good plans

Bob Jordan
P.O. Box 1530

Prisoners For Christ
Woodinville, WA 98072-1530

Sometimes it's easy to look at our immediate circumstances and feel like God either doesn't care about us or that He doesn't like us and wants to make life difficult for us.  But immediate circumstances, on the surface, do not reflect God's lack of care or concern.  The prophet Jeremiah announced the pending judgment that was to come upon the Israelites at the hand of the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar, but he also announced cause for hope, confidence, and faith.  For now it was to be a time of chastening, but it was so that the people of God would turn again unto the Lord so that they could receive the Good Plans that God had for them.

Jeremiah 29:10-14  For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place. {11} For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. {12} Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. {13} And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. {14} And I will be found of you, saith the LORD: and I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all the places whither I have driven you, saith the LORD; and I will bring you again into the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive.

The people of God had sinned.  This was an established fact.  Jeremiah wanted the people to know the heart of God, and he prophesied that.  The message wasn't always received with joy and gladness, and Jeremiah himself grew weary of the people rejecting his message and continuing in a pattern of sinfulness, and in their persecution of him.  Yet Jeremiah continued on faithful to God, and God continued to be faithful to His chosen people, even while they were in the midst of captivity.  Let us consider how God is faithful to bring about His Good Plans toward us.

His Good Plans Are Precise, And That Gives Us Hope.
{10} For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place.. {11} For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.
God is always on time.  His Good Plans are precise.  When the going gets tough we need to look unto the promises of God and know that in His good time his plans for us will be accomplished.  The children of Israel were to be in captivity for seventy years.  That is a long time.  God was judging them as a nation.  As individuals we too go through seasons where it may seem like God is not near, or that our Christian walk is dry.  We must not lose heart or hope during these times.  We know from nature that a tree in a dry place has to extend its roots deeper to find water.  So too the Christian must have hope in his heart during trying times to continue after the promises of God because they will come in their due time.  The scripture says in Psalms 1:3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.  Further, as a Christian worker, we are also not to lose hope, because immediate circumstances may not be favorable.  Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 1:3  Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father...  Hope is a big part of the Christian experience, and we have the hope that God has Good Plans for us, and that as we continue to serve Him, to align our will with His, and to obey Him then we will see those Good Plans.

His Good Plans Are Attainable, And That Gives Us Confidence
{12} Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. {13} And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.
Both Old and New Testament make it clear that the Lord chastens whom He loves.  Deuteronomy 8:5  Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth his son, so the LORD thy God chasteneth thee.  Hebrews 12:6  For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.  Again, He chastens (To chasten means to correct by punishment or reproof; take to task, to restrain; subdue, to rid of excess; refine or purify.) those whom He loves, just as a natural father would appropriately correct his son so that the son would live a happier life by knowing right from wrong.  Thus when are being chastened by the Lord, we must turn to him, and have the confidence that the chastening is intended to bring us back to the Lord, rather than drive us away.  God hears and answers prayer.  A great inspiration to me in ministry is that I have confidence that if anyone I minister to reaches out to God, that they will find Him.  It requires something on our part, and that is a diligent seeking of God Almighty.  The Old Testaments says in Exodus 15:26  And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the LORD that healeth thee.  Further, James says in James 5:16  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.  So to be heard of God we must have the confidence that he will hear us, and if we are diligent (and it takes confidence to be diligent) God will hear, and we will know Him, and we will know His Good Plans for our lives.  

His Good Plans Are Established, And That Gives Us Faith

{14} And I will be found of you, saith the LORD: and I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all the places whither I have driven you, saith the LORD; and I will bring you again into the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive.
There is a bumper sticker that says, "God Said It, I Believe It, That Settles It."  If God has said it, then it is established.  An element of experiencing God's Good Plan for our lives is faith.  A preacher once said, "If you knew you couldn't lose, how would you live your Christian life?"  In reality we cannot lose!  God's plans are already established, and it is incumbent upon us to get involved and have faith in God's word that those Good Plans are going to be ours!  When we know that God's plans are established, then we must have faith that they will come to pass for us.  Christians are to live by faith, as we read in Romans 1:17  For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.  We increase our faith by reading the word of God, for the Bible says in Romans 10:17  So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  God will never leave us nor forsake us, further, the scripture says in Philippians 1:6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.  God has started a good work in you, and He will perform it.  Have faith in God that His Good Plans for you will come to pass.

____________________________________

Thus we see that God has Good Plans for us.  We are hopeful, confident, and moved by faith that the Good Plans of God will be realized in our lives.  The children of Israel did come back to their own land after the time appointed.  For us, let us live our lives for Christ, let us experience the Good Plans that Jesus spoke of in John 10:10  ...I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.  God bless you as you seek the Lord for His will and for His Good Plans for your life and the lives of your loved ones.

PAGE  
2

