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The New Testament makes it abundantly clear that faith in Christ is the starting point for one's Christian experience. This is not a blind faith, but a faith begun in that which is seen and experienced leading to faith in that which is not seen. Further, faith is not merely mental acknowledgement of something, but a commitment to living it and believing it at a core level. Note the scripture in James 2:19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.  Devils are not sharing in the good work of the kingdom of God, and neither will we if we do not commit to Christ and live for Christ. The faith walk begins with belief. Let's look at some examples of this and draw some conclusions afterward.

The Disciple Peter  In this section of the Good Book Jesus is discussing with his disciples the question "whom do men say that I am?" This is not a bad question to ask ourselves. There was no small amount of talk regarding the identity and nature of Christ - and the question continues to this very day.  Matthew 16:13-17 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?  14 And they said, Some [say that thou art] John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.  15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am?   16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.  17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed [it] unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.   

There are a lot of wrong answers to this question, such as - "a good man," "a prophet like Moses," "a created being," "one of the manifestations of God." The correct answer is Thou art the Christ, the son of the living God. Within this declaration is an understanding of the divine nature of Christ, who was with the Father and who has no beginning, and no ending. For Peter to articulate this with understanding is what we call "revelation knowledge." The illumination of the Holy Spirit gave rise to this knowledge from which Peter believed on Christ, and said, Thou art the Christ!

Martha Sister of Lazarus  In this passage Jesus had been told Lazarus was sick, yet he delayed in coming to see him. During this delay Lazarus, in fact, died. The sisters of Lazarus, Mary and Martha, see Jesus when he finally comes. And once again, when Jesus teaches, the hearer is brought to the place of having a question posed to them and then making a decision.  John 11:25-27 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:   26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?   27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world. 
Mary and Martha got their brother back! The Lord of Heaven and Earth Jesus Christ, having no limitations and being full of compassion, raised Lazarus from the dead. And in the process ministered salvation to the house of Lazarus by using the theme of the Resurrection to bring Martha to a place of decision, and she made the decision, she said I believe!

The Ethiopian Eunuch  In this account Philip the Evangelist is doing what evangelists do, looking to share the good news of the Mighty God and Savior of men Jesus Christ. Being led by the Holy Spirit, Philip goes to an Ethiopian, a man on government business, but one seeking after God. Philip goes to him and shares the gospel.  Acts 8:35-37 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.  36 And as they went on [their] way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, [here is] water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?  37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  

It's one thing to be seeking after God, it's another thing to hear the truth, and it's still another thing to believe and respond. The Eunuch responded and believed the message. He believed it was Christ Jesus of whom the prophet spoke and he wanted Jesus as Savior and Lord. Some clear teaching was provided, and the Spirit of God brought this alive to the Ethiopian. It was a happy day, and when the Ethiopian went back home he was a changed man. He was changed forever by his testimony of I believe!

The Man Born Blind  In this story Jesus is facing off with the religious leaders who were condemning him for healing a man blind since birth. The Great God Jesus Christ ministers healing to the man, to the great joy of the man and the man's father. But as usual someone doesn't like it, and the revilers get critical of Jesus. Yet Jesus turns his attention to the man who was healed, and the good work that was started is consummated in the man receiving Christ as Lord and Savior.  John 9:34-38 They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us? And they cast him out.  35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God?   36 He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him?  37 And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee.   38 And he said, Lord, I believe.  And he worshipped him.  
Another happy ending for one physically handicapped and also outside of the kingdom of God. In one event he gains his sight, and he also sees Jesus, here in the natural, but then it's a spiritual experience and he confesses his belief in the Man from Nazareth, who was born to die for the sin of the world. The blind man said, I believe!

In reviewing those four different texts, we can gather the following:
· We must make a conscious, sober, tangible decision.

· When we seek God, God finds us.

· Miracles lead us to examine our lives.

· The Holy Spirit illuminates truth to us.

· God is very interested in us and loves us.

· Intellectual honesty plays a part in our conversion experience.

· Solid Biblical doctrinal instruction gives the Holy Spirit something to work with when the message is being shared.
· Speaking the truth to the unredeemed gives them the opportunity to make a decision for Christ. Thus speaking what the scriptures teach is the most effective way to bring someone to a salvation experience. Romans 10:13-15 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?  15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!  

· Jesus and the ministers of Christ always asked the question - giving the hearer room to think and then respond. The intellect is involved, as well as the heart.
As a young man I thought more than once that if there was a God, he could write something in the sky to prove himself to me. I wasn't seeking after God and, guess what, I wasn't getting anywhere spiritually. Around age 19 I attended a Christian meeting and the speaker began teaching from Matthew 25. As he spoke, I understood that God was real, the Bible was truthful, and I didn't know who Jesus was. I thought being an American I was automatically a Christian, but that night I realized otherwise. I was lost but was about to be found. At the invitation, having already believed in my heart in Christ, I responded. I have not looked back either! So why didn't God do something miraculous for me? He didn’t need to, His Holy Spirit was ministering to me in that meeting - making my spirit alive to Christ. God didn't have write across the sky, because that would have been fruitless. Read this in Luke 16:29-31 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.  30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.  31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.   These verses are a part of a dialogue wherein a man who died lost and went to hell wanted someone to go to his five brothers so they wouldn't wind up in this place of torment. But the reply was even if that happened, they would not believe. You don't just believe because you have seen something, you are sparked by what you see, but then you hear the message and the Sprit of God goes to work to bring you to Christ. You believe by believing in your heart, not by seeing with your eyes.

Belief comes from the proclamation of the Word of God. The Spirit of God quickens, or makes alive, the word in our hearts. And we then make a decision! Consider Romans 10:8-11 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, [even] in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.  

So this is our response, a response to the gospel message, the message of the Great God and Savior Jesus Christ.  And what is this gospel? It is succinctly articulated in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.
Have you sought after God? There are many voices out there, some saying this is the way to heaven, some saying that is the way to heaven, and some saying there is no heaven! Not all voices are accurate. In my own experience I was willing to be intellectually honest, I was open to the Christian message, and when truth hit me between the eyes I made a decision. That said, when I came into the kingdom of God I didn't know anything about anything. It all had to be taught and learned, and that lifelong learning experience for me began immediately afterward as I identified with the local church and began the process of being conformed into the image of Christ (Romans 8:29). 

So no writing across the sky for me, and no one was raised from the dead to come and appear before me. And this is the way it is for all of us, we have our spirit made alive by the Holy Spirit, and we participate in the process of salvation by responding to the truth, Jesus Christ. We learn more that this is God's way from John 20:27-29 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust [it] into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.   28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.  29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed [are] they that have not seen, and [yet] have believed.   Thomas needed some proof, and he got it, and he believed. For you and me, we are believers without this kind of proof, but by the witness of the Spirit of God. 

Do you know Christ today? Is your heart inclined to know the truth? Have you investigated the claims of Christ? Have you had a conversion experience? Remain open to the ministry of the Holy Spirit in your life. Leave behind the foolishness of ignorance and examine the case for Christianity. God will meet you. Will you join the army of God? Will you be a part of the good work of the kingdom of God? This new life in Christ begins by genuine conversion, when you in your heart confess I believe!
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