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The heartbeat of God is the souls of men, women, and children. Thus, for the Christian, ministry is about people. It’s not about buildings, programs, productions, statistics, titles, money, or anything else. It is true that all of those things are a part of the package of ministry, but they are not the central focus of ministry. They are a means to an end, not the end themselves. The central focus of ministry is people and their relationship to Christ because this is the heartbeat of God. Let us look into the Scriptures and see those for whom God’s heart beats.
Matthew 25:34-36 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 

The Hungry: God is mindful of the hungry. People are starving daily and one may question whether God is interested in the hungry. Yet God here shows that we are to be the ones who feed the hungry. Leviticus 19:9-10 And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy field, neither shalt thou gather the gleanings of thy harvest. 10 And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather every grape of thy vineyard; thou shalt leave them for the poor and stranger: I am the LORD your God. God feels so strongly about the hungry that those who feed them are counted among those that inherit the kingdom.
The Thirsty: People can go without food for days and days – 40 days and more. But one cannot go without water but a very few days before they die.  Proverbs 25:21 If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink.  Thirst is a very real human issue. God’s heart even goes out to your enemy. That’s God’s heart.
The Stranger:  Twice I’ve been to Africa and twice to India. I’m a stranger there. When, in a foreign land, I’m shown kindness, it means a lot. 3 John 5-6 Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the brethren, and to strangers; 6 Which have borne witness of thy charity before the church: whom if thou bring forward on their journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do well.  The Christian should be mindful of the stranger in their midst, and show kindness and mercy, since the stranger has a soul, and his soul is important to God, it’s His heartbeat.

The Naked:  The poor have needs, and clothing is further down the list than food. Yet clothing is a matter of personal dignity, and God Almighty knows this. James 2:14-15 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?  Clothing is a need; it is needful for the body. God cares about the poor and naked.

The Sick: One of the realities of human existence is the weakness of the physical body, being subject to corruption. Being sick is no fun for anyone. God calls us to participate in the ministry to the sick, James 5:14-15  Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. The sick healed, sin forgiven, this is in the heart of God.

The Prisoner: God establishes the civil authorities, Romans 13:1-2 1Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. Nevertheless, God is mindful of the prisoner, and desires ministry to the inmate, Hebrews 13:3 Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body. Even the lawbreaker has a place in the heart of God.

Earlier this month I visited Jim Rudolph, one of my prison evangelist ministers who was in the Veterans hospital in Seattle. He had a liver aliment and his wife called me and asked if I could come and bring my anointing oil. That same day I was at the hospital to see him and we had wonderful Christian fellowship for about 45 minutes. There were four beds in the room, and three of the four persons in bed had visitors. One man didn’t, and he made mention to an orderly that no one ever comes to visit him. Earlier when I asked my friend what branch of the service he had been in he said “Army,” and the visitor-less man spoke up and said “The Army is the only branch worth a expletive.” Well, Jim and I kept fellowshipping and at the time for me to leave I said, “Jim, I have my anointing oil with me and I want to pray for you.” Jim was all for it and I applied the oil to his forehead and prayed while he agreed and the Holy Ghost came down to minister to His Beloved. The visitor-less man’s bed was directly across from Jim’s and surely he saw the whole thing. I then went over to his bed and asked if I could pray for him. He said “No.” I was stunned. He was probably in his early 40s, in the hospital, by his own mouth he said he never had any visitors, and he refused prayer. This was a first for me. In 30 years no one who was sick in the hospital or in their home (whether I knew them or not) had ever refused prayer from me, ever. Until now. As I walked down the hallway to the elevators on that Saturday night I began to cry and to tremble. This man was lost. He is on his way to a Christless eternity. The reason I cried and trembled is because as a Child of God He communicates His heart to me. Souls are the heartbeat of God.
The next day I returned to the hospital. Again, everyone had visitors except for the one man. Jim’s wife was there and my brother Dave Jordan and I came to visit. We visited for a while and had great fellowship, laughing and joking and talking about the good things of the Lord. At the end we laid hands on Jim and Dave led in prayer, then I prayed for Jim’s wife for travelling mercies as she was commuting at a distance to see Jim. As we turned to leave an orderly was now with the visitor-less man, and I looked over and said “would you like us to remember you in prayer?” He looked up and said “yes.” Souls are the heartbeat of God. God was interested in this man, and some inroads were made. Now I leave it to the Spirit of the Lord for another Christian to cross paths with this man in the near future. The seed that was planted, and being watered by those of the household of faith, will have an increase by the ministry of the Holy Ghost and this man will come to know the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ the Righteous, who lives and abides forever and ever. That’s God’s will. Let it be so.
Leviticus 10:18-19 He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment. 19 Love ye therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. 

The Orphan and Widow: The Bible has much to say about the widow and the orphan. They are in need, they have no protector, they can be prey to the unscrupulous. They may have no immediate means of support, and that causes grief. The Lord watches over them, because that’s the heartbeat of God. The Apostle wrote in James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. I wouldn’t give you 10 cents for someone who claimed to be a Christian yet ignored the plight of the widow and orphan. Our missionary in India, Dr. Prem Raj Varma, founded a Children’s Hostel where children of condemned inmates who have no family have a place to live, go to school, be fed and cared for and taught the Scriptures. Our missionary team was there in 2009 and we’re going again in 2010 and we’ll see the children again. In 2009 we saw where they slept. On the concrete floor with a little throw-blanket between them and the tile. Our hearts were moved. We came back, raised money, and they have bunk-beds now for the boys and the girls. Beloved, this is how it is in the kingdom of Heaven. 

Jesus taught the disciples to pray, and said in Matthew 6:10 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. The heartbeat of God is souls. Prisoners For Christ Outreach Ministries, all Christian ministries, all churches, have as their fundamental purpose bringing the Gospel of Christ to the lost, discipling and teaching new Christians, getting people into ministry, and reflecting the heart of God toward people, all people, whether sick, hungry, strangers, widows, prisoners, the poor, the least of the least, the lost. The heartbeat of God is the souls of people.
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