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The scripture says in 1 Corinthians 14:38 But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant. This was not written to the non-Christian, rather, it was written specifically to Christians, and intended for Christians. Study the context for yourself. The conclusion is that a Christian can be, and can even choose to be, ignorant in areas where they should have understanding. And if they are, they have themselves to blame and they have themselves to call to account for the results of their ignorance. I’m amazed that “seasoned” Christians can be ignorant of basic truths. We should find Christians on the forefront of science, politics, morality, common sense, wisdom, discovery, understanding, industry, government, and accomplishment. They should be the ones sought after for answers to life’s questions, for comfort in calamity, for calmness in the storms of life. But is that the case today? Well, sadly it’s not nearly so much the case as it should be. Let us examine our own understanding of seven specific areas wherein the scriptures admonish us to “not be ignorant” and see how we fare. Judge yourself if you are willfully ignorant in any of these areas. Complete this sentence below and following: “I Would Not Have You Ignorant -”
 -  The Gospel is For Everyone   Romans 1:13-16  Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles. 14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise.  15 So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.  16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
The Bible is very clear that the Christian message is for everyone – Jew (the nation through whom the Messiah came), Gentile (all the rest of us), Greek (foreigners), Barbarian (rough), the wise (smart, intelligent, accomplished, educated), unwise (all the rest of us). A Christian shows his ignorance when he wants nations “nuked” and judges entire races of people by the actions of a few. Ever scan a KKK website? Ever see all the Bible verses they use while simultaneously spewing out hate, racism, violence and rebellion? Be not ignorant, the Gospel that brings salvation is open to all men, not just Republicans, Americans, or any other race or classification of people. 

 -  Israel Will Be Redeemed    Romans 11:25-29  For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.  26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:  27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the father's sakes. 29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 

Like it or not the scriptures are clear regarding God’s disposition to Israel. Presently they have “a veil over their eyes,” and in this passage it’s clear that this “blindness” has a purpose and a time frame. Ignorant Christians who don’t read the Good Book seem to think that God is through with Israel and now the United States is number one in God’s eyes. “Just look at our prosperity!”  Don’t be ignorant. The USA is a great nation, but Israel is not forgotten in God’s plan. God made a promise to Abraham way back in Genesis, and God doesn’t go back on his promises. 
 -  You Never Get Away With Sin    1 Corinthians 10:1-6 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea;  2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea;  3 And did all eat the same spiritual meat;  4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ.  5 But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. 
We are told over and over and over again, that sin has a penalty. Still, the ignorant Christian thinks that because he mouths a few spiritual sayings, drops a couple bucks in the offering plate, and sends his kids to a Christian school that somehow he can sin and get away with it. Amazing. Paul describes in the above passage that God directly led an entire nation out of bondage, gave them example, teaching, and advantages, yet some still persisted in unrighteousness and “letting the good times roll” and they perished. And if we do the same thing, we’ll get the same thing. Only a fool tinkers with sin and thinks he can play footsie with the devil and get away with it. No one in the history of the world ever has; if they had they’d make the death of Christ of no purpose. And that’s not how it works. Never has. Never will. 
 -  Spiritual Gifts are Spiritual  1 Cor. 12:1, 7-10 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant… 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;  9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another interpretation of tongues.

There are entire Christian denominations that preach zealously against the Gifts of the Spirit. Other denominations don’t preach against it, but by default discount them because they provide no teaching at all about them. Others seek to make them more natural than spiritual by lumping them in with such gifts as administration, giving, even playing a musical instrument. Know this dear Christian – you can make it to Heaven without ever participating in the Gifts of the Spirit. But why would you want to do that? These gifts are a New Testament phenomena and teaching and they are there to be gained. What do you personally know about the Gifts of the Spirit? Don’t let some other man tell you these are not for today. Settle it for yourself. It’s not a matter of personal salvation, it’s a matter of participating in all that the Lord has for you in your Christian walk and in the work of the Church.

 -  Suffering Is Part of the Package    2 Corinthians 1:8-11 For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life:  9 But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead:  10 Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us;  11 Ye also helping together by prayer for us, that for the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many persons thanks may be given by many on our behalf. 

Paul here writes that it’s good to tell the brethren that the Christian experience is not all wine and roses. There are many accounts of Christians in the New Testament under extreme persecution, destitute, despairing even of life, even getting the death sentence for their faith. And by praying for those on the front lines of the gospel you contribute directly to their wellbeing. Further, Paul speaks of his “trouble.” But in some circles it’s fashionable to deny reality and only “confess” health, wealth, and other babble that distracts Christians from the main goal (conforming into the image of Christ) and sets them on the road to getting and heaping and storing more and more for themselves. Even a casual reading of the Bible shows no support for this attitude. Don’t be ignorant! Keep your nose in the Book and read it for yourself. When missions work is not a focus but a bigger barn is, then there’s a problem. When suffering is looked upon as a lack of faith in the Christian, then that’s a problem. When prayer goes wanting because of distractions, that’s a problem. Many shipwreck their faith when storms catch them unprepared.
 -  Death Is Only A Temporary Separation    1 Thessalonians 4:13-15 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.  15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 

The scripture speak much about Heaven. Heaven is attainable. God wants men to be saved. God is just and judges righteously. Death is an enemy, no question about it. But the grave has been conquered. Heaven is the final destination of the Christian. We must allow the comfort of God to be our portion when death separates us from a loved one – friend or family. One day God will wipe away all tears. Christians must deport themselves as ones who have hope. This becomes a strong witness to the unredeemed. Further, the Second Coming of Christ is a clear scriptural teaching. Live like you believe it. Live holy. Live right. Do right. The world as you know it can “change in the twinkling of an eye.” Will you be ready? You can be. You should be.
There is much to enjoy and to look forward to in the kingdom of God. Individuals can make mistakes, pastors and teachers can be wrong, churches and denominations can err and until God’s people study a matter out for themselves, interpret the scriptures in the proper manner (by that I mean by use proper techniques of biblical interpretation and commit to intellectual honesty throughout the process), and examine the fruits of their conclusions, then they’re no better off than someone who can’t read or study at all. If your doctrine concludes that God (1) hates the Jews, (2) favors a particular political party, (3) overlooks sin because “He really understands why you had to leave your wife,” (4) owes you a mink coat because you gave money to a tele-evangelist, and (5) has no supernatural aspect awaiting you in this Christian life, then you have willingly become ignorant. Jesus said in John 10:10 The thief cometh not but for to steal, to kill, and to destroy. I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. If you are not at peace, examine the scriptures for there is peace, there is joy, there is challenge, there is meaning, there is a hope, a future, and a Heaven. God bless you.
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