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On the fifth day of creation God created marine life, the birds, and the land animals. Seven times in Genesis chapter one, as we read the creation account, every living creature except man is created by the spoken word, “after his kind” or “after their kind.” There was a natural affinity and appropriateness to the environment where each of the creatures would live. The marine kingdom creatures are adapted to the seas, oceans, and lakes. They are stream-lined, able to handle hydrostatic pressures, able to breath, and able to feed and reproduce in their marine environment. For their habitat, they are created “after their kind.” The birds of the air, created after their kind, are uniquely adapted for their environment. Be it nesting, flying (in whatever weather or distances), temperature and climate, the winged kingdom is thoroughly at home in their situation. They were created “after their kind.” The land creatures – animals, insects, whatever is found on land, are equipped to survive and reproduce – be it in extremes like deserts or arctic conditions. Some are subterranean, some live in trees, others caves, still others roam the fields, but all are equipped for their surroundings. They are all created “after their kind.” All of these were created to be subject to Man; Man would have dominion over them. They were intended to be subservient from the beginning.
On the sixth day God created Man. Man is unique among God’s creation. Man was not made to merely exist and be controlled by other beings, rather, Man was made to have fellowship with God and to rule over creation. This environment of relationship and communion with God required an act of creation intended for just that purpose. For Man to have fellowship with God, he had to be able to relate to God. Man was created with just such ability. There had to be similarities in communication, feeling, passion, understanding of right and wrong, law, thought and reason, relationship, even in love. Thus God created Man in His own image so that Man could respond to God. Let us review some key scriptures in the first chapter of Genesis.

Genesis 1:20-31 20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven. 21 And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. 23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth day. 24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so. 25 And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them... 31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.

Thus, Man being created in the image of God, he should reflect characteristics of God. And he does! The Fruit of the Spirit has rightly been called “the character of Christ.” Of course, it does not describe all of the characteristics of Christ, but using these nine Fruit of the Spirit we can contrast the capacity of the animal kingdom to the kingdom of Man as he reflects God’s image:
Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 

Love – Man has an enormous capacity for love. He has an intrinsic desire to love and to be loved. 

Joy – Man can enjoy satisfaction from relationships and accomplishments, unmatched by any creature of the animal kingdom.

Peace – Man can know peace because Jesus, who is the Prince of Peace, offers it to him. 
Longsuffering – Patience. Man has the capacity for patience, not so in the animal kingdom. (Tolerance!)
Gentleness – Understanding and harnessing our own emotions, and extending that attitude to others.

Goodness – Demonstrating good. Preferring others above ourselves. Forgiving. Assisting.

Faith – Faithfulness. The ability to express fidelity, to keep one’s word, to follow through on commitments.

Meekness – Humility. Strength under control. Closely related to wisdom. Applied learning for optimum results.

Temperance – Self restraint. Delayed gratification. Sacrificing for a greater cause. Self control.

Can you see some of the animal kingdom manifest in the above Fruit of the Spirit? In narrow applications, yes, and this is understandable, seeing as they were created by God. Yet Man is uniquely equipped to experience these nine Fruit of the Spirit at the highest level, because that’s how he was created, that’s what he was created for.

Consider also the phenomena of language. Man alone has the ability to articulate words, put together concepts, use his mind creatively, record history, consider the future, pray. Man can solve problems, invent, communicate, build. An unsaved, mis-informed researcher was once comparing an ape’s ability to use a straw as a tool to demonstrate how apes are like men. My first thought was, “When was the last time an ape used tools to make a space shuttle?” Well, though there’s a revelation of God’s attributes in the marine, animal, and winged creature world, there is a revelation of God’s attributes in non-living things He made as well.  Only Man possesses those above-mentioned abilities to any real or constructive extent. Second place is so far in the distance as to not even be on the radar screen. Man, like his Creator, has a mind.
We must not draw erroneous conclusions. Primates have similarities to Man, including four limbs, eyes, brains, some with fingers, lips, etc. But mere similarity of structure or form is a reflection of a single Creator, and does not denote likeness of ability or purpose. Man is unlike any other creature. Man is on a plane between animals and God, occupying a unique position in God’s economy.

Hebrews 2:5-10 For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak. 6 But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man that thou visitest him? 7 Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands: 8 Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him. 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. 10 For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 

From the first chapter of Genesis we read that Man should have dominion over the animal kingdom. He did, but at the Fall (the rebellion and disobedience of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden) Man not only lost fellowship with God, he also lost his hold on subjugating the animal kingdom. To an extent he has rule over the animal kingdom, but we see not yet all things put under him. Then Christ Jesus, the Creator for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, who, in the fullness of time, came to this earth incarnate in human flesh (But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death…) to suffer and die, man’s blood for man’s sins, who thereby restored relationship with God and positioned Man to recover that which had been lost in the Garden of Eden at the Fall. 
No animal had to die for an animal, for an animal is not created in the image of God. Only man is created in the image of God. And it was Man, not animals, who needed a Savior. In Christ is the fullness of the Godhead. As Christians we are to be conformed to the image of Christ. When our spirits are made alive toward God through the regeneration of the Holy Ghost at conversion, we begin the process of realizing our fullest potential by being conformed more and more into the image of Jesus, the captain of our salvation, the author and finisher of our faith.  Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

In closing let us consider two scriptures, one from the Old Testament and one from the New Testament. These apply to Man, created in the image of God: Micah 6:8 He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? Revelation 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.
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