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Today with lawsuits abounding and apathy among people the norm (because we think that the government should take care of everything) it is unusual for people to Get Involved in the lives of others.  But is this the way a Christian should be?  Should we automatically be like everyone else and not Get Involved in the lives of others?  Do we feel intimidated?  Do we not want to be put on the spot or be proved wrong and thereby be embarrassed?  But to see people ministered to and brought to Christ we're going to have to Get Involved.  Paul the apostle was a Christian who did not shy away from Getting Involved in the lives of others, and he made a difference too.  Let us consider an account from the Book of Acts and see what can encourage us to Get Involved.

Acts 17:16-34  Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry. {17} Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him. {18} Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered him. And some said, What will this babbler say? other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection. {19} And they took him, and brought him unto Areopagus, saying, May we know what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is? {20} For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: we would know therefore what these things mean. {21} (For all the Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.) {22} Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. {23} For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. {24} God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; {25} Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; {26} And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; {27} That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: {28} For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. {29} Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device. {30} And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: {31} Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. {32} And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others said, We will hear thee again of this matter. {33} So Paul departed from among them. {34} Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed: among the which was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and others with them.
Numerous things can be learned from this passage.  But let us look at three encouragements we can find regarding Getting Involved in our society.

Be encouraged because it's God's will that we Get Involved.

{16} Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the

city wholly given to idolatry. {17} Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews,

and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him. 
Paul's spirit was stirred because God stirred it!  But God didn't simply stir Paul's spirit so that Paul could moan and complain about the situation, but so that Paul would Get Involved!  Note in verse 16 his spirit is stirred, and then in verse 17 he's Getting Involved extending the kingdom of God.  God is faithful to put us in positions so that we can Get Involved.  People of God in the Old Testament quick to Get Involved included Daniel and the three Hebrew children; Nehemiah when the walls of Jerusalem needed to be rebuilt, and many prophets whom were rejected and killed.  But these people saw results, be it in their lifetime or through the eye of faith, Hebrews 11:39  And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise.  God Himself was Getting Involved in the redemption of mankind when He sent the Savior, John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  God sends us into the world that we might do His work.  Romans 10:14-15  How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? {15a} And how shall they preach, except they be sent?... Also, Isaiah 6:8  ...I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.  We can be encouraged to Get Involved because it is clearly God's will that we Get Involved, and every Christian should want to do God's will!
Be encouraged that when you Get Involved you have a sure message.

{23} For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription,

TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.

{24} God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth...

Christians have a sure message, a good news message!  We should be emboldened to Get Involved because of our message and because of the promise in Hebrews 13:5-6 ....for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. {6} So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.  Further, to not Get Involved when we know we should is to miss God's will, for we read in James 4:17  Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.  But we needn't grieve the Holy Spirit by missing opportunities to Get Involved by simply having the attitude to Get Involved as well as the assurance that God is with us and wants us to Get Involved.  God will help us to say what we should.  And we should be excited about the opportunities we have to Get Involved!  Have you ever seen a cheerful, vibrant, bold Christian who was not Getting Involved in the lives of others?  The prophet Jeremiah had such a sure message that even in the midst of hardship he couldn't stop proclaiming good news even though he wanted to stop!  Jeremiah 20:8-9  For since I spake, I cried out, I cried violence and spoil; because the word of the LORD was made a reproach unto me, and a derision, daily. {9} Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.  Get used to the fact that God wants to use us to Get Involved.  We have a sure message, and we need to Get Involved in the affairs of life to share that message.

Be encouraged that by Getting Involved the kingdom of God will be advanced.

{33} So Paul departed from among them. {34} Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed:

among the which was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and others with them.

Biblical history is filled with examples of people Getting Involved and thereby advancing the kingdom of God. (It was said of Paul and Silas, by unbelievers, in Acts 17:6 ...These...have turned the world upside down....)  But what about modern day persons?  Can we be encouraged from them too?  George Müller and the Bristol Orphanages; Hudson Taylor and the China Inland Mission; David Wilkerson and the New York Teen Challenge.  These men, and the numerous men and women working with them, have been are are Getting Involved in situations that they didn't have to, but because they did many, many people were added to the kingdom of God.  We can advance the kingdom of God by bringing children into the world to be raised us as Christians, by becoming informed and Getting Involved in the political process, by maintaining a good testimony on the job and being ready to share the faith, by being a good neighbor who's not afraid to meet others and lend a hand, and by Getting Involved in community needs (jails, missions, United Way agencies, etc.).  All of these things are tangible good works, and the Bible says in Ephesians 2:10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
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