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Would you like to have a happy life?  Would you like to know inner peace, to have direction, to have a purpose?  Would you like to have self-esteem?  Would you like to make a difference?  I believe you would.  We often, though, look for these things in all the wrong places.  Nine-hundred years before the birth of Christ, King Solomon (the son of David) looked for all these things in many different areas.  And he found them all when he got serious with God.

Ecclesiastes 2:1-26  I said in my heart, "Come now, I will test you with mirth (fun, entertainment); therefore enjoy pleasure"; but surely, this also was vanity.  2  I said of laughter--" Madness!"; and of mirth, "What does it accomplish?"  3  I searched in my heart how to gratify my flesh with wine, while guiding my heart with wisdom, and how to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was good for the sons of men to do under heaven all the days of their lives.  4  I made my works great, I built myself houses, and planted myself vineyards.  5  I made myself gardens and orchards, and I planted all kinds of fruit trees in them.  6  I made myself water pools from which to water the growing trees of the grove.  7  I acquired male and female servants, and had servants born in my house.  Yes, I had greater possessions of herds and flocks than all who were in Jerusalem before me.  8  I also gathered for myself silver and gold and the special treasures of kings and of the provinces.  I  acquired male and female singers, the delights of the sons of men, and musical instruments of all kinds.  9  So I became great and excelled more than all who were before me in Jerusalem.  Also my wisdom remained with me.  10  Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them.  I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure, for my heart rejoiced in all my labor; and this was my reward from all my labor.  11  Then I looked on all the works that my hands had done and on the labor in which I had toiled; and indeed all was vanity and grasping for the wind.  There was no profit under the sun.  12  Then I turned myself to consider wisdom and madness and folly; for what can the man do who succeeds the king?-- Only what he has already done.  13  Then I saw that wisdom excels folly as light excels darkness.  14  The wise man's eyes are in his head, but the fool walks in darkness.  Yet I myself perceived that the same event happens to them all.  15  So I said in my heart, "As it happens to the fool, it also happens to me, and why was I then more wise?"  Then I said in my heart, "This also is vanity."  16  For there is no more remembrance of the wise than of the fool forever, since all that now is will be forgotten in the days to come.  And how does a wise man die?  As the fool!  17  Therefore I hated life because the work that was done under the sun was distressing to me, for all is vanity and grasping for the wind.  18  Then I hated all my labor in which I had toiled under the sun, because I must leave it to the man who will come after me.  19  And who knows whether he will be wise or a fool?  Yet he will rule over all my labor in which I toiled and in which I have shown myself wise under the sun.  This also is vanity.  20  Therefore I turned my heart and despaired of all the labor in which I had toiled under the sun.  21  For there is a man whose labor is with wisdom, knowledge, and skill; yet he must leave his heritage to a man who has not labored for it.  This also is vanity and a great evil.  22  For what has man for all his labor, and for the striving of his heart with which he has toiled under the sun?  23  For all his days are sorrowful, and his work burdensome; even in the night his heart takes no rest.  This also is vanity.  24  Nothing is better for a man than that he should eat and drink, and that his soul should enjoy good in his labor.  This also, I saw, was from the hand of God.  25  For who can eat, or who can have enjoyment, more than I?  26  For God gives wisdom and knowledge and joy to a man who is good in His sight; but to the sinner He gives the work of gathering and collecting, that he may give to him who is good before God. This also is vanity and grasping for the wind.
This purpose of the book of Ecclesiastes is to show from personal experience that all earthly goals and blessings, when pursued as ends in themselves, lead to dissatisfaction and emptiness (vanity).  Yet the triumph of the book is that Solomon concludes through his experiences that the highest good in life lies in reverencing and obeying God.  Solomon learned that the wisest thing anyone can do is to take God seriously.  Let us consider some things Solomon pursued:

Joking  1  I said in my heart, "Come now, I will test you with mirth (fun, entertainment); therefore enjoy pleasure"; but surely, this also was vanity.  2  I said of laughter--" Madness!"; and of mirth, "What does it accomplish?" Everyone enjoys a good time.  The Bible says that a merry heart does good like a medicine. Yet there is a time when serious matters come.  Christians can face whatever life's challenges are with confidence that Christ is with them. Growing up is necessary and includes taking God seriously.  The apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 13:11  When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.
Alcohol  3  I searched in my heart how to gratify my flesh with wine...  When Solomon found that he couldn't ignore life's issues by clowning around and seeking entertainment, he then looked to alcohol (drugs).  Both Old and New Testaments are crystal clear on the harmful effects of alcohol abuse.  Without Christ, today's problems could drive almost anyone to drinking.  But to those who know God (and not just know about God), and continuously seek Him and His will, that is, to those who take God seriously the need for alcohol is driven out and replaced with the abiding presence of God Almighty.  Paul again said in Ephesians 5:18  And do not be drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.

Great Accomplishments  4  I made my works great, I built myself houses, and planted myself vineyards.  5  I made myself gardens and orchards, and I planted all kinds of fruit trees in them.  6  I made myself water pools from which to water the growing trees of the grove.  Solomon was quite the engineer/planner.  He built many structures and saw what many men only dream of.  But in the midst of tremendous accomplishments, Solomon was yet empty.  There was not the satisfaction in accomplishments that brought the inner peace he longed for.  Moses too was a man who built many things when he lived in Egypt.  But one day God called him and he left it all behind.  Why?  Because Moses took God seriously.  We read of this at length in the book of Exodus, but it is capsulated in Hebrews 11:24-27  By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward.  By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible.

Wealth  7  I acquired male and female servants, and had servants born in my house.  Yes, I had greater possessions of herds and flocks than all who were in Jerusalem before me.  8  I also gathered for myself silver and gold and the special treasures of kings and of the provinces.  I  acquired male and female singers, the delights of the sons of men, and musical instruments of all kinds.   Riches.  Wealth.  Money.  Are these things bad?  Not in and of themselves.  But when they become the focus of our lives, then they're bad!  The scriptures say that the love of money is the root of all evil.  Some people risk everything to acquire more money.  Some risk everything legally, some illegally.  But for those few who gain enormous wealth, the testimony is the same as what Solomon concluded in Ecclesiastes 5:10  He who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver; nor he who loves abundance, with increase. This also is vanity.

Philosophy  12  Then I turned myself to consider wisdom and madness and folly...  It seems that there are as many philosophies of life as there are people.  Some people enjoy thinking about thinking.  Man is quick to have an explanation for everything.  But one doesn't have to have all the answers to life's questions when he knows the One who does.  Solomon found no satisfaction in his own philosophy.  His philosophy concluded with: 17  Therefore I hated life because the work that was done under the sun was distressing to me...  We must accept the claims of Christ wherein is life and peace.  Paul said in Colossians 2:8  Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments (principles) of the world, and not after Christ.
Serving God  26  For God gives wisdom and knowledge and joy to a man who is good in His sight; but to the sinner He gives the work of gathering and collecting, that he may give to him who is good before God. This also is vanity and grasping for the wind.  The chapter ends with Solomon concluding that, after all his chasing after the wind, and pursing vanity and emptiness, that God yet has a hand in the affairs of men, and that apart from God he was not going to find peace, acceptance, joy, or purpose.  The book of Ecclesiastes ends with this verses:  Ecclesiastes 12:13-14  Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.  For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.

Beloved, let us take God seriously.  It is the whole duty of man to reverence God, and to keep His commandments.  He is the Great Judge and we shall all stand before Him one day.  Know that God is near, and that He can be found.  Jeremiah 29:13  And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.  James 4:8  Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.
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