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One of the remarkable aspects of God is that He understands the needs of man.  Jesus Christ identifies with mankind.  He was God manifest in the flesh.  He took the form of a man, and, though 100% man, He was and is 100% God.  Jesus understands everything, but this message describes how He understands what it is like to be rejected, despised, in sorrow, abandoned, beaten physically, and abused.  Jesus also knows what it's like to be a prisoner.  He knows what we need.  He can and will help.  The following is a prophecy of the sufferings of Christ.

Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12   Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high.  14  As many were astonished at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men:  15  So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider. (chapter 53)  1  Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?  2  For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.  3  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  4  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.  6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.  7  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.  8  He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.  9  And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.  10  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.  11  He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.  12  Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 
Isaiah chapter 53 is one of the three great Calvary chapters (foreshadow of Jesus' crucifixion) of the Old Testament, the other two are Genesis 22 and Psalms 22.  In this passage in Isaiah we see the prophecy of the suffering Messiah.  There is much to be learned from this section in the Bible.

Chapter 52 and verse 14 tells the account of how the Messiah's visage (appearance) will be marred (disfigured), more so than any man.  This means that as a result of his beating, his face and body will be little more than a bloody pulp.  The pictures you see of Jesus on the cross are hardly accurate of his physical appearance.  Recall an awful appearance of someone you've seen, and know that Jesus looked worse!

But physical suffering is not the only kind of suffering.  There is also emotional suffering.  This too is understood by the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus was not the "Wall Street fashion plate" as some modern day preachers are.  Verse two of chapter 53 says "he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him."  Verse three says, "He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief."  Jesus knew emotional suffering.  Jesus can heal us of our emotional suffering.  Verse four says, "Surely he hath borne our griefs."  Jesus cares for us and understands.  God understands.  There is healing for the physical, as we read in verse five (and read further in Matthew 8:14‑17).  There is also emotional healing by the God who understands, and the God who "bore our griefs."
Sometimes, however, our pride gets in the way.  We figure somehow God doesn't want us.  Somehow others can be blessed of God, but not us.  Other people are good, but we're not.  The Bible says in Isaiah 53:6, "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity (sins) of us all."  This verse begins and ends with the word "all" and means ALL.  Whoever you are, you can come to God for healing, both physical and (what is often times more critical than physical suffering) emotional healing.

Notice that Jesus was "taken from prison, and ... for the transgression of my people he was stricken."  God a prisoner?  Yes.  Jesus knows the emotional anguish of prison.  Many Christian jail volunteers do not, BUT JESUS DOES.  As chapter 53 closes, note verses 10, 11, and 12.  Jesus makes "his soul an offering for sin," and in verse 11, "he shall bear their iniquities," and in the last verse, "he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors."  This is the kind of God who understands.  God's unlimited love for and kindness toward man is unfathomable.  Yes, God loves us.  God understands.  God identifies with all men, regardless of their past.

Matthew 25:13‑46  Jesus Identifies With Man
This is one of the most important passages in the entire Bible.  It is called the "Judgment of the Nations."  Notice what God is interested in: feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the sick, coming to the prisoner.  Jesus again identifies with the poor, and the prisoner.  Jesus said in verse 36, "I was in prison, and ye came unto me."  Jesus was not just saying this, he was in prison.  Jesus was in prison.  Jesus identifies with the prisoner.  He knows what it's like.  Jesus said further that "when you did it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye did it unto me."  God again identifies with those who suffer.  God identifies with men.  God identifies with you.

Philippians 2:5‑11   Jesus' Humiliation and Exaltation
The Apostle Paul describes here how Jesus took the form of a man, and though he was God, he did not make himself some superman to be served and waited on.  Rather he became a servant.  He was obedient unto death.  Jesus was resurrected from the dead because he lived a sinless life.  Jesus lived as a man.  He is the exalted Lord.  Jesus Christ is Lord.  This is the Lord of the Bible.  Jesus can identify with man because he lived as a man.

Hebrews 4:14‑16   The Sympathetic Christ
Verse 14 encourages us to "hold fast our profession," or "keep your faith."  Don't quit now.  Where will you turn? (See John 6:66‑69).  Verse 15 tells us that Jesus is touched with the feelings of our infirmities.  This means he understands our weaknesses-‑ first hand.  Jesus came through it all without sin.  Jesus came through it all!  Then verse 16 says to come "boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."
Do you need someone who understands?  Your friends may not, your pastor may not, your spouse may not; no one understands like Jesus.  And Jesus says to come boldly to the throne of grace.  You needn't come as a second‑class Christian.  If you need help, if you need mercy-‑ God is ready.  God understands.  Jesus understands.  There is healing where ever you hurt.  Come to Him.  God loves you.  Jesus loves you.
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