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The Scriptures teach in both Old and New Testaments that the God-fearing man is the minority figure in the land. The “world’s system” is not compatible with Christian living. Daily we have to determine to serve God, to love God, to advance the kingdom of God. When we stand for righteousness it sometimes comes at a cost, but we still have to Move Forward. When opposition comes, we have to Move Forward. When we are low on faith we still have to Move Forward. Let’s look at the popular story of David and Goliath and see lessons in Moving Forward. 

We pick up the story with King Saul and the armies of Israel fighting the Philistines, and the Philistine giant Goliath. Goliath is some nine to ten feet tall. He’s huge and well proportioned, not a tall skinny skeleton. He’s also got an attitude problem and he’s altogether ungodly. So Goliath keeps up the taunts and insults to the army of Israel, and the army continues to be afraid. Meanwhile, the young lad David, the youngest of eight brothers, is tending to the sheep when his dad Jesse came to him.
1 Samuel 17  … 17   And Jesse said unto David his son, Take now for thy brethren an ephah of this parched corn, and these ten loaves, and run to the camp of thy brethren;  18   And carry these ten cheeses unto the captain of their thousand, and look how thy brethren fare, and take their pledge.  19   Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines. 20   And David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep with a keeper, and took, and went, as Jesse had commanded him; and he came to the trench, as the host was going forth to the fight, and shouted for the battle.

David shows up while Goliath is challenging the Israelite army. David sees the army running back to their own camp very afraid. One of the soldiers explains the situation to David.
25   And the men of Israel said, Have ye seen this man that is come up? surely to defy Israel is he come up: and it shall be, that the man who killeth him, the king will enrich him with great riches, and will give him his daughter, and make his father's house free in Israel. 26   And David spake to the men that stood by him, saying, What shall be done to the man that killeth this Philistine, and taketh away the reproach from Israel? for who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God? 27   And the people answered him after this manner, saying, So shall it be done to the man that killeth him. 28   And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spake unto the men; and Eliab's anger was kindled against David, and he said, Why camest thou down hither? and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of thine heart; for thou art come down that thou mightest see the battle. 29   And David said, What have I now done? Is there not a cause?

David is now talking to Saul, and Saul tells David he’s too young to fight the Philistine. David tells Saul of what’s gone on while he was tending the sheep.
34   And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: 35   And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. 36   Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God. 37   David said moreover, The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the LORD be with thee. 38   And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of mail. 39   And David girded his sword upon his armour, and he assayed to go; for he had not proved it. And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them. And David put them off him. 
Now David is facing Goliath with only his sling. Goliath taunts David, and comes right after him. David knows he’s about to glorify God. David says to Goliath…
 47   And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give you into our hands. 48   And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came, and drew nigh to meet David, that David hastened, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 49   And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth. 50   So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of David. 51   Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head therewith. And when the Philistines saw their champion was dead, they fled. 52   And the men of Israel and of Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued the Philistines…
Let’s look at some lessons from the story of David and Goliath and apply them to our own lives as we Move Forward as Christians…
1- David Understood Being Under Authority and Respecting Authority
20   And David rose up early in the morning, and left the sheep with a keeper, and took, and went, as Jesse had commanded him.
Principle: Submission It’s a principle in the kingdom of God that there is a line of authority. This line is not there to hinder and hold us back, but it is there to give us freedom and operating boundaries so that we can reach our potential. Rebels never ever prosper or succeed long-term. David would one day be in authority, but he was first under authority. God uses people that understand submission and authority. God also rejects the proud and arrogant and independent. To Move Forward, we all must be willing to come under the authority.
2- David Was Not Distracted By Hindering Voices

28   And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spake unto the men; and Eliab's anger was kindled against David, and he said, Why camest thou down hither? and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of thine heart; for thou art come down that thou mightest see the battle.
Principle: Focus  It’s bad enough when people we don’t know come against us, and it’s worse still when friends come against us, but it’s often the worse when our own family opposes us. When you make a stand for Christ not all of your friends and family are going to pat you on the back. If they’re unredeemed, they will likely despise your decision to follow Christ. And some people are just plain disposed to be suspicious. If you’re “trusting” and you come in contact with suspiciously-minded people, there can be conflict. To Move Forward you may have to separate yourself from those people. Easy? No. Necessary? Often it is. You can love them and pray for them, but don’t take counsel from them and don’t spend much time with them. Focus on voices that edify, encourage, teach, and build. Don’t be distracted by the nay-sayers, the negative, and the critical.
3- Remember What God Did in the Past When Facing Opposition

36   Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God.
Principle: Faith  Faith is not a blind leap into the darkness. Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things unseen (Hebrews 12:1). Opposition continually comes, that’s how it is when we live in a fallen, sinful world and we’re just passing through looking for a city whose builder and maker is God. We are in this world, but we are not of this world. To overcome opposition and to Move Forward will take faith. Faith in a big God. Faith that has been exercised and developed, like a weightlifter develops his muscles through exercise. Use your faith. Remember what God did for you. Let that be your testimony as you Move Forward to face bigger challenges.
4- David’s Confidence Was Not In Man-Made Armor, But In God
39   And David girded his sword upon his armour, and he assayed to go; for he had not proved it. And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them. And David put them off him. 

Principle: Experience  David put on Saul’s armor, but it was way too big for him. Saul himself was a big man, “head and shoulders” taller than anyone else in Israel. So it stands to reason that his armor wouldn’t fit David. David allowed the armor to be put on, but he quickly took them off because he had not proven, or tested them. He stuck to what he knew when the pressure was on. To Move Forward do not be so “spiritual” that you discount all common sense for “God will make a way” when God has given you a brain and intelligence and you should use them. God didn’t create you make the same mistakes over and over. God didn’t make you to be the tail, but to be the head. Move Forward with a bias for the practical, things you have learned as a Christian that work. Look around you and model yourself after brothers who have a track  record of accomplishments. Move Forward by being practically minded.
5- David Faced Goliath Head On

49   And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth.
Principle: Action Too many times Christians don’t Move Forward because of past mistakes, past failures, doubts and fears, indecision, lack of confidence, and low self-esteem. So they sit and do nothing. But God is a God of action. There’s much to do. The Book of Acts is not the Book of Sits or the Book of Ponders. It’s the Acts of the Apostles – men who advanced the cause of Christ. All men with failures in their past but equipped with the Holy Spirit of God to move mountains. When the devil comes yelling in your face you can yell back in the power of the Holy Ghost. Don’t settle for less that what has for you. You can slay the giants in your own life by putting shoe leather to your faith. Move Forward in Christ. Live for God. Do what’s right. Believe God. Be conformed into the image of Christ. Be the man God has called you to be!
David went on to be the greatest king Israel ever had. He was to be in authority, but he first came under authority, he heard many voices, but he heard God’s voice, he relied on God when facing opposition all through his adult life and kept his heart tender toward God, his confidence was never in his horses and chariots, but rather in the living God, and as a man of action he became the sweet psalm-singer of Israel and led a nation to peace and prosperity and he himself became part of the lineage of the Savior of the world, the Lord Jesus Christ. What will God do in your life as you commit to Moving Forward with Jesus Christ?
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