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The last book of the Bible is the Book of The Revelation of Jesus Christ, also known as the Book of Revelation.  This book, as all books in the Bible, was written to reveal God to men, not to conceal Him.  God desires a relationship with His people.  God is not some abstract theological thought, but is rather a personal God and Savior.  God wants to speak to us, and to communicate with us.  As we develop as Christians, we can learn to hear the voice of God. This lesson is written to assist the reader in hearing from God. We will consider the account of Abraham and his son Isaac.
Genesis 22:1-18 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am. 2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him. 4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. 5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you. 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together. 9 And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. 11 And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 12 And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. 14 And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen. 15 And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, 16 And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: 17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 

WHOLLY TRUSTING GOD ALLOWS YOU TO HEAR HIS VOICE

1 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am. 2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.  Ever notice that Abraham didn’t pound the ground and complain and murmur and run around saying “why is God doing this to me?” I am persuaded that God speaks a whole lot more than we hear because in some measure we don’t hear because we don’t trust him. We trust in our possessions, our health, our education, our abilities, but do we really trust God? Isaiah 31:1 Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; and stay on horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many; and in horsemen, because they are very strong; but they look not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the LORD! Psalm 20:7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the LORD our God. Military men are trained to obey orders without haggling over them. Christians too, if they are not rebellious, if they have Christ on the throne of their life (not as an “add-on”) and are thus submissive to his will and ways, will go a long way toward hearing from God. Keep your heart soft, keep your trust in God, and you can expect to hear from God. Of course, what you hear may be contradictory to what you think you should hear, but trust God at the outset and see what he will do in and through you!
OBEYING THE VOICE OF THE LORD BRINGS YET MORE DIRECTION

3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him. 4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. 5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.  Abraham rose up early in the morning… Having a high bias for action when God speaks puts you in a great position to keep hearing his voice. However if you want to dilly dally and ‘obey’ on your terms, then don’t expect much ongoing direction. Beloved, delayed obedience is no obedience at all, and partial obedience is total disobedience! Abraham got the word, got up early, and got busy. Three days later he found the place he was supposed to be at, and all this time God appeared to be silent. This is a great lesson! Abraham was given a difficult assignment, but Abraham knew God's voice. How many of us would hear from God, then not act on it, then wonder why God is not speaking more often to us. Act on what God says.  DO SOMETHING.  Rise up and be about God's business. You'll find it easier and easier to hear from God when you're used to doing what he says, when he says it. Abraham, still trusting, still obedient, still moving forward, is about to get further direction. Let me add four parenthetical insights regarding Abraham and hearing from God:
1.
Understanding God's Plan Helps You To Recognize God's Voice
Abraham knew what God wanted of him.  God told him so in Genesis 12:1-4  Now the LORD had said to Abram (his name before God changed it to Abraham): "Get out of your country, from your family and from your father's house, to a land that I will show you.  2  I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing.  3  I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."  4  So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him....God's plan for us is a little different.  We learn of God's overall plan for us from reading it in the Bible.  We know from Romans 8:29 For whom He (God) foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son (Jesus Christ), that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.  Hence when we know what God requires of us, and expects of us, and wants to do with us, when we hear His voice we will be quicker to recognize it as the voice of the Lord.  Jesus said in John 10:16  And other sheep I have which are not of this fold (speaking of the Gentiles); them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd (meaning He would be Lord of all peoples).
2.
Know In Your Mind That God Wants To Communicate With You 
Be persuaded that God loves you.  Romans 5:6-8  For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  7  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  8  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  It is God who sought us out, and it is God that is restoring relationship between himself and mankind through his Son Jesus Christ. All of this points toward a personal God.
3.
Be Actively Listening For The Voice Of God 
This is sort of like paying attention spiritually.  When we mind the things of the spirit, then we can expect to hear things being communicated to us in the spirit.  The prophet Elijah was in tune with God.  The Bible says in 1 Kings 19:11-13  And he (God) said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord ... And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.  And it was so, when Elijah heard it....  Elijah was listening for God, and God did not shout, he did not prepare a great demonstration of fire and earthquakes, but rather he spoke in a still small voice.  You only hear small voices when you are listening for them.  Elijah was listening.  Abraham was listening.  Are you listening?

4.
Keep An Open Mind (God Will Not Be Hard On You)
The Bible says about God in 1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.  Abraham had been walking with God for a long time before God told him to offer his son Isaac.  God will increase your faith over time, and bring you also to a place where what He requires of you may seem hard, odd, unusual, or against all sense.  Nevertheless you will recognize it as God's voice if you’re keeping an open mind and being sensitive to what God may be directing you to do.

KEEP LISTENING, EVEN WHEN TIMES ARE HARD 
6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together. 9 And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. The best evidence of our fearing God is being willing to serve and honor him with that which is dearest to us.  Abraham was going to kill his only son, the son of the promise, because God told him to.  But what if Abraham had hardened his heart and decided to do what God said, but inwardly he despised it?  It's hard to hear from God when you have a hard heart.  Abraham was listening all the way up to when he was about to slay his son.  If God put his finger on something in your life, something dear to you, and said he wanted it, would you give it to him? It’s one thing to give up sin, it’s another thing to give up something honorable and dear. Isaiah 1:18 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land. Better to be willingly obedient than grudgingly obedient, but actually (inwardly) disobedient. Would you like to hear from God? He may say something you don’t want to hear…

GOD SOMETIMES SPEAKS AT THE DARKEST & LATEST TIME – BUT HE STILL SPEAKS!

11 And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 12 And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. At the eleventh hour, yea, at the last moment, God intervened! God spoke and said not to harm the child, for now I know you love me more than your own son, since you did not withhold him from me. God is never late. Remember the story of Ishmael and Isaac? Abraham had these two sons, the son of the promise was Isaac, but the son Ishmael was born because Sarah couldn’t and Abraham wouldn’t wait on God. God had given them a promise before, and now Abraham was wiser. We too can make errors, even serious errors, but that doesn’t mean all is lost and God will not speak to us again. Abraham paid a price for not listening to God before, and this time he was going to do it God’s way. But God came, right on time, and spoke a new word, and reversed the process. The Christian walk is a faith walk – it’s a walk of faith because faith is what pleases God. We move forward, trusting God, realizing that God is not limited nor bound by that which limits us. If God could create the heaven and the earth, and make a way for salvation, do you not think that he can handle that which concerns you, even at the last minute? Listen for the voice of The Almighty, even when it’s dark, even when the hour is late. 

GOD WILL SPEAK IN A MANNER CONSISTENT WITH THE SCRIPTURES

13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. 14 And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen. Abraham did his part, he indeed offered up Isaac. In his mind he was fully intent on following through. An offering was required, and Abraham was ready to give it. God of course stopped this, but an offering was still required. And God provided himself an offering, just as Abraham had said he would! Fabulous. The word of the Lord is fulfilled, but not how Abraham thought it would be. Beloved, scripture, the word of the Lord, is what we use as measuring rod for hearing God’s voice. What you hear must line up with the Scriptures.  If it does not, God is not speaking.  Period. Remember when Jesus met the woman taken in adultery? We remember that she was forgiven, but were the scriptures fulfilled? Recall the story, the religious leaders brought this woman, taken in adultery, and threw her at the feet of Jesus. They demanded, according to the law of Moses, that she be stoned! Jesus then bent down and began writing in the sand. One by one the woman’s accusers left, and we read in John 8: 10-11 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more. So how could Jesus legitimately do that??? According to the law of Moses an adulterer was to be stoned! Read this in Leviticus 20:10 And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he that committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death. Well, now read this in Deuteronomy 17:6 At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death. How would you like to have a lawyer like Jesus?! He knew the law because as Jehovah he gave the law to Moses. Jesus looked around and there were not two witnesses against the woman! The Scriptures were still fulfilled, but she was released from the penalty of death. Beloved, God has made a way for you, and his name is Jesus. What is your burden, what is your care, what is your hardship? The answer is Jesus! The balm in Gilead, the bright and morning star, the fairest of ten thousand, the wonder God, the everlasting Father, the prince of peace, the matchless savior of men, Jesus Christ the righteous. Know his word in the scriptures, and prepare to hear from God in a manner consistent with his written word!

HEARING FROM GOD BRINGS BLESSING – SO COMMIT TO HEARING FROM GOD!
15 And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, 16 And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: 17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. Don’t let some backslider who has no relationship with God tell you God doesn’t speak, and that God can’t be known, and that you are destined to make your own way and thus just do your own thing. Because Abraham listened, more blessing was coming his way. This blessing wasn’t just for him, it would impact others. Hearing from God denotes obedience, and when we obey God’s voice, that means we both heard his voice and we acted positively toward it. We did what we were asked, and that brings blessing to us and others. Let God have his way with you, seek his face, hear his voice, obey his voice, and be the person God has called you to be! With the mighty scriptures in hand, the teachers in the church, and the blessed Holy Spirit living and abiding in us, and guiding us, how can we not hear from God?! Sometimes we have to dig deep, but God will speak!
Be it through the Bible, circimstances, events, other people, or the still small voice of the Holy Spirit, God is communicating with his people. World without end, amen!

A Final Note On Genesis 22:1-18  The offering of Isaac was a picture-prophecy of the death of Christ.  The son dead for three days (in Abraham's mind, four).  A substitution.  An actual sacrifice.  And it was on Mt. Moriah, the very same place where, 2000 years later God's own Son was offered.  Thus, it was a shadow, in the birth of the Hebrew nation, of the Grand Event the nation was born to bring about.  (from Halley's Bible Handbook, by H.H. Halley) 
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