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As a young man I remember saying what a lot of likeminded people were saying regarding Hell – we’d say “I’d rather be in Hell than Heaven; Hell is where all my friends are!” This was usually followed by a great belly laugh and a few choice curse words directed toward those pious church-goers. Yet through it all the light of the Gospel one day penetrated my darkened heart and I was born again. And as a new Christian I wanted to learn about my new-found faith and of course sought out a Bible. Thus began the process of growing in Christ. One of the things I learned was about was a place called Hell. 
Luke 16:19-31  There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: 20And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 21And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; 23And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 25But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 26And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 27Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house: 28For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. 29Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 30And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 31And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.

The Bible is the only place to learn about Hell. Science knows nothing beyond death and human experience does not reach beyond the grave. Jesus, being the creator of heaven and earth and the spirit realm, spoke about the place called Hell. Many modern preachers don’t preach about Hell – but Jesus did. Consider some of what Jesus said about Hell from the Gospel of Matthew, the first book of the New Testament:
Matthew 5:22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.

Matthew 10:28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

Matthew 13:40-42 As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. 41The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 42And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.

Matthew 13:49, 50 So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, 50And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.

Matthew 23:33 Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?

Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

Matthew 25:46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

Consider this:

1. Jesus preached about Hell. He told the truth. He told the truth about Hell.

2. Whether you or I or Hollywood or some lost preacher likes it or not, Hell is a real place.

3. If we believe what Jesus says about Heaven, Salvation, Forgiveness, Peace, Healing – we also have to believe what he said about Hell.

4. Jesus is an authority on Hell, he spoke of it more than did Moses, David, Isaiah, Paul, Peter, John.

5. A Christian is always better off facing the truths of the Bible and conforming to them and acting accordingly, then dismissing them or minimizing them or ignoring them or denying them.

6. The Devil is a deceiver. It was evident in the Garden of Eden when the Serpent deceived Eve into eating the forbidden fruit by stating that there’d be no punishment for disobeying God. God said “In the day thou eatest therof thou shalt surely die.” The Devil said, “Ye shall not surely die.” 

The Devil not only deceived Eve, he’s deceiving people today. All of the following are deceptions:

· Hell is the grave.

· Hell is figurative.

· In Hell people are burned up at once and there’s not much pain.
· There is no Hell.

· God is too loving to send anyone to Hell.

· We get a second chance after death to make Heaven our home.

· After we suffer enough in Hell, we can then go to Heaven.

· Hell is one big party – all my friends will be there (sound familiar…?).

· Only the worst of the worst go to Hell, but I’m a good person.

· Our good works will keep us out of Hell – God weighs the good and the bad.

· The old idea about Hell has faded out – modern, cultured churches know better now.

Let us consider eleven facts about Hell gleaned from the passage in Luke 16:

1. Hell is a literal place. This is not a parable in Luke 16 – Abraham is a historical person. From verse 23, and seeth Abraham afar off... 
2. Hell is not the grave, the rich man also died, and was buried; 23And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments… Being buried is the grave, but this rich man after being buried was in Hell and lifted up his eyes, and was in torment.

3. Hell is a place. From verse 28, …lest they also come into this place of torment.
4. No opportunity to be saved from sin after death. There is no intermediate state. To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord, is the promise of the Bible to the Christian believer. Heaven is immediate, and so is Hell to the unbeliever. 22And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; 23And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments…
5. Suffering in an intermediate state before attaining Heaven is unbiblical. 26And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.
6. Hell is a place of unimaginable suffering. The fires of Hell are literal. 24And he cried and said...I am tormented in this flame.
7. In Hell you are conscious, in possession of your faculties of mind, memory, and conscience. 25But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.
8. Those in Hell remain unrepentant. 24And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me... The rich man asked mercy from Abraham, the founder of the Hebrew nation – but never said he was sorry for his sins and never asked mercy from God. He rejected God in his life and after death nothing changed – and nothing there does change. You think about what I just wrote.
9. God would never send anyone to Hell? What about the rich man. He went straight to Hell. Hell is the result of our own sins. There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: 20And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 21And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. The rich man thought only of himself, was proud and prosperous, and didn’t need God in his life. He died in his sins and went straight to Hell. Period. You think about what I just wrote.

10. In Hell you are irrelevant. From verse 24, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue… So much for the riches and position this lost sinner had. Money, health, prestige, leisure and pleasure, servants – now he’s just another of the Devil’s no-bodies. All his wealth couldn’t even get water on the tip of a finger for him to lick. There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day…
11. Sin continues in Hell. The rich man loved his brothers with a natural, human love, 27Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house: 28For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. The rich man wanted Lazarus, who couldn’t come to him, to go to his brothers and “testify.” Guess what, he still didn’t get it. He didn’t want them to come to Hell, but he didn’t know how to not come to Hell. The answer is repentance from sin and faith toward God. The sinner didn’t understand it before, and he still didn’t understand it. Forever lost. Sin continues in Hell. Sinners themselves will continue to make sin what it is. 
If you die lost and go to Hell it’s because that’s what you chose. Would it make sense for you to go to Heaven, to serve God when you disdained him on earth? When you had not time for him on earth? When you despised him on earth? Heaven is a place where the redeemed and the host of Heaven worship and adore God. So if you don’t do that here on earth, why is it again you want to go to Heaven? You’d be miserable and out of place. A misfit. An intruder. An imposter. 

If the Devil is continuing to deceive you about Hell, then why not investigate the claims of Christ Jesus for yourself? Jesus is the one who taught on Hell, and he taught on how men can be born again as well. Make no mistake about it, Hell is no joke. Hell is a literal place and a place of everlasting torment. You’d be an imbecile to deny the reality of Hell as described in the Bible and you’d be a fool to miss Heaven because someone told you Hell is not real or that you came from primordial slime and evolved and that there is no Savior. Look around and see if sin is a reality and tell me there is no need for a Savior. Look at the sky, the heavens, the animal and plant life and tell me this all evolved. You have been deceived if you think these things my beloved. And I love you enough to suffer your scorn to tell you the Bible truth.

Hell is a madhouse. It’s the only logical place for the sinner. An insane person is put into an institution for the protection of others. The madman knows no difference – be it at home or in the instititon. He is out of his mind and dangerous to others. So too Heaven and Hell. I’m not planning on locking any doors in Heaven, my six daughters will roam Heaven without fear of attack from sinful, lustful men. So just why would God bring unredeemned men into Heaven? Why would he bring in those who are incurably wicked sinners who rejected every offer of mercy, trampled underfoot the blood of Christ, scorned the Holy Ghost and hardened their hearts; sinners who will not let God change thier hearts must be put in the madhouse of Hell, made by their own sin. A loving God gave his Son to keep people out of Hell.  If men will not be saved, they must be lost. Those who will not go to Heaven must go to Hell. Sinner, do not blame God if you go to Hell!

Beloved, Prisoners For Christ is a soul-winning ministry. Every person I minister with in jails and prisons is a soul-winner. We go in behind bars to snatch men and women and children from the fires of Hell. We too had been saved from Hell, and we have a message of salvation first, then discipleship and onto Christian maturity. Men who were formerly behind bars now carry back into the jails and prisons of America and around the world the same Gospel that redeemed them. This is why we go to great length, great expense, and great inconvenience to get the Gospel out to the four corners of the world. We canvas the State of Washington, our home state, and are sending literature into every State in the Union. Why? Because men, women, and children (in juvenile institutions) need the Good News of Jesus Christ – the friend of Sinners!

Some reading this paper may say, “well, I’ve never done anything to go to jail so I’m a good person.” If that’s you, then you, like the rich man in Luke 16, just don’t get it. Remember those were refined, educated, cultured, articulate, intelligent, religious praying men who condemned Christ to be crucified. They were “wolves in sheeps clothing” and what Jesus said about them describes the heart of the best “moral man” who ever lived who has not trusted in Christ: Matthew 23:27-28 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. Lots of people who have never gone to jail will miss Heaven, and lots of people who have gone to jail will make Heaven. It’s all about what you do concerning Jesus Christ. Do you trust him? Do you love him? Or do you reject and despise him and love pleasure, position, and power more than God? I could reference six more pages of text on what the Bible says about Hell. Hell is no joke. But now let’s talk about what you should do next…

If you are a Christain already and know if you died tonight you’d go to Heaven then participate in the work of spreading the Gospel locally and around the world. Recommit to missions work. Reject the doctrine that “God already knows who’s chosen to be saved” which is the greatest dampener to soul-winning there is. This is a deception of the Devil as well. Those with this attitude seem to like “lifestyle evangelism” where you just live a good life and that’s your witness to the world. Jesus, Paul, John, Peter – everyone in the New Testament not only lived their lives right but also confronted men with the Gospel. So get a Holy Ghost backbone and start praying for and reaching the lost! 
If you are not a Christain, or not sure, or if you don’t know that if you died tonight you’d go to Heaven, then consider these words from the Bible about a loving God who paid it all to keep you from Hell: 
John 3:16-17 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.  II Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.  Ezekiel 33:11 Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die…? Romans 10:9-10  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  10For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
Pray like this: Father, In Jesus Name I come before you asking you to forgive my sins. I’m sorry for my sin and I repent. I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and that he died, was buried, and rose again. I take Jesus as my savior and I trust entirely in Him for my salvation. Please send your Holy Spirit to live in me and guide me in doing your will. I thank you for receiving me and for forgiving my sins and that now Heaven will be my home. Amen and amen.
Some material taken from the tract “Hell, What the Bible Says About It” by Dr. John R. Rice, Sword of the Lord Publishers.
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