discern the specific will of God because by understanding the fundamentals of Christian faith you know well the general will of God.
Actively Moving Forward Puts You In Position To Hear From God

6 Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia,  7 After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not.  The ministry team was strengthening churches, but they were also busy about the work of evangelism. Every, and I mean every, church should have a very real component to their ministry that includes outreach ministry. The Great Commission hasn't changed, and we are still to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15). This calling burns especially hot in the heart of every evangelist and missionary. Paul was out in position on his missionary campaign to do the work of an evangelist. Yet the Spirit of the Lord prevented him from direct ministry in various locations. Why? There could be many reasons, not the least of which is the ground was prepared elsewhere and that’s where God wanted them. It could be that critical dangers there needed to be avoided. It could be that in the press of the campaign Paul and his team missed the will of God early out, being focused on what was before them, and only after a season did they hear from God and make changes. It could be also that God honors forward progress and in his will and good timing inserts himself into the events. This may not be the most "efficient" way to get ministry done (recall the map) but remember that the Christian life is a walk of faith, and that faith is honored and strengthened when we put ourselves in position for God to use us. The old saying that "God can't steer a parked car" has a lot of truth in it. Get moving and see what God does in and through you!

Knowing Your Purpose Puts You In Position to Hear From God

9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us.  10 And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavored to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them.  It somehow seems that men of God in the scriptures saw visions at night. Here Paul sees a vision in the night. When Daniel and his friends learned that they were under the sentence of death if they could not make King Nebuchadnezzar's dream known, they set out to seek the Lord for the understanding of the dream. And the Bible says in Daniel 2:19 Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.  Attitude of prayer during the day, visions at night. Indeed God is most blessed! The scriptures teach that we "see through a glass darkly" (1 Corinthians 13:12). The missionary team received a vision in part because the ground was prepared and they were in position to hear from God. My experience has been that visions, direction, guidance, blessing, inspiration, learning, and the strengthening of my faith all come when I'm in position, that is, I'm "in the saddle" of ministry moving forward and that's when the blessing comes. Beloved if your Christian life is boring, random, and unsatisfactory then perhaps you are not putting yourself in position to experience the blessed Christian life. As you do the things you know to do and extend yourself into new areas of faith and outreach, then you are indeed in position to be used and led by a Mighty God who is concerned for the souls of men. Jesus said the fields are white unto harvest, but the workers are few. It's a thrill to be used by God, the Creator and Savior, to do his pleasure in this day. Get in position to be used by God! Paul and the team knew their purpose, which was to preach the gospel. They weren't out to sell vacuum cleaners, open restaurants, or run for political office - they wanted to preach the gospel. When the Holy Spirit gave them the green light, they made a bee-line to Macedonia to do just that. Paul and his team were not wondering what they were going to say, just where they were going to say it, and it pleased the Spirit of God to direct them to Macedonia. The people of Macedonia needed help, and that help was in the form of having the gospel preached to them, which is the single best thing anyone can do for anyone else. The Gospel changes lives, and once the lives are changed, then the smaller clean-up stuff is easier. Now the new convert has the Spirit of God living in him, teaching him, leading him. It solves the root sin problem, and after that teaching, training, and application follow, to the betterment of the person, his family, and all of society.
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