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Every day the Christian has to decide (purpose) that he is going to serve Christ; it is not automatic.  As believers we are called to serve God and to do his will and pleasure.  Though this is the day of grace, it is not a time to abuse the grace of God, to do those things that are not right yet do it under a cloak of grace (Romans 6:1-2  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?).  The following chapter from the Bible tells us some things that a good soldier of Jesus Christ will both suffer and do to the glory of God.

2 Timothy 2  Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 5 And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully. 6 The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits. 7 Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things. 8 Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel: 9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. 10 Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11 It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: 12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us: 13 If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. 14 Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers. 15 Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness. 17 And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; 18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. 20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. 21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. 22 Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes. 24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.
1.  A good soldier is growing and maturing.  (verses 1-2)
Paul urged Timothy (remember, it's not automatic!) to be strong, to grow up, to mature in the grace of Jesus Christ.  Timothy was exhorted to grow to the point where he not only knew what he believed and why he believed it, but to be strong to the point that he could teach others also.  To teach something requires more than just a hazy knowledge of the subject matter; it requires a good, clear understanding of the subject matter.  Let us continue to grow in Gods grace. (2 Peter 3:18  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.)

2.  A good soldier has chosen to endure hardship for a cause he believes in.  (verse 3)

The United States was founded by men who fought and died for a cause that was greater than themselves.  Patrick Henry said, "Give me liberty, or give me death."  In the 1970s the senior officer, upon being returned to the United States after being a P.O.W., said on behalf of all of the returning P.O.W.s, "It was an honor to serve our county under difficult circumstances."  How difficult were those circumstances?  For up to seven years some of those men endured torture, hardship, beatings, separation from their families, sickness, and some death.  The Vietnam war P.O.W.s and the founding fathers of our nation all endured hardship for a cause they believed in.  Timothy is encouraged to endure hardship also; not everyone embraces the Christian message.  Missionaries have died on foreign lands to carry the gospel.  Let us be strong so that we can endure hardship for Christ.

3.  A good soldier knows to put first things first; he must wait for the prize.  (verses 4-7)
There is a true saying that you can play now and pay later, or you can pay now and play later.  Either way their is going to be a payment.  Paul is telling Timothy that there is a right way and a wrong way to go about God's business.  The wrong way is to try to live a worldly life and at the same time carry out God's will.  Paul is saying that those who want to win the crown must play by the rules, more specifically, the farmer must labor before he eats.  The farmer can't do slipshod work and just run through the motions and expect to get a good crop.  No, he must till, plant, water, and cultivate if he wants the reward.  So too with the believer, to get God's results we have to do it God's way!

4.  A good soldier knows that he is limited, but that his forces are not.  (verses 8-9)

As Paul was writing this to Timothy, Paul himself was in prison.  Yet Paul continued to do what he could, which was writing to Timothy, giving Timothy instructions, and all the while enduring hardship himself for the sake of the gospel.  Paul told Timothy to remember that Christ was raised from the dead.  Paul admitted his own personal limitations, but then added that because Christ was risen, that the cause of the Christ, and Christ himself, and the word of God were not bound, they were not limited, they were not restricted as Paul was.  God is infinite.  God is not bound.  Let us encourage ourselves that though we are limited and sometimes fall, Christ is alive and is not limited.

5.  A good soldier knows that there is a reward for service.  (verses 10-13)
For now, there is life and life abundant (John 10:10).  After death, there is eternal life with God himself (John 3:16).  Paul said that hardships were not even to be compared to everlasting life with God (Romans 8:18  For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.)  The hope of heaven is a strong incentive to carry on with God's will; the abiding presence of Christ enables us to do that (John 1:12).

6.  A good soldier keeps his focus; he is not easily distracted.  (verse 14)
I've learned that I can be mediocre at many things, or do very well at a few things.  The Christian must not be sidetracked in useless dialog.  Paul knew that some of the arguments that believers were getting into actually served to overthrow their own faith in Christ.  A soldier who is treading where he shouldn't is asking for trouble; no good thing can come of it.  Let's not be distracted, but rather be focused on Christ.

7.  A good soldier knows his battle instructions, he is not confused.  (verses 15-18)
In the middle of this important chapter, Paul tells Timothy to not just be a casual reader of God's word, but to be a student of it.  Timothy is encouraged to study God's word so that he will know how to interpret it, how to apply it, and how to teach it.  I've heard it said that "The Bible will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from the Bible."  Let us live right, and study God's word.  A confused soldier on the battlefield is a disgrace and a danger to those around him.  Let that not be said of us.

8.  A good soldier is prepared.  (verses 19-21)
The Boy Scout motto is, "Be Prepared."  Any athlete will tell you that preparation is a vital key to success.  Any speaker is more confident and at ease when they are prepared.  Paul is telling Timothy that just as there are some things in a house that are valuable, and some things that are junk.  So too in our lives there are those habits, practices, and attitudes that are profitable to God's kingdom, and those that are not.  To be "meet" (ready and equipped) for the Master's use, we must ourselves purge these unprofitable things from our lives.  Lazy soldiers are not much good to those around them; let's be prepared for service in God's army by cleaning up the unprofitable things in our lives.

9.  A good soldier is in control of his actions.  (verses  22-23)

Christians that are allowing themselves to be led by the Spirit of God do certain things and there are certain things that they do not do.  Youthful lusts and needlessly controversial questions should be avoided, but righteousness, faith, charity, peace, all out of a pure heart toward God, should be pursued.  In this wicked time, only those led by God can do God's will.  Let us be in control of ourselves, rather than running wild and being of no real use to God's kingdom.  (Proverbs 25:28  He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.)

10.  A good soldier sees the big picture; he knows his mission and his enemy.  (verses 24-26)
The Bible tells us that we are bought with a price, the precious blood of Christ.  We're a soldier in God's army.  God is bringing us into the image of his Son Jesus, but at the same time he is using the Christian to be a light in a dark world, even to bring others into a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  The devil is our enemy.  He is the enemy of our souls and he is the enemy of God.  Satan is defeated, but he is still deceiving men.  A good soldier of Jesus Christ knows that in the end Satan is judged and cast down.  The big picture is that God is triumphant, but for now we are a part of God's plan to call men unto himself, lest men be lost in a Christless eternity.
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