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Ask any child what Christmas means to them, and somewhere in the answer will be something about gifts.  Children sometimes think Santa Claus brings gifts, and they look forward to them.  But do you know the greatest gift giver of all is God Almighty.  This lesson describes some of His gifts to us.  The story of Santa may be fantastic, but the story of the Gospel and the love of God is fantastically true.

A Gift Of Jesus Christ ‑ "The Ascension Gifts"
Ephesians 4:7-12   But unto everyone of us is given grace (a special gift) according to the GIFT OF CHRIST.  8  Wherefore he said, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and GAVE GIFTS UNTO MEN.  10  He (Jesus) that descended (into the grave, for he was dead) is the same also that ascended (into Heaven, after the resurrection) up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things (God is everywhere!).  11  AND HE GAVE some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;  12  For the perfecting of the saints (Christians) for the work of the ministry, for the edifying (building up) of the body of Christ.

These five offices (apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers) are referred to as the "five‑fold ministry," they are also referred to as the "ascension gifts," the gifts Christ gave when He ascended into Heaven that the church (the entire body of believers-‑ Christians everywhere) might be equipped to fulfill the will of God on the earth, and to be taught the Word of God and to be cared for-‑ to reach their full potential as Christians serving and blessing God and their fellow man.  God gives practical gifts to help us grow.

A Gift Of The Holy Spirit ‑ The Nine Gifts Of The Spirit
1 Corinthians 12:4, 7-11   Now there are diversities (many kinds) of GIFTS, but the same Spirit (the Holy Spirit, who gives them)....  7  But the manifestation of the Spirit (spiritual gifts from God) is GIVEN TO EVERY MAN to profit withal.  8  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;  9  To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;  10  To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:  11  But all these work that one and selfsame Spirit, dividing (assigning, GIVING OUT specifically) TO EVERY MAN individually as He (God the Holy Spirit) will.

These nine "gifts of the spirit" are given to everyone in the church.  Some may have more than others, but the Bible teaches that God has given to EVERYONE at least one of these nine gifts, and is pleased when these gifts are used.  Verse seven tells us that the gifts of the spirit are given for our good, and for our profit.  When I am in a church service and the Holy Spirit is pleased to speak a word of edification, exhortation, or comfort through one of the members of the congregation, it is a blessing to me. It is a greater blessing to be used of the Holy Spirit in this regard.  Spiritual gifts are not limited to the church service, though.  God has given us spiritual gifts to enable us to be even better ministers of the Gospel, to increase our faith, to bless us and those around us.  God is a blesser.  God is a giver.  God gives supernatural gifts.

A Gift Of God The Father ‑ The Savior Of The World

John 3:16-17  For God (The Father) so loved the world that HE GAVE His only begotten Son (Jesus Christ), that whosoever believe in Him (Jesus) should not perish but have everlasting life.  17  For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.
Clearly this is the greatest gift of them all!  The Christmas Story is told in Luke 2:1‑20.  Verses 10 and 11 say, And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I BRING YOU good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.  The message is fear not.  God is here!  That means good tidings of great joy!  I'm sure the apostle Paul had this in mind when he wrote in the great "giving" chapter, 2 Corinthians chapter nine: verse 15, saying, Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable (priceless) GIFT.  For God came not to make men afraid, He came not to condemn the world, but He GAVE His only begotten Son, that the world through Jesus Christ might be saved (from the penalty of sin).  Indeed this is a priceless

gift!  God gave the greatest gift ever known!

The Bible speaks of other gifts given us by God.  No one out-gives God.  No one is kinder.  Following are a sampling of gifts given us by God:

WISDOM: If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that GIVES to all men liberally, and upbraids not (doesn't hold it against you, is not irritated): and it shall be given him. James 1:5

FAITH: For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it (faith; grace) is the GIFT of God: not of works, lest any man should boast. Ephesians 2:8, 9

REPENTANCE: When they (the church leaders) heard these things (how God filled non‑Jewish people with His Holy Spirit, with the evidence of speaking in other tongues), they held their peace, and glorified (praised) God, saying, Then has God also to the Gentiles (non‑Jews) GRANTED repentance unto (everlasting) life. Acts 11:18

GRACE: But He (God) GIVES more grace (divine enablement/unmerited favor).... James 4:6

PEACE: I (God) will GIVE peace in the land.... Leviticus 26:6

Peace I leave with you, my peace I (Jesus) GIVE UNTO YOU: not as the world gives, GIVE I unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.  John 14:27

ABILITY:  And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labor, it is the GIFT OF GOD. Ecclesiastes 3:13

REST: Come unto me (Jesus) all you who labor and are heaven laden, and I will GIVE you rest.  Matthew 11:28

ETERNAL LIFE: For the wages of sin is death, but the GIFT of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Romans 6:23

THE BEST GIFTS:  Every good GIFT and every perfect GIFT is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. James 1:17

At Christmas, and always, remember the real Gift Giver.
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