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The Bible says in the following passage that God loves a cheerful giver.  Why?  Because God is a giver.  The Bible says in John 3:16, For God so loved the world, that HE GAVE His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  In 2 Corinthians 9 the apostle Paul explains the principle of giving, a lesson that EVERY Christian must learn.

2 Corinthians 9:1-15     Now concerning the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous (unnecessary) for me to write to you;  2  for I know your willingness, about which I boast of you to the Macedonians, that Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal has stirred up the majority.  3  Yet I have sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this respect, that, as I said, you may be ready;  4  lest perhaps if some Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we (not to mention you!) should not be ashamed in this same confident boasting.  5  Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren to go to you ahead of time, and prepare your bountiful gift beforehand, which you had previously pledged, that it may be ready as a matter of bounty and not as covetousness.  6  But this I say, He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  7  So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.  8  And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:  9  As it is written, 'He has dispersed abroad, he has given to the poor; his righteousness remains for ever.'  10  Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness  11  being enriched in everything for all liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to God.  12  For the administration of this service not only supplies the needs of the saints, but is also abounding by many thanksgivings to God,  13  while, through the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for the obedience of your confession to the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them and all men,  14  and by their prayer for you, who long for you because of the  exceeding grace of God in you.  15  Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift!

Lesson 1 ‑ YOU REAP IN PROPORTION TO WHAT YOU SOW.

Have you ever lived on a farm? or have you ever raised a garden?  Even if you haven't, does it not make sense that if you plant (sow) a little bit, you will only grow (reap) a little bit?  Is anybody surprised when a farmer, with 100 acres, reaps a large crop when he plants all 100 acres worth.  But what if he only planted 50 of the 100 acres?  He would only reap half of what he would have if he had planted all 100.  It is not hard to understand that you reap in

proportion to what you sow.

Lesson 2 ‑ YOU REAP WHAT YOU SOW.
There is another lesson here also.  If the farmer plants only corn, should he be surprised when he only grows and reaps corn?  Wouldn't it be strange for the farmer to expect to reap carrots, peas, tomatoes, potatoes, and corn if he only planted corn?  He can rightly expect corn, but nothing else.  If you sow only corn, you reap only corn.  You reap what you sow.

Lesson 3 ‑ GIVE WITH THE RIGHT MOTIVE.

God is a giver.  God is love.  God wants Christians to be givers, and to give because they love God.  Christians should give of their time, talents, and possessions to the poor, other Christians, those in need, strangers, anybody.  When Christians give WITH THE RIGHT MOTIVE (LOVE), God gives back to them.

Lesson 4 ‑ YOU CANNOT OUT‑GIVE GOD.

Verses 10 and 11 are but one example in the scriptures of this fact.  Paul states that God, who provides the seed to the farmer, and causes the seed to grow such that it can be made into food, will cause us to be "enriched in everything" as we give.  Malachi 3:10 says, Bring all the tithes (10 percent of your income) into the storehouse (local church) that there may be food in my house, and prove me now, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, AND POUR YOU OUT A BLESSING, THAT THERE SHALL NOT BE ROOM ENOUGH TO RECEIVE IT.

Lesson 5 ‑ ATTITUDE IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN QUANTITY.

Verse seven says, So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.  The development of the child of God includes increasing his capacity to give.  As a young Christian, sometimes your faith and trust in God in certain areas needs to grow.  As you experience God's faithfulness in providing for you, you will have more faith to give in situations where on the surface you would not think that you could afford it.  But when you give, your attitude should be gracious and cheerful, and not one of grudging.  Better to give $5 cheerfully and with faith, then $5000 grudgingly and without faith.

_____________________________

The principle of giving is discussed directly and indirectly many times in both the Old and New Testaments. The philosophy of the world system is "Get all you can, and can all you get.  That is, take all you can and keep what you take.  This is not the system of the kingdom of God.

In God's kingdom it is normal to give to others, to be concerned for the needs of others, and to have faith and trust in God that He will take care of our business if we take care of His business.

Those who are takers never seem to have enough and always seem to be looking for others to help them.  The devil is a taker.  The Bible says in John 10:10, The thief (the devil) comes not but for to steal, to kill, and to destroy...  When a Christian takes the attitude that he will not be a giver, then he can expect little in return.  Takers end up in poverty.  Takers violate the principles of giving.

God is a giver.  God gave the greatest gift, His Son Jesus.  Verse 15 says, Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift!  God is a giver.  Let us as Christians be givers too.
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