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Jesus' most famous sermon is commonly called "The Sermon On The Mount," He spoke it to His disciples.  The sermon begins in Matthew 5:1 with: And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him.  The sermon ends in Matthew 8:1 where the Bible says, When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed Him.  The passage within the sermon on the mount that I want to deal with occurs at the very end of the sermon, Matthew 7:13-29.  The importance of a good Christian Foundation is spoken of here, particularly in the last five verses.

Matthew 7:13-29  "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 "Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 15 "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 16 "You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 "Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 "A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19 "Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 "Therefore by their fruits you will know them. 21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 "Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' 23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!' 24 "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 "and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 "But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 "and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall." 28 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching, 29 for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

This text can be divided into four parts.  The first part is in verses 13 and 14.  Here a good foundation is needed to make good decisions.  Will you go the broad way?, most everyone is.  It takes backbone to follow the paths of righteousness.  Making this decision to follow the narrow way is a daily, not one time, decision.  Your foundation affects your decisions.

The second text is in verses 15-20.  Here a good foundation is needed to discern good teaching and false teaching; good men and bad men; good ministries and false ministries.  Jesus said in John 10:14,  I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.  To know Jesus takes a good foundation.  He'll help us here, but we have to do our part too (more on that at the end of the lesson).

The third text is verses 21-23.  Here a good foundation is needed to do the will of God.  There is a difference between knowing and doing God's will.  It has been wisely said that the road to hell is paved with good intentions.  Consider James 1:22  But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  Let's not walk in deception.  Let's walk in confidence by building on a good foundation.

The fourth text is verses 24-29.  Here a good foundation is needed to make it as a Christian for the long haul.  Trials come, afflictions come, persecutions come, discouragement comes, confusion comes.  What do we do then?  Does our life crumble under the storms?  What builder do you know who builds a house on soft or sandy ground?  Christians who aren't grounded in God's word and in God's will, find that when the times are easy will not make it when times are difficult.

How to build a good foundation
Receive Christ as Savior.  John 14:6  Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me."  God loves you.  In this day where wickedness abounds, those found in Christ have a refuge.  Woe to him who goes it alone.  With Christ we are never alone.

Obey Christ.  1 John 5:3  For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.  Talk is cheap.  You'll never make it with just lip service.  Daily we must purpose to serve and obey Jesus Christ.  Those who love Him can serve Him.

Become a part of a local church.  Acts 20:28  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.  God commands pastors to care for the local church.  You'll never make it as a Christian without being a part of a local church.  Church was God's plan, not man's.  The early Christians were known to always be fellowshipping together.

Water Baptism.  Mark 16:16  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.  Christ was baptized; we are to be baptized.  It is more than an outward testimony of an inward commitment.  God works a work of grace in the believer who is obedient to be baptized.  This too is necessary for a good foundation.

The Infilling of the Holy Spirit.  Acts 19:2, 6  He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.....6  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.  John the Baptist said Jesus would baptize with the Holy Ghost and fire.  That's supernatural!  The Holy Ghost is God's gift to the church.  Receive the Holy Ghost.

Be a student of the Word of God (the Bible).  2 Timothy 2:15  Study to show yourself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing (understanding) the word of truth.  To learn about God's will and to know when someone is trying to deceive you with a false teaching (and there are many, many false teachings around), study the Bible.  Be an expert at it.  This takes time.  Good foundations take time, but they last a long, long time!

Prayer.  Philippians 4:6-7  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  To make it all the way as a Christian, you need to pray.  Don't worry.  Pray.  Develop a relationship with God through prayer, which is simply talking to God.

Be teachable, be humble, be thankful.  James 4:6  But He (God) gives more grace. Therefore He says: "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble."  It's not good to have the Almighty resisting you.  Be humble before Him, and be teachable and thankful, and God will teach you and minister His grace to you.

Grow in Gods grace.  2 Peter 3:18  But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.  Build on that good foundation by continually growing.  Just as a baby grows to a toddler, then adolescent, then young adult, to adult, then on to senior citizen so too should a Christian be growing.  God's grace will keep you all the days of your life.
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