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One of the chief aspirations of all Christians (at least it should be) is to be increasingly conformed into the image of Christ (Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.). This includes behavior, disposition, attitude and actions. The old saying “talk is cheap” applies to the Christian community as much as it does anywhere else, and even more so. When one identifies himself with Christ then the process of being conformed into the image of Christ begins – and continues throughout the life of the Christian. Consider this quote by a person of influence: "I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians. Your Christians are so unlike your Christ." – Mahatma Gandhi
So what can it mean to be Christlike? Let’s look a few examples and see how we stack up. Matthew 11:19 The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children. Let’s look of some of this wisdom, and the results that followed.
The Adulterer
John 8:3-7 And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst, 4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. 7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 

When a person is not a Christian their behavior is by default going to be sinful. It’s their nature and they act according to their sinful nature, a nature that is predisposed to do evil and behave inconsistently with God’s will. Yet the Great God Jesus Christ when faced with this person did not condemn her, rather, he dispensed with her accusers. He was not condoning the behavior, rather after speaking to her alone he admonished her to go and sin no more. But have you seen Christians who would respond viciously to an adulterous woman? Perhaps self-righteously? If we are to be conformed to the image of Christ, we would do well to show compassion on those bruised by life and sin, as Jesus did.
The Madman
Mark 5:1-6 And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes. 2 And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 3 Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains: 4 Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him. 5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones. 6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him.

Jesus had an earned presence about him. He was full of the Holy Spirit and it was for a reason. One of those reasons is to minister healing and deliverance to those in need. And here’s Jesus, out in the country where sinners are and being ready to minister. And a hard case came by, a man demon possessed. A man who had family who loved him but were powerless to help him. Why was he demon possessed? The scriptures are silent in this case, but some things that can bring on demon possession are drug abuse, pornography, occultism, and other forms of gross iniquity carried on over a protracted period of time. But Jesus in his compassion didn’t drill the man about why he was in the state he was in, rather, he went directly into ministry. The man was delivered and restored to his family. Can you do that? Do you have the power of God in your life to deliver the oppressed? Or do you find reasons why some people are in the state they are in and turn up your nose and walk the other way, or leave the wellbeing of the infirmed to the government? Think about it.
The Prisoner

Luke 23:39-43 And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. 40 But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. 42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. 43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise. 
Crime is the number one concern of citizens today, and for many the mantra is “throw away the key.” This attitude can permeate the Christian community as well. But here we have an example of Jesus Christ the Righteous, who, even in the midst of his own great suffering still was under the control of the Holy Spirit of God and he spoke kind words, and a prisoner was the first to follow Christ into heaven. The Christian has to ask himself if he too is under control of the Holy Spirit. If he is, then he can have compassion for the prisoner. If he is not under control of the Holy Spirit, and not pursuing the will of God, and is given to the influence of the world’s system, then he too will want the prisoner put away forever (depending on the crime). Which way will it be with you?
The Cheat
Luke 19:1-8 And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 2 And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich. 3 And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, because he was little of stature. 4 And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide at thy house. 6 And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. 7 And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. 8 And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord: Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. 

Zacchaeus was a tax collector and a thief. He was despised among his own people (as all publicans – tax collectors – were). He was despised because he not only collected taxes for the Roman government, but he taxed more than he needed to and kept the extra. And he did this in spades and was rich because of it. Now the Good Lord Jesus Christ came by and he knew the man’s heart – and that he was not satisfied with his wealth but was carrying out his habit of being a sinner. Jesus showed kindness to him, and invited himself to Zacchaeus’ home. And Zacchaeus responded with joy and purposed to make things right. While others were murmuring Jesus was about the business of ministry, and this ministry produced results. How do you respond to persons who do you ill? Can you still show Christian behavior and seek to build up the other person, or do you ‘murmur’?
There is so very much to be desired in the Lord Jesus Christ. Many of his disciples were uneducated, from the dregs of society, common folk, and with rascally backgrounds. The women who followed him were former prostitutes and those who had had demons cast out of them. Seems Jesus had a knack for ministering the will of God and the heart of God to the poor and broken. Recall the words of Christ in Matthew 25:34-36 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. It’s the way of The Almighty that the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the poor, the sick, and the prisoner all receive kindness and ministry. Life lived outside of the will of God can crush a person, but with Christ there is a new day, and the only way many see Christ is through the Christian, by his words and deeds. Paul said in 2 Corinthians 3:2 Ye are our epistle [letter] written in our hearts, known and read of all men. Will men come to Christ by your example, or will they be turned off by your example? Showing kindness to sinners is not agreeing with their sin, rather, it’s the path to them knowing Jesus the Christ. Being conformed into the image of Christ includes showing kindness, love, mercy, and compassion to the sinner as well as the saint. If you need to change, start with the next person you see.
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