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Consecration is an act of dedicating someone or something for God’s use. Jesus modeled for our example 5 steps He took when He consecrated His life to Father God: 

1) Baptism

2) Consecration

3) Battle 

4) Victory

5) Power

Matthew 3:16-17 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.  And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

Matthew 4:1-10 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  And when He had fasted 40 days and 40 nights, afterward He was hungry.  Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If you are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”   But He answered and said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.”  Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If you are the Son of God , throw yourself down.  For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘ In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’”  Jesus said to Him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’”  Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.  And he said to Him ,”All these things are I will give You if you will fall down and worship me.”  Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you Satan!  For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.”
If you’ve been water baptized in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, then your next step is consecration.  Dedicate everything you have to the Lord.  There are three areas of Consecration: 
· Self

· Relationships

· Materialism.
1 Chronicles 29:5 Who then is willing to consecrate himself this day to the Lord?
Obviously from this scripture the Lord wants our lives to be dedicated to Him.  It’s one thing to have Jesus be our Savior, to be saved and have our name written in the Book of Life.  It’s quite another thing to have Jesus be the Lord of our lives.  To be consecrated to the Lord means just that, He is to be the focus of everything in our lives.
II Corinthians 5:15 and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.
Matthew 10:38 “And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.”
Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me;” 
By consecrating the people and things that are important to us to God, we put them under our spirit so that there is nothing between God and us.  This is God’s desire for us.
Matthew 10:37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of me.  And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.
Sounds harsh, doesn’t it?  Are you giving them life, helping them breathe, and making their heart beat?  The Lord has given them life, so dedicate them to Him and advance in your spiritual walk. Of course you still love them, but if your relationships are more important than the Lord, He can’t use you to do His work in this world.  If you are one of God’s prayer warriors, you can protect them in the spiritual realm!
Finally, address the area of Materialism or the things in our lives.  This was the stumbling block of the rich young ruler in Luke 18 and it is the stumbling block for many in America.  Consecrate all these to the Lord and the enemy will have no foothold.
I mention the enemy here because the next step is battle.  The enemy does not want you to live for the Lord, he wants to keep your soul in bondage.  He fears what the Lord can do through you to advance His kingdom on the earth.  This is a world at war: Good vs. Evil.  The attack will always come in your area of weakness.  Look at the areas he attacked Jesus: His hunger (body), His pride (soul), His worship (spirit). 
James 4:7 Therefore submit to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you.

1 John 5:5 Who is he that overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

Onward Christian soldier!  Claim your victory!  It’s a process and lifestyle, not an event. God’s blessings come new every morning, and so do the attacks. After victory comes power, you will have the anointing.  Check your Bible, Jesus performed no miracles until He had gone through the battle and emerged victorious.

Finally, I want to share with you a description of Christian life given by George Foreman in his book, “God In My Corner.”  He said ”when you button your shirt, if you get the top button fastened in the correct buttonhole, all the others fall into place.  But if you don’t get that top button right, all of the other buttons will be out of line.  When God becomes your top priority, you’ll be amazed at how the other areas of your life will straighten out”
Take the whole world… but give me Jesus!  Amen
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