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With all of the turmoil in this world, with all of the stress, strain suffering and uncertainty constantly about, is it possible to rest in Jesus Christ?  Can the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit and the power of God keep us at all times?  Can we be content with knowing Jesus Christ?  Let's look at what the apostle Paul said:

2 Corinthians 12:1‑10    It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast.  I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord:  2   I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago ‑ whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows ‑ such a one was caught up to the third heaven.  3  And I know such a man ‑ whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows ‑  4  how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.  5  Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will not boast, except in my infirmities.  6  For though I might desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I will speak the truth.  But now I bear, lest anyone should think of me above what he sees me to be or what he hears from me.  7  And lest I be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure.  8  For this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart: from me.  9  And He said to me, "MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR YOU, FOR MY STRENGTH IS MADE PERFECT IN WEAKNESS."  Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  10  Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distress, for Christ's sake.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.
In verses 1‑6 Paul is speaking of an event that happened in his life fourteen years ago!  Paul is saying that he was "caught up into the third heaven."  People today are looking for such an experience, and, sadly, are not content as Christians unless they have one (and I have never met a Christian who was likewise "caught up into the third heaven.")  Surely Paul was not looking for this kind of experience when it happened, yet God in his sovereignty allowed it to happen to him (it also happened to the apostle John in the Book of Revelation).

Yet look at this: Paul received a glorious experience, something for which God purposed to reveal to Paul for a specific reason known only to God.  And lest Paul should become boastful or arrogant (unchristian qualities), there was sent to him "a messenger of Satan" to buffet (afflict) him.

In verses 7‑10 Paul sums up the matter of being buffeted.  He says he pleaded with the Lord that this thing might depart from him.  Who wants a messenger of Satan hounding him for fourteen years?  Yet God had a plan.  Paul says that though he prayed for relief, the relief did not come.  Further, God spoke to him and said "My Grace is Sufficient for You." Paul's response was NOT that God had forsaken him and that there was nothing left to live for; rather, Paul realized that Christ's grace was sufficient for him, and that when he was weak, then, through the grace of Christ, he would have God's strength!  Paul goes on to say that he will boast, or take pleasure in, his infirmities (weaknesses), because at that time, THEN, "the power of Christ may rest upon me."  This can be your testimony too.  When you are weak, you can say that "the power of Christ is resting upon me."

The apostle Paul knew many hardships.  In 2 Corinthians chapter 11, verses 24‑33, Paul says how he was whipped 39 times on five different occasions, three times he was beaten with rods, once he was stoned, three times shipwrecked, in perils of travels by robbers, persecuted by the Jews and the Gentiles, how he was weary, how he toiled when hungry and thirsty and cold.  Yet at the same time he was doing the work of the Lord.  He was taking care of many churches.  He was a solid Christian, and EVERYTHING WAS NOT GOING HIS WAY, yet, through it all, his glorying and boasting were that the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ was sufficient for him, and that when he was weak, then Christ (working in him) was strong.

What are we looking for?  Some heavenly experience to convince us that God is real?  Do we need to be wealthy with the things of this world to be satisfied.  Again, the apostle Paul had something to say on this subject:

Philippians 4:10‑13   But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has flourished again; though surely you also did care, but you lacked opportunity.  11  Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content:  12  I know how to be abased (in poverty), and I know how to abound (be prosperous).  Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, to abound and to suffer need.  13  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
So here we have it. Paul knew what poverty was, and he also knew what prosperity was.  Yet Paul's joy and focus and purpose in life were NOT material things, it wasn't even perfect health (some suppose Paul's thorn in the flesh was physical illness, some demonic oppression).  Paul's overriding joy and goal were to know Christ.  And he did!  Paul welcomed his weaknesses, because THEN the power of Christ could rest upon him.  Paul was a contented man, for he said "I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content."
And through it all, the abiding presence of Christ Jesus in his life was all sufficient for him.  Is it sufficient for you?  As you read the scriptures and come to know Jesus Christ, you too can have the testimony Paul had.  You too can say "I am content in Jesus Christ."  You too can say with assurance, "I do not know what the future holds, but I know Who holds the future, and He will not forsake me."

Paul says in Colossians 2:8‑10,  Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.  9  For in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead in bodily form.  10  And YOU ARE COMPLETE IN HIM, which is the head of all principality and power.

The grace of God is sufficient for you. You are complete in Jesus.  Nothing can separate you from the love of God (Romans 8:37‑39), and He has promised to never leave us nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5, 6).  If God be for us, who can be against us (Romans 8:31)?
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