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It is a deception to think that God the Father, His Son Jesus, and the Spirit of God, are here to rain on anyone’s parade, to keep people down, to limit anyone’s potential, and to say “no” to any and everything anyone wants, hopes, or dreams for. Jesus himself said in John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. It’s the devil and the kingdom of darkness that steals dreams, kills hopes, and destroys relationships. When God is involved it’s a time of great joy.

At the time appointed God sent His Son, born as a baby, taking on the mantle of flesh, to live a sinless life and ultimately to die for the sin of the world. And at this birth it was a time of great joy… Luke 2:9-11 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. It’s understandable that when the angel of the Lord appeared that indeed the shepherds in the fields would be afraid since this was highly unusual, to say the least! Yet the word was to fear not! This would be a time of great joy, for on this day was born into the human family a savior, Christ the Lord. We see why this was a time of great joy because this savior had a purpose, and it was spoken to Joseph in a dream concerning his betrothed Mary, in Matthew 1:21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. Indeed, Jesus is the reason for great joy!
When Jesus completed His work and was crucified and died, He was buried, and by the power of God rose again. Then He appeared to many and the book of Luke records the final works of Jesus before his ascension. Luke 24:45-53 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, 46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: 47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And ye are witnesses of these things. 49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 50 And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. 51 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 53 And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen. 

From the above verses in Luke, there is much that can be concluded regarding having great joy in our own lives. Some of the ingredients for this joy are:

· Knowledge – Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures. Any Christian who does not have understanding of the scriptures will be severely limited in their ability to follow the Lord, serve the Lord, understand the Lord, and experience the joy of the Lord.

· Experience – And ye are witnesses of these things. Christians that are involved in ministry learn from others in ministry; they see and experience God’s hand. This contributes to a joyful Christian experience.
· Equipping – …tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. First and foremost all believers should be filled with the Holy Spirit and be led by the Spirit of God. The infilling of the Holy Spirit brings great joy.

· Blessing – …and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. God’s good hand on us brings us joy; this joy surpasses any physical emotion produced by alcohol, drugs, immorality, or lawlessness.

· Worship – And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Worship is what man was created for, and to ignore or minimize this deprives a man of a joy only gained when his spirit, made alive toward God, is joined with God’s Spirit. This brings great joy.
When a person has knowledge of the scriptures, has ministry experience and the faith that comes through that experience, has been filled with the Holy Spirit, has the blessing of the Lord on them, participates in worship, and has their spirit edified and empowered, well, then you have a person like Philip the Evangelist. We read some of his work in the book of Acts.
Acts 8:5-8 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ unto them. 6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spoke, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 8 And there was great joy in that city.

This is the end result when God is in the picture—there is great joy! You see, when the devil has his way in a man’s life the end result is all too often heartache, heartbreak, disappointment, defeat, loss and lack, frustration and sorrow. Jesus was facing off against the religious leaders of his day, and he looked them in the eye and said in Luke 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. Yet for the man who lives for Christ, he can expect excitement, hope, fulfillment, provision, purpose, victory, and great joy. 

In October 2011 our prison missionary team will be in Ghana. We expect it will be a time of great joy. Our campaign theme is “And There Was Great Joy.” There will be great joy because once again our missionary team will see the hand of God providing for us to go on the trip. We’ll have the excitement of preparing for ministry to those lost and forgotten third world prisoners who are still people, loved by God, and who have no hope. Like Phillip we will lay hands on the sick, we will, should we need to, cast the devil out of those oppressed by the devil. We will preach and teach the beloved Word of God and see God confirm His Word with signs following. We will preach Christ. We’ll preach his sinless life, we’ll preach his great love, we’ll preach how he was a friend of sinners, and we’ll preach his death, burial, and resurrection. We’ll preach his ascension to heaven. We’ll preach how he sent the Holy Spirit. We’ll preach it all. And we’ll have great joy in doing so. Our foreign missionaries will have great joy in being encouraged by us, our foreign volunteers will be trained and we’ll have a time of laying on of hands and commissioning them for the work of the Gospel, and they’ll have great joy. The inmate will hear the words of life and receive Christ as Savior and Lord and there will be great joy in their hearts and lives. 
It’s been my privilege to associate with many mature, capable, men and women of God who are 100%, with great joy, all-in, enthusiastic and passionate for the work of the Gospel. I see those persons living confident lives, joyful lives, and purposeful lives. I see them enduring hardship and sacrifice yet doing so with joy because they know they are being led by the Spirit of God. There is a supernatural peace that they have. There is a supernatural joy as well. 
There are also those in the Christian faith who don’t have this joy, they walk in confusion, and when calamity comes they say “why did God do this to me?” To those dear saints I invite you to get into the saddle. Get in the saddle of ministry, be filled with the Holy Spirit, worship the Lord in spirit and in truth, learn of the Lord and learn the scriptures, and let God’s blessing rest on you as you purpose to live a holy life, a life devoted to Christ the Lord. If you have sinned, seek God’s gracious forgiveness, and receive his grace in your heart and life. Then let’s get after it. There is much work to do. The fields are white unto harvest. The workers are few. Going God’s way is always best, and it comes with joy. 
When the walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt, after much struggle and blessing, the prophet said in Nehemiah 12:43 Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice with great joy: the wives also and the children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off. Note the text God had made them rejoice with great joy; as I said, when God is in the picture, there is great joy!
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